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Dedication 

This "Anniversary Booklet" is dedicated to all the survivors and victims of the 

events identified and to all those persecuted and to the outstanding educators 


whom through instruction in the classroom aid in the fight against bias, bigotry and 

intolerance wherever and whenever they exist. 




LESSON PLAN TEMPLATE 


Topic/Unit of Study: 

Grade Level: 

Time Needed for Lesson: 


Title of Lesson/Event Anniversary 

Lesson Objectives and/or Core Standards Addressed in Lesson: 


Key Issues Addressed in Lesson: 

Concise statement(s) identifying and explaining the issues addressed in the lesson. Examples could be 

genocide, pogrom, human rights violations, government-sponsored terrorism, civil rights violation, any 

act of discrimination/persecution/abuse based upon nationality, gender preference, sex, race, ethnicity, 

religion, social/economic class, etc. and roles of person(s) involved such as persecutor, collaborator, 

bystander, upstander, rescuer, victim/target, resister, refugee, etc. 


Items/Materials Needed for Lesson: 

Listed here would be items such as Internet sites to be used, titles of audiovisuals and how to access, 

readings needed for the lesson and where they can be acquired, any audiovisual/technology equipment 

needed, materials such as paints, etc. if project activity requiring their use is part of lesson plan 


Key Terms and Identifications for the Lesson: 

People, places, events, related laws, actions, specific term identified with the event or person, etc. 

For examples: genocide, human rights, black codes, Jim Crow laws, reservations, concentration camp, 

pogrom, mass murder, second class citizen, etc. The item and an explanation for each may be provided 

or discovering information about the items/persons listed may be part of an activity and discussion as 

part of the lesson. 


Background Information: 

This would be background information/knowledge and understanding needed by the teacher and/or 

students for the lesson. 


Instructional/Learning Activities and Procedures: 

List and describe activities; discussion points and questions regarding persons, places, events, behaviors, 

laws, etc.; audiovisual and technological sources of information to be utilized as part of the lesson; any 

readings, poems, art work, etc. to be used as part of the lesson; large and/or small group work; 

independent student research or project; worksheets and/or study guides to be completed (actual 

copies of these should be provided for the teacher); map work; discussion of special terms, etc. 


Summary Activities/Evaluation Procedures: 

List several alternate activities/means for the student to do that will be evidence of understanding the 

issues, causes & effect of actions and events, role of person(s) and the impact on self and others, etc. 

These may vary in length and complexity dependent upon the age, grade, available resources, time 

available, etc. However, the "completed work or activity" should be an indicator of level of 

comprehension and ability to apply what is learned. 


Additional Activities and Research for Students 




These anniversaries provide an 
excellent opportunity f Or the teachers to 
engage the students in research, use of 
primary sources and analysis of 
information. Each may be studied via 
the internet or material on the specific 
topics. 



ANNIVERSARY DATES 

2017- 2021 

EVENT 
YEAR 

OCCURRED 

NEXT YEAR OF 

COMMEMORATION 

#OF 

YEARS 

I 

DESCRIPTION 

Yorn Ha-Shoah 
Each year the Holocaust is remembered in April, according to the lunar calendar. It was first 
commemorated in 1951 by the state Israel. 

First deed of Indian Land 
to the English colonists 

1662 2017 355 

After the Englishmen landed at Plymouth in 1620, most of them probably would have starved to 
death had it not been for the aid of four Native Americans; a Pemaquid named Samoset and three 
Wampanoag's named Massasoit, Squanto, and Hobomah. All four Native Americans spoke English, 
which they had learned from earlier explorers. The Native Americans considered th~ English to be 
like helpless children, and they taught them how to survive. For several years the Englishmen and 
their Indian neighbors lived in peace, but more and more English came in ships. Settlements began 
crowding in upon each other. In 1625 some of the colonists asked Samoset to give them 12,000 
additional acres of Pemaquid land. Samoset didn't believe the land was his to give; it belonged to the 
Great Spirit, but he went through a ceremony of transferring the land and made his mark on a paper 
for the English. This was the first deed of Indian land made to the English colonists. 

The Nanjing Massacre 
December 

1937 
2017 80 

Japanese troops committed mass killing and rape in the city. China says 300,000 civilians and 
soldiers died in a spree of killing, rape and destruction in the six weeks after the Japanese military 
entered its then capital on December 13, 1937. 

Death of Janusz Korczak August 1942 2017 75 
In 1942, Janus Korczak, director of a Jewish orphanage in Warsaw, was offered freedom by Polish 
friends, who respected him greatly. Instead, Korczak stayed with the children as they were sent to 
the concentration camp in Treblinka. Sadly, all of the children, as well as Korczak, perished. 

American Attempts to Save 
the Jews 

August 1942 2017 75 

Rabbi Stephen S. Wise, president of the World Jewish Congress, met with other Jewish leaders and 
Franklin D. Roosevelt to discuss the recently revealed plight of European Jews. The next day, 
December 9, Christian Century. an American Protestant journal, attacked Rabbi Wise, claiming that 
he had lied about the Holocaust in his recent press conference. 

The Fate of Norwegian 
Jews 

November 
1942 

2017 75 

On November 26, 1942 532 of Norway's 2000 Jews were deported from Oslo, Norway to Stetting, 
Germany aboard the Donau. The Norwegian Jews were sent by rail to Auschwitz-Birkenau from 
Stetting. They arrived late at night on December 1. A selection process sent 346 of them to the gas 
chamber immediately. The remaining 186 were spared to labor, but within four months only 20 were 
alive. Fewer still survived the Holocaust. In this relatively remote part of Europe, the Final 
Solution was quite thorough. In all, 763 Jews were deported from Norway. Only 24 suryived. Nazi 
Germany and its collaborators killed about 45 % of the Norwegian Jews. In comparison, only 20% 
of Italian and French Jews died. 



ANNIVERSARY DATES 

2017 - 2021 

The Bergson Boys 
November 

1942 
2017 75 

A small group of Palestinian Jews, "the Bergson Boys," agitated in the US to try to help European 
Jews. Their strong activist stance upset many main line American Jewish organizations, who feared 
that these tactics would stimulate American anti-Semitism, already at its highest level in history. The 
boys ran a full page advertisement in the New York Times which read: "For Sale to 
Humanity/70,000 Jews/ Guaranteed Human Beings at $50 A Piece." 

Unified Condemnation of 
German Atrocities by the 
Allied Nations 

December 
1942 

2017 75 

Pressures from members of Parliament, from Jewish groups in England, from the Anglican Church, 
from the British press, and from the Polish government in exile persuaded the Allied governments to 
publish their first official recognition of atrocities in Poland. The Allied nations, Great Britain, the 
U.S. Soviet Union, Belgium, Czechoslovakia, Greece, Luxemburg, Holland, Norway, Poland, 
Yugoslavia, and the French National Committee officially condemned the Nazi's bestial policy of 
extermination. They vowed to punish those responsible. Several U.S. Department officials tried to 
block this declaration. All previous and following declarations neglected to mention the Jews. 

The SS Exodus July 1947 2017 70 
This was only one of the many, many ships that were stopped with refugees seeking asylum to 
Palestine. The SS Exodus was the subject of a novel by Leon Uris entitled Exodus. followed by a 
film version of this stirring tale. 

James 
Meredith/Integration at the 
University of Mississippi 

September 
1962 

2017 55 
James Meredith attempted to integrate the University of Mississippi in September of 1962. Federal 
troops had to be brought in to protect Meredith. In the 1960s Mississippi frequently defied federal 
authority. 
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-- ..;..__ _i_ 

- .... -=·:· 5;:..: 

First Indian Reservation in 
the Colonies 

1758 2018 260 

On August 1, 1758 the Colonial Assembly of New Jersey established a "permanent home" for the 
Lenni-Lenape people in Burlington County. Today there are only 85 surviving Lenni-Lenape. The 
NJ Assembly eventually sold off the land and gave the proceeds to the remaining Lenni-Lenape 
people. 

Establishment of First 
Concentration Camp 

March 1933 2018 85 
The first German concentration camp, Dachau, was established in Southern Germany. By 1945 the 
Germans built more than 1000 concentration camps throughout Eastern Europe. 
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Kristallnacht (Night of the 
Broken Glass) 

November 
1938 

2018 80 

On November 8, 1938, a 17 year old German-Jewish refugee named Herschel Grynzpan killed the 
Secretary of the German Embassy in Paris. Grynzpn was furious over his parents' expulsion from 
Germany. The murder of Secretary Ernst Von Rath triggered the tragic events of the following two 

nights. Kristallnacht occurred across Germany and Austria on November 9 and 10th, 1938. 91 Jews 
were killed, many others beaten. 30,000 Jewish men were sent to concentration camps, though most 
were released in a few weeks. 267 synagogues were desecrated and destroyed (almost all of the 
synagogues in Austria and Germany) Jewish businesses were smashed, and thousands of holy Jewish 
books were burned. Kristallnacht is considered by many as the real beginning of the Holocaust in 
Europe. 

Surrender of German 6th 

Army to Russia - major 
turning point 

February 1943 2018 75 
A major turning point in the war occurred on February 2, 1943 when the German 6th Army 
surrendered to Soviet forces at Stalingrad, Russia. From this point on, most Europeans felt that the 
Germans could not win the war. 

The Rosenstrasse Protest March 1943 2018 75 

One of the most effective acts of resistance against Nazi tyranny occurred in early 1943. Hundreds 
of male Jews married to gentile women were arrested and interned at the Rosenstrasse Jewish 
Community Center in the heart of Old Berlin, but their wives' incessant demands for their release 
proved successful. This singular act of mass German protest against the deportation of German Jews 
raised the question: what might have been achieved if more Germans had acted in a similar manner. 
Although the women were ordered to disperse and were threatened to be shot while they were 
protesting, they stood firm. The protest ended when Joseph Goebbles and others in the Nazi 
hierarchy grew fearful of domestic unrest and released the Jewish men. 

The Warsaw Ghetto 
Uprising 

April 1943 2018 75 

More than 2000 SS regular German army and foreign troops attempted to liquidate what was left of 
the Warsaw Ghetto on April 19, 1943. Approximately 40,000 Jews remained. On the eve of 
Passover 700 Jews revolted. The Jews were armed with 17 rifles, 500 pistols, and several thousand 
grenades and Molotov cocktails. The Jewish underground would fight the Nazis until the middle of 
May. The Allies neither publicized the uprising nor tried to help. The losses to the Germans were 
small, 16 dead and 85 wounded, but the Warsaw Ghetto Uprising remains an immensely important 
example of heroic Jewish resistance against overwhelming odds. 
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Resistance at Treblinka 
Concentration Camp 

August 1943 2018 75 

An inmate resistance group had planned for months to take weapons from the SS armory, take 
control of the camp and control it, and flee to partisan groups in the forest. About 4:00 p.m. On 
August 2, before the resistance leaders got full control of the arms cache, a suspicious SS officer was 
killed by a shot that alerted the camp guards and prematurely signaled the inmates to revolt. During 
exchanges of gunfire, some prisoners torched parts of the camp. As the escapees ran for their lives, 
most were gunned down from the camp's watchtowers. On the day of the uprising the camp held 
approximate 850 prisoners. 750 tried to escape; only 70 survived the Holocaust. After the 
rebellion, the Germans forced the captured escapees to raze what was left of Treblinka. Then those 
prisoners were shot, trees planted, and the site was disguised as a farm. Jewish resistance had helped 
to shut down Treblinka, but only after most of the prisoners were dead. 

Sobibor Uprising 
September 

1943 
2018 75 

Leon Feldhendler and Jewish Soviet Officer Aleksandr Pechersky, interned at the Sobibor Death 
Camp since September 1943, instigated an inmate revolt and escape, during which 11 German SS 
guards and two or three Ukrainian SS guards were killed. 200 of the 600 Jews in the camp were 
killed by gunfire and exploding mines. Of the 300 who escaped, only 100 were recaptured; many of 
the remaining 200 escapees joined Soviet partisan forces. Of these, only 50-70 survived the war. 
Two days after the Jewish revolt at Sobibor, SS Chief Heinrich Himmler ordered the camp to be 
destroyed. 

Rebellion at Majdanek 
Concentration Camp 

November 
1943 

2018 75 
A Hebrew teacher named Szosznik led an inmate resistance. Hundreds were killed; only ten 
escaped. 

Assassination of Civil 
Rights Activist Medgar 
Evers 

June 1963 2018 55 

Medgar Evers was an African American Civil Rights activist from Mississippi, who was involved in 
efforts to overturn segregation at the University of Mississippi. After returning from overseas 
military service during World War II, Evers became active in the civil rights movement and became 
a field secretary for the NAACP. Evers was murdered by Byron De La Beckwith, a member of the 
White Citizens Council. Evers was buried with full military honors in Arlington National Cemetery. 

Assassination of Dr. Martin 
Luther King, Jr. 

April 1968 2018 50 

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. was an African American clergyman, activist, and leader in the Civil 
Rights Movement in the United States. A winner of the Nobel Prize for Peace, Dr. King was best 
known for advocating and following non-violent civil disobedience. On April 4, 1968 he was shot 
by James Earl Ray in Memphis, Tennessee and our country was left to mourn one of the great heroes 
of our history. Dr. Kings' birthday has been established as a national holiday each year in memory of 
his heroism and example of leadership. 
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Two million people died and four million were displaced from their homes during the war in Darfur. 
Darfur is the largest region of Sudan, which is the largest country in Africa. Tens of thousands of 
civilians have been murdered and thousands of women raped in Sudan's western region of Darfur by 

February 2003 2018 15Genocide in Darfur 
Sudanese government militia sometimes referred to as the J anjaweed. Some of the victims escaped 
to the neighboring country of Chad. Of this terrible tragedy, Aisha Bain, who wrote The Darfur 
Diaries, said, "Darfur will undoubtedly mark one of the worst tragedies of the new millennium." 
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The Amistad, also known as the U.S. v. Libellants and Claimants of the Schooner, Amistad, 40 U.S. 
518, was a U.S. Supreme Court case resulting from the rebellion of Africans on board the Spanish 

18020191839TheAmistad 
schooner, La Amistad, in 1839. It was an unusual freedom suit that involved international issues and 
parties as well as United States law. 

The United States Cavalry, led by Colonel John Chivington, slaughtered at least 150 Cheyenne and 
2019 155The Sand Creek Massacre 1864 

Arapaho, largely women and children, the Colorado territory. 

Citizenship of the Native 
The Native Americans were officially made citizens of the United States. 2019June 1924 95

Americans 

In 1939 just before the invasion of Poland, Adolf Hitler told his generals, "The aim of war is not to 
reach definite lines but to annihilate the enemy physically. It is by this means that we shall obtain the 

The Significance of Hitler's vital living spaces that we need. Who today still speaks of the massacre or the Armenians?" Hitler 

Opinion of the Armenian used the fact that no country did anything to stop the genocide in Armenia as the measure of how the 
Genocide 

1939 2019 80 
world would respond to the murder of the Jews, the gypsies, the physically and mentally impaired, 
gays, and enemies of the Reich. Hitler's opinion of the Armenian Genocide underscores the 
importance of studying genocide and why the world needs to be diligent in fighting against it. 

Concerned that the Germans would be the first to develop the atomic bomb, expatriate Albert 
The Role of Albert Einstein 

Einstein, a German physicist, contacted President Franklin D. Roosevelt, to offer assistance in 20191939 80
in World War II 

creating an atomic bomb for the United States. 

September German forces overran western Poland, which instigated the start of World War II. Great Britain 
2019 80Official start of WW II 

and France declared war on Germany on September 3. 1939 
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Establishment of the 
Ghettos 

October 1939 2019 80 

S.S. Security Service chief, Reinhard Heydrich, ordered chiefs of Einsatzgruppen to establish in 
cooperation with German civil and military authorities Jewish ghettos in German occupied Poland. 
Heydrich decreed that all Jewish communities in Poland and greater Germany with populations 
under 500 were to be dissolved so that deportations of the Jews to urban ghettos and concentration 
camps could be accelerated. Further, Heydrich ordered the establishment of the ghetto Judenrate 
(Jewish councils).The main goals of the process of establishing the ghettos was to isolate Jews, force 
them to manufacture items for Germany, and provide easy Nazi access for deportation and 
eventually murder. 

The St. Louis May 1939 2019 80 

900 European Jews set sail for Cuba, looking to escape the Nazi threat. When Cuba refused to take 
in the refugees, a plea was made to President Roosevelt to accept the people on board. However, 
Roosevelt refused to allow the refugees to come into the United States and the ship was forced to 
return to Europe. Most of those aboard the St. Louis ended up as victims in concentration camps 
during the war. 

The Coining of the Word 
"Genocide" 

1944 2019 75 
Raphael Lemkin, a jurist, in his book Axis Rule in Occupied Europe, described Nazi rule and the 
murder of the Jews as a return to barbarism. Lemkin coined the word "genocide" from the Greek 
genos (nation/people) and cide (to kill). 

The National Congress of 
American Indians 

1944 2019 75 

The National Congress of American Indians held its first conference in Denver, Colorado. Building 
on the efforts of earlier organizations such as the Society of American Indians and the American 
Indian Federation, the NCAI worked to overcome tribal provincialism and forge a Pan-Indian 
alliance in order to advance the common objectives of the Native Americans in the United States. 
The NCAI led the opposition of the "termination" policies advanced by Congress in the 1950s, 
leading to the repudiation of those policies by President Richard Nixon in 1973. 

The Destruction of the 
Hungarian Jews 

May 1944 2019 75 
The Allies learned that more than 430,000 Hungarian Jews had been deported to Auschwitz and 
murdered since May. That left about 300,000 Jews in Hungary. 

Murder of the Greek Jews Summer 1944 2019 75 
The devastation of Greek Jewry is one of the bleakest chapters of the Holocaust. Of the more than 
58,000 Jews who were deported from Greece from March 1943-July 1944, fewer than 200 returned. 

The D - Day Invasion June 1944 2019 75 

Allied forces landed on the beaches of Normandy, France in Phase 1 of the Western Allies liberation 
of Europe. The invasion forced Germany into a two front war (with the Soviets attacking from the 
East), a war that Germany could not win. Although held up for weeks in the difficult Norman terrain, 
the Allies eventually broke through. They then swept quickly across France and approached 
Germany's borders by December. As the Allies gradually conquered territory, they encountered and 
liberated concentration camps. 
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Red Cross Visit to 
Theresienstadt, 
Czechoslovakia 

June 1944 2019 75 

A Red Cross delegation visited the camp at Theresienstadt and saw a lovely town that had been 
"sanitized" by the Germans. Although the visitors appeared to be fooled by the ruse, many said later 
that they could tell by the faces of the prisoners that all was not what it seemed. Of the more than 
140,000 Jews who were sent to Theresienstadt, over 33,000 died and about 88,000 were deported 
and killed. Only about 20,000 survived. The Jews in Theresienstadt included many promising 
artists; writers, scientists, musicians, scholars, and teachers from Czechoslovakia, Germany, and 
Austria. While in Theresienstadt children and young adults wrote poetry about their feelings and 
drew pictures about their experiences. Pavol Friedmann died in Auschwitz on September 29, 1944, 
but his poem "I Never Saw Another Butterfly" exemplifies the artistic expressions from 
Theresienstadt. 

Liberation of the 
Majdanek Concentration 
Camp 

July 1944 2019 75 

The Majdanek Concentration Camp in eastern Poland was the first of the camps to be liberated by 
the Allies on July 23, 1944. Over its years of operation as a concentration camp, around 500,000 
inmates were imprisoned there, 360,000 of whom, mostly Jews, died. When the Red Army liberated 
the camp, they found 500 inmates still alive. 

Raoul Wallenberg July 1944 2019 75 

Swedish diplomat, Raoul Wallenberg arrived in Budapest with a list of more than 600 Hungarian 
Jews for whom Swedish visas were available. With the help of other diplomats in Hungary, outside 
financial support and his own courage, Wallenberg saved tens of thousands of Jews after Budapest's 
liberation. Wallenberg then disappeared. A Russian account in 2000 suggested that W allenberg was 
executed by the Soviets at Lubyanka Prison, but the reports of his death have never been 
substantiated. 

Assassination Attempt on 
Hitler's Life 

July 1944 2019 75 

On July 20, 1944 Colonel Claus von Stauffenberg detonated a bomb near Adolf Hitler that damaged 
Hitler's eardrums, injured his right arm, and burned the Fuhrer, but it did not kill him. The failure to 
eliminate Hitler unleashed an immediate and murderous response. The conspirators in the 
assassination attempt included important individuals within the German military establishment. They 
sought to end Hitler's "incompetent, unscrupulous leadership." Stauffenberg's direct access to Hitler 
made him the most likely candidate to assassinate the German leader. After the bomb detonated, the 
conspirators believed that they had successfully killed Hitler. They moved to take over the War 
Ministry of Berlin and issued orders to arrest leading Nazis and members of the SS. Hitler's 
miraculous survival, however, preempted plans to topple the Nazi regime. Hitler's vengeance was 
rapid and severe. Participants in the attempted coup were arrested and hung. The executions were 
filmed and shown to Hitler. More than 7000 additional individuals were captured by the Gestapo, 
200 of who were executed. Von Stauffenberg was executed by a firing squad a few hours after the 
plot to kill Hitler failed. 
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Anne Frank Arrested August 1944 2019 75 

The Frank family went into hiding in the Annex in Amsterdam. Daughter Anne was 13 years old at 
the time. On Anne's birthday, June 14, her father gave her a diary, which she began keeping on that 
date. The last entry was dated August 1, 1944. The diary was preserved by Miep Gies, who helped 
the family survive during their ordeal. Upon Otto Frank's return after the war, Miep presented him 
with Anne's diary, which became the most famous diary ever published. 

Oskar Schindler October 1944 2019 75 

A Sudenten German and Nazi party member, who owned "Emalia," an enamelware factory, Oskar 
Schindler started out just looking to make his fortune. Using cheap Jewish labor, Schindler used his 
enormous wealth to protect his laborers from deportation and death. In October 1944, as the Nazi 
accelerated their destruction of Krakow's Jewish population, Schindler bribed Nazi authorities to 
allow him to move his factory and 1100 workers to safety in Brunnlitz in the Sudetenland. Schindler 
was responsible for saving the lives of his employees at great peril to his own life and has been 
designated as one of the Righteous in Israel. 

Battle of the Bulge 
December 

1944 
2019 75 

Along a 40 mile front in Luxembourg's Ardennes Forest, 300,000 German troops, comprising the 
Fifth and Sixth Panzer, armies launched a surprise offensive against the American First and Ninth 
armies. Inexperienced front line American troops were overwhelmed as the Germans gambled 
everything on a bid to seize the strategic port of Antwerp, Belgium. Because of early German gains 
that created a bulging salient to the American lines, the action came to be known as "The Battle of 

the Bulge." By December 26th, the German's last ditch offensive of the war in the Ardennes Forest 
stalled, following ten days of impressive gains. Nearly 250,000 German troops had been killed, 
wounded, or captured, and more than 1400 German tanks and heavy assault guns had been lost. 
Frorri this point on, Germany was on the defensive. 

Assassination of Civil 
Rights Workers 

June 1964 2019 55 

Three American civil rights workers, James Earl Chaney, Andrew Goodman, and Michael "Mickey" 
Schwemer, were shot at close range on June 21-22, 1964 by members of the Mississippi White 
Knights of the Ku Klux Klan, the Neshoba County's sheriffs office, and the Philadelphia Police 
Department of Philadelphia, Mississippi. The three civil rights workers had been working on the 
"Freedom Summer" campaign, attempting to register black citizens to vote. Their murders sparked 
national outrage and a massive federal investigation. The FBI referred to this investigation as 
"Mississippi Burning" and eventually found the bodies 44 days after their murders in an earthen 
dam. After the state government of Mississippi refused to prosecute, the federal government stepped 
in and charged 18 individuals with the crime. Only 7 were convicted, and they received minor 
sentences for their actions. However, the deaths of the civil rights workers assisted in the passing of 
the Civil Rights Act of 1964 and the Voting Rights Act of 1965. 

Civil Rights Act of 1964 July 1964 2019 55 
The Civil Rights Act of 1964 outlawed major forms of discrimination against racial, ethnic, national, 
religious minorities, and women. It ended unequal application of voter's registration requirements, 
and racial segregation in school, the workplace, and by facilities that serve the general public. 
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The Native American 
Occupation of Alcatraz 

November 
1969 

2019 50 

After Alcatraz closed as a federal prison, a group called Indians of All Tribes claimed Alcatraz 
Island as their property. The occupation of the island lasted for 19 months, despite terrible living 
conditions. Although fraught with controversy and forcibly ended, the occupation of Alcatraz is 
recognized by many as having brought attention to the plight of Native Americans in the United 
States and sparked more than 200 instances of civil disobedience among Native Americans. The 
occupation of Alcatraz had a direct effect on federal policy toward the Native Americans and 
established a precedent for Native American activism in the modern era. 

Genocide in Rwanda April 1994 2019 25 

Over the course of approximately 100 days (April 6-mid July 1994) over 500,000 Tutsis were 
murdered by the Hutus in Rwanda. As much as 20% of the country's population was killed in the 
culmination of longstanding ethnic competition and tensions between the minority Tutsi, who had 
controlled power for centuries and the majority Hutu people, who had come to power in the 
rebellion of 1959-62. Today Rwanda has two public holidays to commemorate the deaths. One is 
Genocide Memorial Day on April 7th, which marks the st.art of the genocide, and Liberation Day, 
which is celebrated on July 4th, marking the end of the tragedy. The week following April 7 is an 
official week of mourning in Rwanda. One global impact of the Rwandan genocide is that it served 
as the impetus to the creation of the International Criminal Court, so that ad hoc tribunals would not 
need to be created for future incidents of genocide, crimes against humanity, and war crimes. 
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Andrew Jackson and The 
Trail of Tears Law 

1830 2020 190 

On May 28, 1830 Congress passed a law stating that the Indians should be removed to land west of 
the Mississippi, land which was "guaranteed to the Indian tribes as long as they should occupy it." 
However, new waves of white settlers going westward forming the territories of Wisconsin and Iowa 
caused the lawmakers to push back the "permanent Indian frontier." The forced relocation and 
movement of Native American nations from the southeastern parts of the United States (involving 
the Cherokee, Muscogee, Seminole, Chickasaw, and Choctaw nations) came to be known as "The 
Trail of Tears." The forced re-locations have been referred to as a "death march," in particular with 
reference to the Cherokee march across the Midwest , which occurred on a predominantly land 
route. Eventually the Indians ended up in present day Oklahoma, Florida, North Carolina, 
Mississippi, and Alabama. Many Native Americans suffered from exposure, disease, and starvation 
on the route to their destinations. Many died, including 60,000 of the 130,000 relocated Cherokee. 

Assassination of Sitting 
Bull 

1890 2020 130 

On December 15, 1890, 43 Indian police surrounded the cabin of the famous Sitting Bull, last of the 
great Indian chiefs. They had come to take Sitting Bull into custody. However, he was shot by Red 
Tomahawk, as a squadron of cavalry waited three miles away for the captured Sitting Bull to be 
brought to them. 
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The Nuremberg Laws 
passed 

September 
1935 

2020 85 

On September 15, 1935 the first Nuremberg Laws were passed, including the Reich Citizenship Law 
and the Law of Protection of German Blood and Honor. The Jews were returned to the legal position 

that they had held before their emancipation in the 19th century. Jews were no longer considered 
German citizens in the Reich; they could not marry non-Jews. Basically the Jews were stripped of 
their political rights, which was only the beginning of the horrors to come. 

Killing the Gypsies of 
Europe 

May 1940 2020 80 Deportation of the European gypsies begins from Germany. 

Establishment of Auschwitz May 1940 2020 80 

On May 20, 1940 Auschwitz began functioning as a concentration camp in Poland. Because most of 
Europe's Jews lived in Poland and Eastern Europe, the six concentration camps that were known as 
death camps were established in Poland: Auschwitz-Birkenau, Chelmno, Belzec, Treblinka, 
Sobibor, and Majdanek. 

Churchill becomes Prime 
Minister of Great Britain 

May 1940 2020 80 
As German forces invade Holland, Belgium, Luxemburg, and France, Winston Churchill succeeds 
Neville Chamberlain as British prime minister. 

The Establishment of the 
Warsaw Ghetto 

October 1940 2020 80 

In October of 1940 the Jews were forced to pay for and build a wall around the Warsaw ghetto. On 
November 15, 1940 the Nazis sealed off the Warsaw Ghetto from the rest of the city, isolating the 
Jews and cramming 400,000 people into a tiny portion of the city. Disease, starvation, and ultimately 
mass deportations killed most of the ghetto population. 

Liberation of Auschwitz January 1945 2020 75 
Soviet troops liberated Auschwitz and found 7000 living inmates, including the father of Anne 
Frank, Otto. 

Final Meeting of the "Big 
Three" 

February 1945 2020 75 

The final meeting of "The Big Three," Winston Churchill, Franklin D. Roosevelt, and Josef Stalin 
occurred in Yalta, the Ukraine in February 1945. At this conference the three allied powers made 
plans regarding the composition of post war Europe, including finalizing arrangements for 
occupation of postwar Germany. The Soviet Union also agreed to enter the war against Japan once 
the European conflict was over. 

Liberation of Ohrdruf April 1945 2020 75 

Generals Omar Bradley, George Patton, and Dwight D. Eisenhower were present at the liberation of 
the Ohrdruf Concentration Camp, the first camp to be liberated by the United States. The liberation 
of this camp was proof to the world of Nazi barbarity. The famous picture of the three generals is on 
display at the top floor of the Holocaust Museum in Washington, D.C. 



ANNIVERSARY DATES 
2017- 2021 

Adolph Hitler's Death April 1945 2020 75 

The collapse of the German war effort and the steady advance of the Allied armies drove major 
agencies of the Nazi government into underground bunkers. Hitler spent the last weeks of his life in 
a dank, 18 room bunker located directly under the Reich Chancellery in Berlin. As the Soviets 
closed in, Hitler was a shadow of his former self. His body was stooped and emaciated, and his 
hands and voice shook. He suffered violent mood swings and forcefully rejected an opportunity to 
escape Berlin by plane. Before Hitler's demise, he expelled Goring and Himmler from the Nazi 
party. On April 29 he married his longtime mistress, Eva Braun, and dictated his last will and 
testament. The final statement of his political testament reads, "Above all, I obligate the leaders of 
the nation and their following to a strict observance of the racial laws, and to a merciless resistance 
to the poisoner of all peoples, international Jewry." On April 30, 1945, sometime between 3:00
4:00 p.m. Hitler put a pistol to his head, bit into a cyanide capsule and shot himself. Braun, too, 
committed suicide. Hitler's faithful subordinates, including his driver, Erich Kempka, and the 
commander of the SS guards, Hans Rattenhuber, followed Hitler's last order. They doused Hitler and 
Braun's bodies with gasoline and lit them on fire. Debate swirled afterward over whether or not the 
remains that the Soviets found were really those of Hitler and Braun. 

Germany Surrenders May 1945 2020 75 
On May 7, 1945 the Germans surrendered and war on the European front ended VE Day was 
celebrated on May 8, 1945. 

Official Beginning of the 
Armenian Genocide 

April 1915 2020 105 

The starting date of the genocide is conventionally held to be April 24, 1915, the day when Ottoman 
authorities arrested 250 Armenian intellectuals and community leaders in Constantinople. 
Thereafter, the Ottoman military uprooted Armenians from their homes and forced them to march 
for hundreds of miles, depriving them of food and water, to the desert of what is now Syria. 
Massacres were indiscriminate of age or gender, with rape and other sexual abuse commonplace 
events. The majority of Armenian Diaspora communities were founded as a result of the Armenian 
genocide. Known by Armenians as "The Great Crime," the Armenian Genocide was the Ottoman 
government's systematic extermination of its minority Armenian subjects from their historic 
homeland in the territory constituting the present day Republic of Turkey. It took place during and 
after World War I and was implemented in two phases: the killing of the able-bodied male 
population through massacre and forced labor, and the deportation of women, children, the elderly, 
and the infirm on death marches to the Syrian Desert. The total number of people killed has been 
estimated at between 1 and 1.5 million. 

Harry Truman and 
Palestine 

August 1945 2020 75 

Harry Truman, Roosevelt's little known successor, struggled to fill the shoes of the beloved FDR 
after the President's death. Concerned about Jews liberated from the Nazi Concentration Camps, 
Truman pressured the British to allow more Jews to immigrate to Palestine. He also lobbied 
Congress to permit more displaced persons to enter the United States. Truman's efforts faced 
opposition from segments of the public, State Department, and some Congressmen. 



ANNIVERSARY DATES 

2017- 2021 

Hiroshima/Nagasaki -The 
Surrender of Japan 

August 1945 2020 75 
An American B-29 dropped an atomic bomb on Hiroshima, Japan. Three days later another B-29 
dropped an atomic bomb on Nagasaki, Japan. On September 2, 1945 Japan surrendered, thus ending 
World War II. 

The Killing Fields of 
Cambodia 

1975 2020 45 

The Killing Fields of Cambodia are a number of sites in Cambodia where masses of people were 
killed and buried under the leadership of Pol Pot, known as "the Hitler of Cambodia," Khmer Rouge 
regime, during its rule of Cambodia from 197 5-1979. Analysis of 20,002 mass grave sites by the 
DC-Cam Mapping Program and Yale University indicate that at least 1,386, 734 victims of 
execution are buried across Cambodia. Estimates of the total number of deaths resulting from Khmer 
Rouge policies, including disease and starvation, range from 1.7 to 2.5 million out of a population of 
8 million in 1975. In 1979, communist Vietnam invaded Democratic Kampuchea and toppled the 
Khmer Rouge regime. The Khmer Rouge regime arrested and eventually executed almost everyone 
suspected of connections with the former government or with foreign governments, as well as 
professionals and intellectuals. Vietnamese, Thai, Chinese, Cambodian Christians, and Buddhist 
monks were the demographic targets of persecution . 
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German Olympics August 1936 2021 85 
In August of 1936 the Germans hosted the Olympic Games. Due to the fact that the great American 
Jesse Owens was a black athlete who won four gold medals in the games, Adolf Hitler refused to 
shake Owens' hand. 

The Dutch Strike in 
Support of the Jews 

February 1941 2021 80 
Tens of thousands of Dutch citizens participated in a general strike in order to protect the 
deportation of Jews from their country, the only such strike in Europe in reaction io the deportation 
of the Jews. · 

Establishment of 
Theresienstadt 

November 
1941 

2021 80 

In November of 1941 the Nazis established the Theresienstadt concentration camp, outside of 
Prague. In mid-1944 the Nazis temporarily beautified Theresienstadt to deceive an investigating 
committee of the International Red Cross and to make a propaganda film that pictured the ghetto as 
Hitler's gift to the Jews. Of the over 140,000 Jews who were sent to Theresienstadt, 33,000 died and 
88,000 were deported and killed. Only about 19,000 people survived Theresiestadt. 

The Bombing of Pearl 
Harbor 

December 
1941 

2021 80 
On December 7, 1941 the Japanese bombed Pearl Harbor in the island of Oahu. The United States, 
Great Britain, Australia, and New Zealand declared war on Japan on December 8. Germany and 
Italy declared war on the United States on December 8. 

Nat Turner's Rebellion 
(otherwise known as the 
Southampton Insurrection) 

1831 2021 190 

Led by Nat Turner, rebel slaves killed between 55-65 white people in Southampton County, 
Virginia. This was the highest number of fatalities caused by any slave uprising in the American 
South. The rebellion was quelled, but Turner survived in hiding for two months afterward. In the 
aftermath there was widespread fear, and white militias o~ganized against slaves. Virginia executed 
56 slaves accused of being part of the rebellion. Turner eluded capture for two months, but on 
October 30, 1831, a white farmer, Benjamin Phillips, discovered Turner hiding in a hole covered by 
fence rails. Turner was arrested, tried, and hung on November 4, 1831 in Jerusalem, Virginia. 



ANNIVERSARY DATES 

2017 - 2021 

Battle of Wounded Knee January 1891 2021 130 

On January 3rd, 1891, led by Big Foot, a band of Sioux attempted to surrender to four troops of 
cavalry. After attempting to disarm the 120 men, who were accompanied by 230 women and 
children, the cavalry began firing on everyone when a young Indian, Black Coyote, became agitated 
about his gun being confiscated. During the shooting, Big Foot and more than half of his people 
were killed or seriously wounded. The soldiers lost 25 men and had 39 inju~ed; most of them struck 
by their own bullets or shrapnel. This was the last stand of the Native Americans, a tragic ending to 
a proud people. Of Wounded Knee holy man Black Elk stated, "I did not know then how much was 
ended. When I look back now from this high hill of my old age, I can still see the butchered women 
and children lying heaped and scattered all along the crooked gulch as plain as when I saw them 
with eyes still young. And I can see that something else died there in the bloody mud, and was 
buried in the blizzard. A people's dream died there. It was a beautiful dream ...the nation's hope is 
broken and scattered. There is no center any longer, and the sacred tree is dead." 

Nagasaki - The Surrender 
of Japan 

July 1946 2021 75 

After the war the few Jews who returned to Poland found hatred and murder waiting for them. 
Following the disappearance of a Christian child at Kielce, Poland, a violent pogrom broke out 
against the city's Jews. A mob stormed the Jewish community centers and murdered 42 Jews, 
including two children. (The missing Christian boy was found alive and well in a neighboring 
village). Other anti-Jewish programs broke out across Poland. 
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