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Over the past six years, the Department of Community Affairs(DCA) has
issued Bulletin Nos. 88-3, 91-4, and 93-1 to addressthe when, who, and how of the
abandonment of small underground storagetanks. These bulletinsaddressed when
tanks need to be abandoned, who isresponsiblefor ingpection, and how tanksareto
be abandoned. Theinformation contained inthosebulletinsisreprinted here.

WHEN:

The Uniform Construction Code (UCC) isnot aretrofit codeand, therefore,
it doesnot deal well with tanksthat have been abandoned for sometime. A ruleof
thumbfor theapplicability of the UCC isthat either sometypeof construction activity
hasto betaking place, or an unsafe structure hasto be present.

A circumstanceinvolving abandonment of underground storagetankswhere
congtruction activity istaking placeisaconversonfromfuel oil tonatura gas. Inthis
case, officialsmust ensurethat thetank isabandoned in connection with the conver-
sion. Thiscanbedoneby requiring the contractor to elther include the abandonment
of thetank aspart of the permit for the conversion, or have another contractor obtain
apermit for the abandonment asaprerequisitefor the conversion permit. Theonly
exception to thiswould bewherethe owner can demonstrate alegitimate continued
use of thetank.

Incaseswhereatank isnolonger in use and no congtruction activity istaking
place, theonly way officials can requirethetank to be removed or abandonedisby
calingitanunsafestructure. Thesafety of thetank isrelated to structural integrity.
The condition of an underground storagetank isdifficult, if not impossible, to deter-
minewithout excavating thetank. When such tanksarefound, owners should be
encouraged to either abandon them or remove them because, eventualy, thetank will
become unsafe. In caseswherethe owner refuses, the official can request some
verification of thecondition of thetank.

When tanksareto be abandoned or removed, ademoalition permit should be
issued. The permit should contain specific details on how thetank isto be safe-
guarded.
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WHO:

Sinceabandonment proceduresfor underground storagetanksare contained
indocumentsreferenced in the adopted subcodes, no inspection responsibility has
been specificaly assigned for thiswork. Therefore, itisappropriatefor theconstruc-
tion official to assignresponsibility to oneinspector licensedintheBuilding, Fire, or
Plumbing Subcode.

HOW:

Asmentioned above, the adopted subcodes do not contain provisionsfor
abandoning tanks. However, thereare provisionsin both the Building Officia sand
CodeAdministrators National Fire Prevention Code Section F-3208.11 and NFiPA
30, Appendix C relating to the abandonment of underground storage tanks. These
documentsarereferenced standardsin the adopted subcodes, and thereforein ac-
cordancewith N.J.A.C. 5:23-3.6, are accepted engineering practice. Inorder to
provideadditional guidanceto codeofficids, the DCA hasexpanded ontheinforma
tion contained in thereferenced standards. Either abandonment or removal isac-
ceptable and the procedureslisted bel ow aretypical of what isacceptablefor re-
moving or abandoning storagetanks. Only where special conditionsexist canan
ingpector insst onremoval. Such acase might bewherewell water isused and the
soil needsto be checked for contamination. For al of the methodslisted, inspectors
must ensurethat fill and vent pipesfor above-ground (in basements) or underground
tanksareremoved when thetank isremoved or abandoned. Severa accidentshave
occurred wherefuel -oil deliverieshave been madetoincorrect addresseswhereafill
pipewasleft in place after thetank wasremoved. Fuel oil hasbeen pumpedintoa
basement or the ground resulting in expensive cleanups.

ExampleA -- Above-Ground Tank Removal

Removeoil fromtank.

Cut oil tank in half by removingtop.

Removedudgeafter squeegeeing.

Hand wipeinside of tank clean.

Removetank (and fill and vent pipes, if separate) and disposeat proper
facility. (Most scrap-metal yardswill accept cleaned storagetanks.)
Disposeof al dudge, water, etc. at alicensed facility. Haveoil reclaimed, or
disposeof it at alicensed facility.
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ExampleB -- Under ground Tank Removal
Removeoil fromtank.
Excavatetank.
Cut holeintank of adequate sizeto permit cleaning.
Enter and squeegeetank.
Removedudge.
Hand wipeinside of tank clean.
Removetank (and fill and vent pipes, if separate).
Check tank for visblelesksand determineif thereiscontaminated soil.
Backfill hole.
. Disposeof tank at proper facility. (Most scrap-metal yardswill accept
cleaned storagetanks.)
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11. Disposeof dl dudge, water, etc. at alicensed facility. Haveoil reclaimed, or

1
2.
3.

4.
5. Disposeof al dudge, etc. at alicensed facility. Haveail reclaimed, or dis-

disposeof it at alicensed facility.

ExampleC -- Underground Tank - Petrofill Foam and Cement
Surry

Removeoil fromtank.

Pour in oil-absorbent material, such as* Quick-Dry,” through oil-fill hole.
Pumpin petrofill foam or cement durry through ail-fill holeand fill tank com-
pletely.

Removefill pipeand vent pipe.

poseof it at alicensed facility.

Note: This method might not be appropriate in areas wth high ground
water. Tanks could become buoyant.
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ExampleD -- Underground Tank - Plastic Gravel
Removeoil fromtank.

Excavatetop of tank.

Cut holeintank of adequate sizeto permit cleaning.
Enter and squeegeetank.

Removedudge.

Hand wipeinside of tank.

Blowinplasticgrave.

Replacetank cover and seal openings.

Removefill and vent pipes, and seal openings.

10. Backfill hole.
11. Dispose of dudge, water, etc. at alicensed facility. Haveoil reclaimed, or

disposeof it at alicensed facility.

Note: This method might not be appropriate in areas with high ground
water. Tanks could become buoyant.
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ExampleE -- Underground Tank - Sand or PeaGravel
Removeoil fromtank.

Excavatetop of tank.

Cut holeintank of adequate sizeto permit cleaning.

Enter and squeegeetank.

Removedudge.

Hand wipeinside of tank.

Fill tank with sand or peagravel.

Replacetank cover or dispose of at ascrap-metal facility.
Removefill and vent pipes.

10. Backfill hole.
11. Dispose of dudge, water, etc. at alicensed facility. Haveoil reclaimed, or

disposeof it at alicensed facility.

APPROVAL FORABANDONMENT:

When contamination isfound, it should bereported to the New Jersey De-

partment of Environmental Protection (DEP) hotlineat (609) 292-7172. Often, the
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DEPwill requirethat contaminated soil betakento an appropriatefacility. Aslongas
theexcavationisfilled (presumably with clean material from another site), aCertifi-
cate of Approval can beissued, even if moundsof contaminated soil remainon site.
If new construction is proposed on a site where contamination from atank was
discovered, the owner has two options. The owner can wait for a“No Further
Action” letter from the DEP, or the owner can proceed at hisor her own peril. ANo
Further Action | etter meansthat the soil samplestaken reveal no contamination and
that any contaminated soil has been properly disposed of . If an owner choosesto
proceed at hisor her own peril, additional in-situ remediation methods may bere-
quired.
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