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Paul Sandrock, ACTFL Director of Education  http://actflregionalworkshop.wikispaces.com/  

http://actflregionalworkshop.wikispaces.com/
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through World Languages 

Paul Sandrock, ACTFL Director of Education  



Think-Write-Share 

• Think about learning experiences that you 
have designed for your students or that are 
incorporated in your curriculum.  Share how 
those learning experiences support the CCSS 
in ELA by writing your response in the 
comment section.   



Think-Write-Share 

• Consider how you have provided 
opportunities for students to enhance the 4 Cs 
from the Partnership for 21st Century Skills.  
– Communication 
– Collaboration 
– Creativity and Innovation 
– Critical Thinking and Problem Solving 



Target Language Use – Helena Curtain 

Helenacurtainswiki.wikispaces.com  
•  Tell your partner… 

– Good morning 
– Good afternoon 
– It’s so nice to be sitting next to you 
– You did a good job 
– What the weather is like today 
– How you are feeling today 

 



Helena Curtain  

• “Using the native language to teach the target 
language is like teaching kids to swim without 
water.”  

• Comprehensible Input (interesting and 
meaningful) 

• Intake (checking for comprehension)  
• Output (negotiation of meaning)  

 



Helena Curtain 

• Why do some teachers resist using the target 
language?  
 
 

• http://www.csctfl.org/documents/2013Report
/2013ReportWeb.pdf#page=11 

http://www.csctfl.org/documents/2013Report/2013ReportWeb.pdf
http://www.csctfl.org/documents/2013Report/2013ReportWeb.pdf


Reasons for not using the Target Language, 1990 
study by Carol M. Franklin, University of Edinburgh  

Rank Situation % of teachers rating 
situation as 
important 

1 The behaviour of the pupils 95% 

2 Your confidence in speaking French 83% 

3 The size of the class 81% 

4 The reaction of the pupils when you speak French all the 
time 

80% 

5 The presence of many low ability pupils in the class 79% 

6 How tired you are on a given day 79% 

7 Whether the pupils you are teaching were taught in French 
last year 

8% 

8 Which year group you are teaching 59% 

9 How the class is grouped e.g. whole class, groups  43% 



Think-Write-Share 

• Think about the classes you teach or the levels 
of language you supervise.  What are some 
quick ways you can involve your students or 
encourage your teachers to involve your 
students in output tasks?  Please share your 
response in the comment section.   



Teacher Strategies for Maintaining 
Target Language Use 

• Use TPR 
• Model with gestures and props 
• Use Graphic organizers 
• Include Cognates and Loan words 
• Talk aloud during dead time e.g. when setting up technology tools 
• Provide guided note taking through cloze 
• Incorporate comprehension checks e.g. act out/draw what you hear, 

signaling  
• Teach grammar in target language using real world contexts 
• Sustain culture as an integral part of each lesson 
• Give deliberate thought to planning by predicting student responses 

and questions 
http://www.csctfl.org/documents/2013Report/2013ReportWeb.pdf#page=11  

http://www.csctfl.org/documents/2013Report/2013ReportWeb.pdf


Learner Strategies 

• Instructors should teach students metacognitive and 
cognitive strategies:  
– effective practice strategies 
– learning style preferences 
– organizing and self-monitoring progress 
– guessing meanings of new material through inference.  

• How do students cope with hearing lots of target 
language?  
– they do not need to understand every word  
– word for word translation is not a useful strategy 



What Students Need to Know: 

• Language acquisition requires: 
– Practice 
– Trial and Error 
– Risk Taking 
– Educated Guessing 
– Ambiguity:  part of the process 

 



What Teachers Can Do By Way of 
Example: 

• Cognates 
• Props 
• Gestures 
• Visuals 
• Modeling  
• Respond to the message 

 



Teaching, Assessing, and Grading:  Am 
I Sending the Right Message?  

Greg Duncan, presenter 
• How do you judge the health of your 

program? 
• How have you told your students what 

counts? 
• How will their grades be calculated?  
 



Whatever counts the most, matters 
the most regardless of what you say! 

• Feedback is where the learning happens – it 
has the BEST impact on student learning…not 
for a grade but for getting better.  

• Kids wanting to learn to speak a language is 
heretical…it’s as if a kid in band wants to learn 
to play an instrument. 

• % in grading tells students what you value 
most. 



Grading  

• Thomas Guskey:  Today’s grading practices 
reflect the past.  

• Grading is bound by tradition 
• Ken O’Connor 
• “I want my pilots to make lots of mistakes in 

the flight simulator.”  
• Greg Duncan:  “Learning goes on in the mind 

of the learner.”   

http://www.oconnorgrading.com/


Using Self Created Videos 

• Ken Hughes, NYSAFLT  
• Green Screen 
• Culture 
• Student Engagement 
• http://www.clipcanvas.com/  

http://www.clipcanvas.com/


Operationalizing Communication in 
the World Languages Classroom 

• Listen to music and when it stops… 
• Picture description 
• Numbered heads 
• Quick write – Think-Pair-Share 
• Framing questions and wait time 
• Find the picture with…and pass it… 
• Categorize pictures 
• Fly swatter in pairs 



Using APPS 
• Ibiblio  
• Captions 
• Mematic 
• SoundCloud 
• Podcasts 
• Quizlet 
• Wiggio 
• Splice 
• Prezi 
• Socrative 

Which modes of communication 
would your students be 
practicing using the apps listed 
to the left?  Please write your 
responses in the comment 
section.   

http://www.ibiblio.org/
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/perfect-captions-your-life/id466857131?mt=8
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/mematic-make-your-own-meme!/id491076730?mt=8
https://soundcloud.com/
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/podcasts/id525463029?mt=8
http://quizlet.com/mobile
http://wiggio.com/
http://spliceapp.com/
http://prezi.com/
http://www.socrative.com/


ACTFL TOY NOAH GEISEL 

Hooking students with culture 
• www.tinyurl.com/culture-communities 
• @senorG – twitter 
• Tinyurl.com/tumblr 
• http://tinyurl.com/howtoculture 
 

http://www.tinyurl.com/culture-communities
http://tinyurl.com/howtoculture


Thomas Sauer 

• http://ditchthattextbook.com/    
• Leesensei.edublogs.org   
• Sraspanglish.blogspot.com   
• http://musicuentos.com/   
• Creativelanguageclass.wordpress.com   
 

http://ditchthattextbook.com/
http://musicuentos.com/


http://ditchthattextbook.com/


http://leesensei.edublogs.org/


http://sraspanglish.blogspot.com/


http://musicuentos.com/


http://creativelanguageclass.wordpress.com/


Thank You  

• Cheri.quinlan@doe.state.nj.us  
• Questions or comments? 

mailto:Cheri.quinlan@doe.state.nj.us
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