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The Immigrant Experience Lesson Plan #2 

Content Area: English as a Second Language 
Lesson Title: Timeline of the American 
Immigration Experience 

Timeframe: 1-2 days  

Lesson Components 
21st Century Themes 

X Global Awareness  Financial, Economic, 
Business,  and 
Entrepreneurial 
Literacy 

X Civic Literacy X Health Literacy 

21st Century Skills 
 Creativity and 

Innovation 
X Critical Thinking and 

Problem Solving 
X Communication  X Collaboration 

Interdisciplinary Connections: Language Arts, Social Studies, and Technology 
Integration of Technology: Power Point Presentation, LCD Projector 
Equipment needed: Computer/projection setup 

Goals/Objectives Learning Activities/Instructional Strategies Assessment 
Tasks 

Students: 
Listening & Speaking 
• Orally discuss diverse 

views of the 
American Immigrant 
Experience with L1 
support (bilingual 
dictionaries, 
electronic translators, 
and clarification in 
their first language 
when possible). 

• Use new vocabulary 
words related to 
immigration in 
correct context in a 
class discussion.  

• Orally express the 
connection between 
their own personal 

Key Vocabulary: Views, timeline, flashcards, 
chronological, relate  
Key Language Structure: Use 
chronology/sequencing terms and concepts such 
as first, second, third, next, then, etc. (for timeline 
activity) 
 
Warm-up:  
Students: Share their homework from the night 
before in a think-pair-share activity.  
 
Lesson Sequence: 
1. Teacher: Projects slide 5 of Power Point 

presentation: Introduction to the American 
Immigrant Experience, which states the 
Diverse Views of American Immigration. 
Review and discuss slide in a teacher directed 
discussion. 

2. Teacher: Pairs students and distributes one 
timeline flashcard to each pair, created from 

Formative 
• Warm-up and 

closure 
responses 

• Monitor 
comprehensio
n of teacher 
directed 
discussion of 
Diverse Views 
of American 
Immigration 

• Sequencing of 
timeline 
flashcards 

• Use of new 
vocabulary 

http://www.21stcenturyskills.org/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=57&Itemid=120�
http://www.21stcenturyskills.org/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=254&Itemid=120�
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immigration 
experiences to the 
information presented 
in the timeline using 
previously taught 
vocabulary. 

 
Reading 
• Read facts about 

immigration and 
sequence these events 
in pairs. 

 
Writing 

• Use new 
vocabulary, 
terms, and 
concepts from 
the lesson to 
answer closure 
and homework 
questions in 
complete 
sentences.  

the Microsoft Word Document: Information 
for Timeline Flashcards   

3. Students: Sequence themselves by the year on 
one side of the flashcard.  

4. Students and Teacher: Read the information 
on the back of the flashcards in chronological 
order, while the teacher shows slides 6 
through 11 that contain images that correlate 
to the events on the flashcards, found in 
Power Point presentation, Introduction to the 
American Immigrant Experience. The 
students will sit down after reading their 
flashcards.  

5. Teacher: Distributes Power Point handouts for 
the students to have as a resource for the 
remainder of the unit.  

Closure:  
Students: Complete an exit card by answering the 
following question in a complete sentence: 
1. Does your immigration experience relate to the 

American immigration experience presented in 
the timeline? How? 

Expansion/Extension/Homework: 
Students: Answer the following questions using 
complete sentences:  
Using your Power Point handouts, which event 
can you relate to the most? Why? 
 

• Ability to read 
flashcard 

• Exit card 
responses 

• Homework 
 

 

Differentiation: 
Lesson Sequence, Activity 3: Use flexible grouping; deliberately pair students homogeneously or 
heterogeneously by proficiency level. 
ELP 2:  Locate visually supported information on timeline facts. 
ELP 3: Sequence visually supported information on timeline facts. 
Suggested Resources: 
• Power Point presentation: Introduction to the American Immigrant Experience 
• Power Point Handouts 
• Timeline Flashcards 


