


yGreeks and Jews

Jews, Jewish Culture and Judaism in Greece
» Hellenistic period
» Roman Greece
» Byzantine Empire (330-1204)
» Late Byzantine Era (1204-1453)
» The Ottoman Empire (1453-1821)
» Independent Greece (1821-1941)

» Post-war community (1945-present)
» Zionism and antisemitism in Greece



1945-present

‘Since we cannot
change reality, let
us change the
eyes which see
reality.”

Nikos
Kazantzakis
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Once upon a time ...




"Greek Jews"

——
* There have been ;
organized Jewish _
communities in Greece for ¢

more than 2,000 years.

* The oldest Jewish group
that has lived in Greece
are the Romaniotes, also
known as "Greek Jews".




Jews were deported in several

SIENES

* March 1943 - Expulsion from
Thrace and Macedonia.

* March-May 1943 — Salonika’s
Jews were ghettoized,
marked, dispossessed, and
deported.

* 46,091 Salonikans were
deported to Auschwitz.
1,950 survived
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Why did the oldest Jewish community in
Europe
efecnvely. perish in ihe holecausi?
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* Jbow de you communicate the uncemmunicabile?
* Jbow de nen-Greeks undevstand and vespend te
what happened in Greece during the holocaust?
* Jbow de GQreefts undevstand the legacy of the
felocaust?
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The Shoah is disfincrive...

I

*[t is unique in modern history

*“Beware isolating the Shoah from
other tragedies, because we have to
build solidarity against contempt,
hatred and violence.”

— Stefan Wilkanowicz

www.znak.com.pl/eurodialog




Rarher than ask why....7
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1946-1951:
EUROPEAN JEWISH DIASPORA
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Rabbi Byron L. Sherman

S

* The holocaust was a paradigmatic event

* Earthquake in human history, aftershocks continue to
this day

* Teaching this event creates sensitivity to those
aftershocks

* What we do can ensure it never recurs...
* Do not be silent in the face of evil

* Sin begins with a word, or silence, or indifference
which can be taken as assent
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Situation at the end of 2007

Refugee population: people who have crossed a border,
recognised as refugees within the meaning of the UN
Conventions (1951) and by the Organisation of African Unity
(1969). People who have been granted humanitarian status or
temporary protection are also included in this category.

Repatriated population: refugees who have returned to their
country of origin. They are placed under the protection of the
United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees which helps
them for a maximum of two years.

Asylum seekers: people whose request for asylum is
ongoing, at any stage.

Sources: Annuaire statistigue 2006 and the registration and statistics department of the
UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) for the 2007 estimates (Iraq, Kenya, Chad,
Sudan); World Refugee Survey 2007, United States Committee for Refugees and Immigrants
(USCRI); UN Relief and Works Agency (UNRWA); online database of the World Bank, 2008.



“Remember, do not forget, speak of
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#1t is difficult to explain modern Gree
story without discussing the place
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to the next generation...”

nd role of t

mong Gree

ne Jews in it, who lived

s for generations, for

thousands of years and enriched
Greek culture, society, economic and
commercial life.




Questions to Consider

I

* How were the Nazis able to establish the
foundations of a totalitarian regime in such a short
time and hurl Europe—and the world—into a
devastating war that would consume more than
50 million lives?

* How could the Germans achieve the almost total
annihilation of the Jewish community in the
Balkans?
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lost communities?




History on Trial
e —

*Case Study #1 -loannina
*Case Study #2 -Monastir
*Case Study #3  -Rhodes
*Case study #4 -Salonika
*Case Study #5 -Zakynthos




Historians

- -

Thucydides E.H. Carr Auguste Comte

Josephus Frederick Jackson  George Macaulay
Turner Trevelyan

Francesco Michel Foucault Niall Ferguson

Petrarca
(Petrarch)

Edward Gibbon Fernand Braudel Eric Hobsbawm



Team One
Case Study #1 - loannina

Lord Acton

3 Simon Schama




Team Two




Victoria and Isak Assael







damila BAndjela Kolonomes

)

community of Monastir

* Aged 19, she joined the Yugoslavian
Resistance when the Bulgarians
occupatied Macedonia in 1941

MONASTIR
WITHOUT#JEWS

* Escaped the roundup and
deportation of Monastir’s Jewish
Community

* Rose to rank of Deputy Commissar of :
a Macedonian brigade and the 42nd
Yugoslav Army Division

 Kolonomos was cited many times for
merit and bravery




Team Three
#3 - Rhodes

(Yosef ben Matityahu)

B Frederick Jackson
Turner

e} George Macaulay
@ Trevelyan



Team Four
Case_study #4 Salonika

CITY OF GHOS"I

CHRISTIANS, MUSLIMS AND JEWS 1430- f.a"@=a

‘A tremendous book about a city unique not just in £ 8 o
but in the entire history of humanity’ ¢
Jan Morris, Guardian

s Niall Ferguson
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Thessaloniki
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— oy o 1912-2012

Thessalonki, the name of & histonc Gty

¥e are pregarng aiCelebration

Initiatives from the city & for the city

I s
1 i

Jgin the celebration!

)
OF THESSALONIKI



Team Five
Case Study #5 - Zakynthos

? bbon

Fernand Braudel

Shel} Eric Hobsbawm







	Slide Number 1
	Slide Number 2
	1945-present
	Slide Number 4
	Slide Number 5
	"Greek Jews"
	Jews were deported in several phases 
	Slide Number 8
	Why did the oldest Jewish community in Europe �effectively perish in the holocaust?
	Slide Number 10
	The Shoah is distinctive…
	Rather than ask why….?
	Slide Number 13
	Rabbi Byron L. Sherman
	Slide Number 15
	“Remember, do not forget, speak of us to the next generation…”
	Questions to Consider
	How do you tell the story of so many lost communities?
	History on Trial
	Historians
	Team One�Case Study #1 - Ioannina 
	Team Two�Case Study #2 - Monastir
	�Victoria and Isak Assael      FACES OF MONASTIR
	Slide Number 24
	Jamila Andjela Kolonomos
	Team Three�Case Study #3 - Rhodes
	Team Four�Case study #4 - Salonika 
	Slide Number 28
	Slide Number 29
	Slide Number 30
	Team Five�Case Study #5 - Zakynthos 
	Slide Number 32

