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THE RISE OF NAZI GERMIANY

ppointed Adolf Hitler as Reich
dopted anti-Semitism as focal
for a huge May Day youth

On January 30, 1933, President Hindenburg a
Chancellor (Prime Minister). The Nazi Purty a
point of its policies. Hitler is scen here arriving
parade in Berlin’s Olympic;Stadium.
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The Jewish people in pre-Holocaust Eastern

lived normal lives. They were occupied with their

Furope

professions and jobs, homes and families, friends and
organizations. Many Jews lived in small towns called
“shtetls.” They spoke their own language, Yiddish, read
Yiddish newspapers, and went to the Yiddish theater.

Religion played an important part in their daily

lives.

Jews in Western Europe were more fully integrated into
their societies and they tended to adopt the 5&::mnm3m
and culture of their non-Jewish neighbors. In OmvBm:%
Jews were full citizens. They were lawyers, _uqommmmoqm.

doctors, and business people. They distinguished

themselves in the sciences and the arts. Though the Jews
of Germany made up only one percent of the total
population, their impact on German culture was enormous.
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R\ NW\A.W In 1933, Hitler issued orders that
tﬁ\.@: should buy from a Jewish-owned

no German
store. In May of

»

Q that year there was a public burning of books written
ﬁ&\“ { by Jews and opponents of the Nazis.

In September 1935, a set of laws was passed restricting the

civil rights of the Jewish people. These were known as the
Nuremberg Laws and were a direct order from Hitler. Some of

the laws were: Jews were forbidden to vote in
their jobs were taken away; men had to add “l

German elections;
srael” and women

“garah” to their names so they would not be taken as Germans;
and Jewish children were expelled from German schools.

One of the ways that Hitler was able to spread lies to
promote his cause was through propaganda. He named Joseph
Goebbels as his Minister of Propaganda. Throu gh newspapers
and radio, Goebbels was able to publicize to the Germans the

superiority of the German people. Two of the

methods of

showing allegiance to Hitler and the Nazi party were the straight
arm salute and the use of the Nazi emblem, the swastika.
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Flames _...Emw forth
from the windows
of the n:_uomm of the
Annaturmstrasse
synagogue |

in m:mEqn:mw:

on the morhing
after Kristallnacht.

Courtesy of i
USHMM Photo Archives
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How did 71
W\ \\ Q\ W\R .\\ NS\ .\W ' was traced through parents and grandparents.

\WHd

i

In 1939 Germany conducted a census. This included

N\ W\\Qﬁ such information as birth and marriage dates, reli-
\M gion, and, for the first time, a person’s race. Race

Also, many local people knew who their Jewish
neighbors were and reported them.

The word ghetto was first used in the 16th century in
Italy and denoted the walled-in area where Jews were
forced to live. The Nazis borrowed this idea, establishing
<2 the first ghettos in Poland, in the poorest areas of

N2
U
“\\ S\ w\ each city. The entire Jewish population of each city

\\N““Q i was forced to live within a few square blocks. All of
their possessions were taken over by the Nazis in what
they called “aryanization” of Jewish property. The Jews
were not allowed to leave the ghettos except in groups
under armed escorts, for work at German installations.
Since there was little food and poor sanitary and medical
conditions, many died of starvation and disease.
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ad Labor canmp

&\Q “\\& A concentration camp was a common nw:ﬁmq where the Nazi SS
w Q &\\\\\.\U~ gathered the Jews and other victims. ._.:@mm Jews who were
3 d \R\ strong enough were selected by the Zm,u_m for forced labor. They
! .7 had to rise very early in the morning m:n_wm do heavy work until
: Q&\S\.\W ' late at night, with only a meager diet of %&Qma-aoﬁ: soup and

Wvﬁﬁ%\ X\\\.\\ \& “. ! Q\‘ coffee and dried-up bread.

In the extermination camps the Nazis systematically murdered 9@ Jews by hanging,
gassing and firing squads. The elderly, the very young and the handicapped were immediately
put to death by the Nazis, since they could not help in the war - —
effort. By 1943, the number of killings at Auschwitz-Birkenau, the : = : pea i

largest camp anywhere, was reaching 12,500 each day.

In some camps, the prisoners were tattooed with numbers on
their arms and were no longer known by name, only by number. )
Their heads were shaved and they had to wear special clothes o YN
m._.w-\. ¢
L
<

t
rr
-\..\1
U
R ]

'

and a badge denoting what type of prisoner they were. In ... «uﬂ
Auschwitz-Birkenau and other camps, many prisoners, including Muﬂ_ »“
children, were subjected to cruel “medical experiments” conduct- [if# g ﬂp
ed by Nazi doctors. Most of these experiments had no medical , ’
value. Many people died during the experiments and others were
killed after the “research” was completed. .
Some of the camps — Auschwitz- Birkenau, Belzec, Majdanek, ===
Sobibor and Treblinka — were located in Poland and some were in OQWB..»S\ — Buchenwald,
Dachau, and Ravensbruck, a camp for women only. Others were mnmgwmnmn_ throughout Europe.

]
Use map located on page 13 as a reference for location of concentration camj
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There were individuals in every country who :mm,ma their
lives and the lives of their families to hide Jews. Z%:% priests
and nuns hid Jews in convents and monasteries. ,_.:mmm
individuals are known as “righteous gentiles.” Zm:v\ Jewish
children, including Anne Frank, were hidden ﬁ:qocm: the efforts
of these heroic individuals.

Though aware of the plight of the Jews, the C:;mn_ States
and its allies, Qmmﬁ Britain and Russia, did not act 5 any rescue
effort. These powerful allies émqm
\\ Q\\% \\N\\ concerned with winning the émq against
E\\\ & \\ Germany and Japan. Their theory was ?mﬁ if they
won the war, the Jews would be saved. By the m:n_ of the war
almost 6,000,000 Jews, including 1,500,000 n:__n_:m: had per-
ished, and 5,000,000 non-Jews as well. In Poland m_o:m 90% of
the Jewish population was wiped out.

On the other hand, the country of Denmark, ﬁrocmr occu-
pied by the German army in 1940, defied the ZmN_m by refusing
to adopt anti-Jewish laws. In October 1943, the ZmN_m decided
to round up Danish Jews and send them to death nma_um The
Danes, learning of this, were able to rescue over 7, ooo of its
Jews — nearly all of the Jews of Denmark — by mmsaﬁm them to
Sweden on fishing boats. Sweden was a neutral nomcia\.

- o
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After liberation, many of the Jewish survivors
went back to their homes hoping to find family
members and friends. They found that their homes and
businesses had been taken over by the local citizens,
and most of their families and friends had mmqmm:ma.

Displaced persons camps were established

“ \\ & \N\\Nw\ “Q as temporary “homes” to help the survivors

/>\\ \& Q start new lives.

Wb@ .\U&}\ Some survivors who had relatives in the
United States were able to come to this country. The

majority of the survivors went to Israel, the Jewish

homeland, which became a state in 1948.

Today, over 50 years later, the survivors have built
productive lives and made significant contributions in
medicine, law, business, politics, teaching, music, art
and other fields. They can never forget, however, the
horror of those terrible years and the loss of their
mothers, fathers, sisters, brothers and children.
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EVIAN - City in France where 32 countries met in july
1938 to discuss the problem of the Jewish refugees.

EXTERMINATION CAMP - Nazi camps that were
equipped with gassing facilities and crematoria for the
mass murder of jews. These camps included
Auschwitz-Birkenau, Belzec, Chelmno, Majdanek,
Sobibor, and Treblinka. More than 3.5 million Jews
were murdered in these camps, as were tens of
thousands of Gypsies and others.

FINAL SOLUTION - Code words used by the Nazis
referring to the destruction of the Jewish people of
Europe. .

GENOCIDE - Coined in 1933, it means “liquidation of a
people.”
GESTAPO - The secret State Police of the Third Reich.

GHETTOS - Sections of towns and cities in which Jews
were forced to live. By placing Jews in ghettos,
Germans were able to isolate and control them.

GOEBBELS, PAUL JOSEF (1897-1945) - Nazi Minister
of Propaganda. Committed suicide at the end of the
war.

GYPSIES - Wandering sect of people also known as

Roma and Sinti, living in Europe from the 15th century.

Believed to have originally come from N.W. India.
Nazis singled out the Gypsies for persecution. Up to
500,000 Gypsies were killed in the camps.

HITLER, ADOLF (1889- 1945) - Leader of the Third
Reich, Chancellor of Germany from 1933-1945.
Committed suicide before the war ended.

JUDENREIN - German word meaning “cleansed of

jews.”

KINDERTRANSPORT - In 1938 Great Britain agreed to
receive Jewish children from Austria and Germany,

to be cared for by Jewish in
citizens. Shortly before the

stitutions and private
outbreak of the war, this

rescue operation ceased. Eventually, more than 10,000

children, mostly jewish, un

accompanied by their

parents, found refuge in Britain.

KRISTALLNACHT - “Night of Broken Glass.”
Anti-Jewish riots of November 9-10, 1938. Planned by
the German government and the Gestapo. Over 1,000
synagogues were burned, Jewish stores looted and

Jewish men arrested.

a large population of jews.

LODZ - City in Poland with
in April 1940 a ghetto was

established in Lodz. More

than 43,000 Jews died in the ghetto from disease and
starvation. The survivors were sent to Chelmno to be

gassed.

MAUTHAUSEN - Concentration camp in Austria, estab-

lished in 1938. One of the

harshest camps; many polit-

ical prisoners were held %mqm. Many were killed by
being pushed off the cliffs into stone quarries.

MEIN KAMPF (My Struggle) - Book written by Adolf
Hitler outlining his ideas about race and anti-Semitism.
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NUARY 30 - Adolf Hitler becomes Chancellor of
Germany.

FEBRUARY 28 - German government takes away
civil rights such as freedom of speech, assembly

and press.

APRIL 1 - National boycott of Jewish businesses.
MAY 10 - Public burning of books written by Jews
and opponents of Nazis.

JULY 14 - Nazi party established as the one and
only legal political party in Germany.

1932

SEPTEMBER 15 - Anti-Jewish legislation passed in
Nuremberg, including racial and citizenship laws.

1936
Summer Olympic Games take place in Berlin. All
anti-Jewish signs removed until games are over.

MARCH 13 - Austria is annexed by Germany.

JULY 6 - 15 - Evian Conference takes place in
France to discuss refugee issues.

953 ChronologY/

(@’

NOVEMBER 9-10 - Nationwide pogroms, called
Kristallnacht. Nazis burn synagogues and loot
Jewish homes and businesses.

NOVEMBER 15 - All Jewish children expelled from
public schools.

1939

MARCH 15 - German troops invade
Czechoslovakia.
JUNE - Cuba and the United States refuse to accept

Jewish refugees aboard the “St. Louis” liner. The
ship is forced to return to Europe with its 930

passengers.
SEPTEMBER 1 - Germany invades Poland. World
War Two begins.
SEPTEMBER 21 - Establishment of Jewish ghettos
in Poland decreed.

OCTOBER - Hitler allows doctors to kill mentally
and physically disabled persons.

SPRING - Germany invades Denmark, Norway,
Belgium, Luxemburg, mo:m:a and France.

MAY 20 - Establishment of Auschwitz
concentration camp.
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BioLIOGKAIIICAL SOUKCES
AND SUGGESTED KEADING

FihsdOay

Altshuler, David — Hitler's War Against the Jews
5th grade+

Bachrach, Susan — Tell Them We Remember
4th — 8th grade

Berenbaum, Michael — The World Must Know

Oth grade+

Rossel, Seymour — The Holocaust: The World and the Jews
7th grade+

Strahinich, Helen — The Holocaust: Understanding & Remembering
6th grade+

Dy ajriny & Macinolis

Adler, David — We Remember the Holocaust 5th grade+
Boas, Jacob — We are Witnesses 7th grade+
Frank, Anne — The Diary of Anne Frank 7th grade+
Friedman, Ina — The Other Victims 7th grade+
Geier, Arnold — Heroes of the Holocaust 6th grade+
Leapman, Michael — Witnesses to War 5th wa&m+
Leitner, Isabella — The Big Lie 5th — 8th grade
Lyman, Darryl — Holocaust Rescuers 6th grade+

Perl, Lila — Four Perfect Pebbles
Reiss, Johanna — The Upstairs Room

5th — 9th grade
5th — 8th grade

[y TS VT

Kerr, Judith — When Hitler Stole Pink Rabbit

3rd — 7th grade

Lowry, Lois — Number the Stars

4th — 8th grade

Orlev, Uri — The Island on Bird Street

5th — 9th grade
Richter, Hans Peter — Friedrich
5th — Oth grade

Kecummckided Viieos
Assignment Rescue
Camera of My Family
Courage to Care

Devil’s Arithmetic
Friendship in Vienna
Number the Stars
One Survivor Remembers
Through Our Eyes
Weapons of the Spirit

Keconnuended Websiies
www.ushmm.org
www.yadvashem.org.il
www.gfh.org.il

www.annefrank.nl

5th grade+
5th grade+
6th grade+
7th grade+
5th grade+
4th grade+
7th grade+
5th grade+
5th grade+
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