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KEYNOTE SPEAKER:  DR. DAVID HARRISON 
• Archived Presentation 

 

• Language Hot Spots  

http://www.actfl.org/conventions/2012-annual-convention-and-world-languages-expo
http://www.swarthmore.edu/SocSci/langhotspots/


LISA LILLEY, ACTFL TOY 
• Curriculum of Coverage - "coverage without pity" Jennifer Eddy  
• Task 1:  What skills and attributes would the ideal graduate of 

your school system possess on graduation day? Time 
management, open-minded, life-long learner, confident, self-
motivated, ability to read between the lines  

• 21st century skills -Asking kids to know content is just not 
enough  
 



COLLEGE AND CAREER READY? 
• College readiness from ACT - conscientiousness as measured by 

dependability, perseverance, work ethic, and finally teamwork and 
emotional balance  

• Traditional use of projects - It was the dessert, the fluff, that which 
came at the end  

• The Buck Institute  & PBL World & FLENJ Workshop 
• Components-  

• A need to know, a driving question, student voice and choice, 21st 
century skills, inquiry and innovation, feedback and revision, 
publicly presented product, teaches significant content  

 

http://www.bie.org/
http://pblworld.org/
http://flenj.org/


PBL 
• Make language learning an experience they can't get 

elsewhere. 
 
• Write an engaging driving question - look at district curriculum 

and think how you can engage students in that, what is the 
hook? SPEND LOTS OF TIME HERE.  
 



PBL  
• How do you describe rooms in a house vs. How are homes 

similar/different from those found in the US? 
• Find three homes for house hunters that will fit into X 

country/culture  
• What do you do to get ready in the morning? Vs. Are Americans 

really the most unhealthy?  How does my lifestyle compare? 
How long of a shower do I take? How many electronic 
appliances do I use to get ready in the morning?  

 



PBL 
 

• Save examples of student work - great/bad - students then 
decide the rubric.  

• Stay, analyze, reflect on new approaches - your teaching may 
dip initially.  
 

 



KICK OFF  
• Hook the students!  What will make them want to do it?  How 

will they see a reason for doing it?  
• Skype - bring in an expert  
• Costa Rica - places to go for adventure - you work for a travel 

company that's not making money develop new markets for 
specific groups of people – e.g. ultimate spring break, 
honeymoon 

• Create a brochure for one career  



ADDITIONAL EXAMPLES 
• Archeologists - Aztecs and Mayans - Lots of their past has been 

destroyed. Your job is to be an archeologist.  Based on artifacts, 
decide what they mean.  (What functions and structures are 
needed?)   

 



YO AZAMA, ACTFL TEACHER OF THE YEAR 
• Unit on technology and invention  
• 3 top inventions of 20th and 21st century 
• You fell asleep for five years ago and wake up. Describe the 

tech you see 
• Photo of old tech.  What do you think it was used for?  

 



THEMATIC FOCUS 
1. Creating thematic focus: 

• What makes a good product a good product? 
• What are the typical characteristics of Japanese Products?  
• What products appeal to people in both countries?  
• What are effective strategies that promote new products in both countries?  

 
2. Choose cultural products, practices, and perspectives 
 
3.  Performance task - how do you know they achieved it? (and rubric)  

• Come up with an invention that would sell in both cultures. They interviewed Japanese students. 
What American food would you like to eat?  #1 response gummie bear.    

 
4. Creating instructional plan - setting the stage  

• Input activities with flashcards  
• Slot machine, slap game, tic tac toe, charades 

(Slot machine - teacher describes order of classes and students choose pictures that represent that class. Sometimes, 
describe 6 first and then they have to remember the order.)  



RESOURCES FOR LCTL 
• http://clear.msu.edu/teaching/online/ria/conversations2/  

 
• http://clear.msu.edu/teaching/online/ria/  

http://clear.msu.edu/teaching/online/ria/conversations2/
http://clear.msu.edu/teaching/online/ria/


WIKISPACE FOR ACTFL TOYS 
• http://bestofactfltoys.wikispaces.com/  

 

http://bestofactfltoys.wikispaces.com/


CONTRIBUTIONS FROM COLORADO TEACHERS 
• http://www.cde.state.co.us/StandardsAndInstruction/Curriculum/Wo

rldLanguages.asp  

http://www.cde.state.co.us/StandardsAndInstruction/Curriculum/WorldLanguages.asp
http://www.cde.state.co.us/StandardsAndInstruction/Curriculum/WorldLanguages.asp


PAUL SANDROCK, ACTFL 
• Teaching to the test is...good, bad, or depends on the test 
• 2012 performance descriptors for language learners 
• Scaffolding  

• A novice student fills in blanks of sentences and then 
rearranges them to put them in paragraph form.  

• AAPPL ACTFL assessment for performance toward proficiency 
in languages  

• LEAD WITH CULTURE AND LANGUAGE WILL FOLLOW! 
 

http://www.actfl.org/sites/default/files/pdfs/PerformanceDescriptorsLanguageLearners.pdf
http://aappl.actfl.org/


QUIZ TIME! 
Characteristics Interpersonal Interpretive Presentational 

One-way communication 

Two-way communication 

Practiced, rehearsed, polished 

Spontaneous 

Use gestures and circumlocution 

Use tools such as bilingual dictionary, spell-check 

Use context to figure out meaning 

Negotiate meaning; ask for clarification 

Message takes precedence over accuracy 

Higher requirement for accuracy 

Important to maintain attention of audience 

Planning Curriculum for Learning World Languages, Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction (2002) 



QUIZ TIME - ANSWERS 
Characteristics Interpersonal Interpretive Presentational 

One-way communication X X 

Two-way communication X 

Practiced, rehearsed, polished X 

Spontaneous X 

Use gestures and circumlocution X 

Use tools such as bilingual dictionary, spell-check X 

Use context to figure out meaning X X 

Negotiate meaning; ask for clarification X 

Message takes precedence over accuracy X 

Higher requirement for accuracy X 

Important to maintain attention of audience X 



INTERPRETIVE COMMUNICATION  
• Why would you read/listen to the following and what would you do with 

the information in the ‘real-world’? 
• Newspaper article 
• Website  
• Radio traffic report 
• Power point presentation 
• Listen to someone tell a story 
• Watch a video clip 
Paul Sandrock, 2012, Princeton, NJ  



INTERPRETIVE STRATEGIES 
• Rely on visuals and familiarity of content or form 
• Focus on key words and phrases 
• Benefit from redundancy, paraphrasing, restatement 
• Anticipate (predict) and then verify meaning understood; relying less and 

less on background knowledge 
• Use structural clues 
• Use context clues 
• Try out inferences (logical conclusions) 
Paul Sandrock, 2012, Princeton, NJ  

 



TEXT TYPES AND UNDERSTANDING:  THINK, 
PAIR, & SHARE 

• What are some examples of text type for:  
• Novice level 
• Intermediate level 
• Intermediate-High/Advanced level 

• What will learners understand:   
• Novice level 
• Intermediate level 
• Intermediate-High/Advanced level 



TEXT TYPES 

HEARD VIEWED 
NOVICE Interviews, surveys, 

commercials, public service 
ads 

Letters, email, biographies, 
ads, guidebooks 

INTERMEDIATE Ads, TV segments, talk show 
interviews, songs 

Magazine interviews or 
surveys, stories, letters, 
photo stories 

INTERMEDIATE-
HIGH/ 
ADVANCED 

Cartoons, soap operas, movie 
clips, talk show interviews 

Short stories, essays, 
editorials, songs, comic 
strips 

Paul Sandrock, 2012, Princeton, NJ  



WHAT WILL LEARNERS UNDERSTAND?  
HEARD 

NOVICE • Gist (general story line or ‘point’) 
• Key points of story; most basic points of 

‘argument’ 

INTERMEDIATE • Some supporting details or components 
of the main idea 

• Some idiomatic expressions 

INTERMEDIATE-HIGH/ 
ADVANCED 

• More subtle elements such as: 
• Author’s and cultural perspectives 
• Organizing principle 

Paul Sandrock, 2012, Princeton, NJ  



INTERPRETIVE MODE:  SAMPLE ASSESSMENT 
STRATGEIES 
After examining a website, identify correct information “Either-Or” choices 

WANT TO KNOW EITHER OR 

Where the family is going to visit __in the country ___in a city 

How many people in the family ___3 ___4 

Activities they like to do ___outdoor sports ___travel to other cities 

Food they like to eat ___vegetarian ___foreign foods 

Paul Sandrock, 2012, Princeton, NJ  



INTERPRETIVE MODE:  SAMPLE ASSESSMENT 
STRATGEIES 
Fill in graphic organizer to identify key details 
Proof For Proof Against 

Juan Ponce de Leon was born in Puerto 
Rico. 
Puerto Rico was the name of the island 
when Columbus arrived.  
Juan Ponce de Leon was very talented.  

Paul Sandrock, 2012, Princeton, NJ  



INTERPRETIVE MODE:  SAMPLE ASSESSMENT 
STRATGEIES 
Check off information that is actually found in article (practice skimming and 
scanning). 
Possible Content (predicted) Found in article? What is the 

information? 
1. Museums to visit 1. 1 
2. Parks to visit 2. 2. 
3. Paths for biking through nature 3. 3. 
4. Restaurants in the area 4. 4. 
5. Things to avoid 5. 5. 
6. How to find out more information 6. 6. 

Paul Sandrock, 2012, Princeton, NJ  



INTERPRETIVE TASK- COMPREHENSION GUIDE:  NOVICE 
I. Key Word Recognition:  List 10 key words that helped you understand 

the article 
II. Important Ideas:  
• First, circle the letter of the ideas mentioned in the article 
• Then write the letter of that idea next to where it appears in the text 

A. What kind of milk to use 
B. How long to keep food 
C. Amount of fruits and vegetables to eat daily 
D. Diets for losing weight 

III. Main Idea:  Based on what you read, describe the purpose of the 
article. 

ACTFL – Integrated Performance Assessment Handbook (www.actfl.org)  

http://www.actfl.org/


INTERPRETIVE TASK – COMPREHENSION GUIDE:  
INTERMEDIATE LEVEL 

I. Supporting information.  For each of the following,  
• Circle the letter of each logical detail that is actually mentioned in the article 
• Write the information that is given in the article in the space provided 
A. Foods that make your body strong - _____ 
B. Name of vitamins to buy at the health food store - _____ 
C. Suggestions for losing weight - _____ 
D. A recommended cholesterol level - _____ 
E. Ways to limit your salt intake - _____ 

II. Meaning from context.  Based on this passage, write what the boldface word probably 
means in English. 

1. Bajos en grasa (1st paragraph) _____ 
2. Mejores hábitos alimenticios (4th paragraph) _____ 
3. Los ejercicios más relajantes (5th paragraph) _____ 



INTERPRETIVE TASK – COMPREHENSION 
GUIDE:  INTERMEDIATE LEVEL 
I. Inferences. Answer the following questions by providing as many reasons 

as you can.  Your responses may be in English or in Spanish.  
1. What problems might a person have if he or she doesn’t eat a variety 

of foods?  Use details from the article to support your answer. 
2. Why is it important to have a regular exercise program?  Explain using 

information from the article and noting anything you feel is stressed 
more in Argentina than in the U.S.   

II. Main Idea.  Answer the following question in one sentence in English:  
What is the author’s point (main idea) in this article?  

Source:  ACTFL – Integrated Performance Assessment Handbook 
(www.actfl.org)  

 

http://www.actfl.org/


AAPPL 
• Exchange and use information, familiar context, real- life and age -appropriate, 

learner control of response  
• Form A- Novice + Intermediate 
• Form B - Brief Novice + Intermediate + Advanced  
• Interpretive Listening - 20 minutes - move photos to match the audio clip heard  
• Interpretive Reading - 20 minutes - create a poster, match headlines to stories, 

select a tag to describe different movies (based on website summary)  
• Presentational Writing - 20-30 minutes - write in a wiki or blog on a website  
• Interpersonal Listening & Speaking -20 minutes -simulated Skype conversation with 

a student from the target culture  
• Sample thematic focus-  

• Food and famine 
• Cultural identity 
• School and education  
• Migration and immigration  

http://aappl.actfl.org/about-aappl


REASONS TO COMPLETE AN INTERPRETIVE TASK 

• Give students an authentic menu.  Which task is more engaging 
and will foster interpersonal communication?  
• Where are you going to eat and why?  
• Name your favorite foods.  

• Give students a link to a city website from the target culture.  
Which task is more engaging and will foster interpersonal 
communication?  
• Which three places would you like to visit in the city? 
• Use the current weather report and your budget to come to an 

agreement where you and your friend would like to spend a day 
in Madrid.  

Paul Sandrock, 2012, Princeton, NJ  

 

http://www.madrid-tourist-guide.com/sp/guia-turistica-madrid.html


YOUR TURN… 

• Think of an authentic text you have used or would like to use 
in your curriculum/classroom.  What did you ask students to 
do with it?  What might you ask students to do with it to give 
them a reason for listening to or reading the text? How might 
the interpretive task naturally lead to an interpersonal task?  
 



CONTACT INFORMATION & RESOURCES 

CHERI.QUINLAN@DOE.STATE.NJ.US  
 
http://www.state.nj.us/education/modelcurriculum/wl/  
 
http://www.state.nj.us/education/cccs/standards/7/index.html  
 
http://www.nj.gov/education/aps/cccs/wl/  

mailto:CHERI.QUINLAN@DOE.STATE.NJ.US
http://www.state.nj.us/education/modelcurriculum/wl/
http://www.state.nj.us/education/cccs/standards/7/index.html
http://www.state.nj.us/education/cccs/standards/7/index.html
http://www.nj.gov/education/aps/cccs/wl/
http://www.nj.gov/education/aps/cccs/wl/
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