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	Life Science: Life science principles are powerful conceptual tools for making sense of the complexity, diversity, and interconnectedness of life on Earth. Order in natural systems arises in accordance with rules that govern the physical world, and the order of natural systems can be modeled and predicted through the use of mathematics. (5.3)

	Evolution and Diversity: Sometimes, differences between organisms of the same kind provide advantages for surviving and reproducing in different environments. These selective differences may lead to dramatic changes in characteristics of organisms in a population over extremely long periods of time. (5.3.E)


	Essential Questions
	Enduring Understandings
	Labs, Investigation, and Student Experiences

	In what ways are organisms of the same kind different from each other?

How does this help them to survive and maybe reproduce? 


	Sometimes differences between individual organisms give them a better chance of survival than another.
	

	Content Statements
	Cumulative Progress Indicators
	

	Variations exist within a group of the same kind of organism.


	Describe similarities and differences in observable traits between parents and offspring. (5.3.2.E.1) 


	

	Plants and animals have features that help them survive in different environments.


	Describe how similar structures found in different organisms (e.g., eyes, ears, mouths) have similar functions and enable those organisms to survive in different environments. (5.3.2.E.2) 


	

	Desired Results
	

	· Carefully observe digital images of parents and their offspring. Create a T-chart that records the similarities and differences between the two (i.e., size, color, shapes, markings).  
· Observe a variety of plants and animals interacting with their environment. Keep a journal of your observations of the things that animals that live in this environment have in common. Share your findings in a briefing for your classmate.  The briefing should include images of the feature and an explanation of how the feature helps the plant or animal survive in this specific environment.
· Explain why you will never see polar bears living in the Everglades. What features would make it difficult for them to survive?
	


