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A RESOLUTION
ADOPTING NEW PRAXIS II TESTS AND QUALIFYING SCORES FOR TEACHER OF SPANISH, TEACHER OF FRENCH, TEACHER OF GERMAN, TEACHER OF READING, AND TEACHER OF BUSINESS EDUCATION


[bookmark: OLE_LINK1]WHEREAS, the State Board of Education has required that teacher certification candidates pass tests in specified disciplines in accordance with N.J.A.C. 6A:9-8.1, effective January 5, 2009; and

WHEREAS, the State Board of Education has required tests for the certificates for Teacher of Spanish, Teacher of French, Teacher of German, Teacher of Reading, and Teacher of Business Education in accordance with N.J.A.C. 6A:9-8.1 and N.J.A.C. 6A:9-11.10; and

WHEREAS, the Educational Testing Service (ETS) has recently established new tests in these subjects to replace the current Praxis II Subject Assessment tests that are in use by the department; and 

WHEREAS, the department has reviewed national standard-setting studies for the Spanish, French, and German tests to determine the validity of and the theoretically appropriate qualifying score for those tests, and whereas the department has participated in national standard-setting studies for the Reading and Business Education tests to determine the validity of and the theoretically appropriate qualifying score for those tests; and

WHEREAS, the State Board of Education approves the department’s selection of the respective Praxis II tests and initial qualifying scores for those certificates; and 

WHEREAS, the department will monitor the impact of these tests and qualifying scores on the passing rates for each subject area and will report any problems with the same to the State Board of Education; now therefore be it 

RESOLVED, that the State Board of Education hereby supports the department’s selection of these five Praxis II Subject Assessment tests; and be it further

RESOLVED, that the State Board of Education hereby acknowledges and accepts the department’s establishment of the following qualifying scores effective October 1, 2010:


Praxis II Test				Qualifying Score

Teacher of Spanish					168		
Teacher of French					162
Teacher of German					163
Teacher of Reading				159
Teacher of Business Education			154





_____________________________			______________________________
Bret Schundler, Commissioner				Arcelio Aponte, President
Secretary, State Board of Education			State Board of Education





New Jersey World Language Test Review Report
Princeton, NJ
June 4, 2010


Key Participants

Peter V. Yeager, Client Relations Director, ETS
Nathan Estel, Client Relations Director, ETS
Clyde Reese, Center for Validity Research, ETS
Brenda Silver, Test Coordinator, New Jersey Department of Education
Robert Higgins, Director, Office of Licensing and Academic Credentials

Purpose of Meeting

The purpose of the meeting was to conduct test reviews for the French, German and Spanish World Language assessments.
Meeting Details

New Jersey has asked ETS to conduct test reviews for World Languages: French (0174), World Languages: German (0183) and World Languages: Spanish (0195). New Jersey also asked ETS to provide a review of the multi-state standard setting study process used by states to validate this test and the results of the study. New Jersey was unable to participate in the multi-state study.

ETS began the session with a presentation that focused on test construction and adoption and what the panelists’ role in the test adoption process was. Panelists were then split into their respective tests and reviewed a soon-to-be-live version of their test, including the listening and speaking sections presented via Compact Disk. After reviewing the tests, the group re-formed to discuss their overall impressions of the test. Finally, ETS presented information on the multi-state Standard Setting Study and how the recommended score value was set. The ETS presentation will be attached to this report.

World Languages: French (0174)

Participants:

Jennifer Kirk
Cala Nanda
Laura Polk
Valerie Morris
Constance Signon
Brigette Fischer
Nancy Mousavi

Discussion:

The test review panel for Early the World Languages: French test voiced their general support for using the assessment, both in the format and content of the test. A majority of the participants felt the listening section of the test would be difficult for candidates, but that overall the test was fair and appropriate measure for New Jersey to use. Panelist comment sheets will be attached to this report.

World Languages: German (0183)

Participants:

Mary Timmerman
Laura Hanley
Dana Heimlich
Gregory Elbin

Discussion:

The test review panel for the World Language: German assessment overall supported the use of the test and felt it was a strong reflection of the language standards teachers were expected to know. Participants mentioned that the format and conversations within the speaking section were particularly well done. Panelist comment sheets will be attached to this report.

World Languages: Spanish (0195)

Participants:

Ana Benavides
Nancy Lucca
Janice Brunet
Jennifer Griffith
Javier Blanco
Norma Bowen
Jose Pan
Charles Mann, Jr.
Emily Neubauer
Anna Cafara

Discussion:

While the test review panel for World Language: Spanish generally supported the use of this test, several native-speaking panel members indicated that the test seemed easy while non-native speakers on the panel indicated the test was fair. Panelists seemed to like how culture was measured throughout the test and that the listening section was well-done. One panelist felt strongly that the test did not include enough literature. Panelist comment sheets will be attached to this report.


COMPARISON OF EXISTING AND PROPOSED PRAXIS II TESTS
July 7, 2010


	Current Test
	Current Passing Score
	Pass Rate % 
9/1/08 – 8/31/09
	New Test
	New Passing Score
	Probable Pass Rate %

	French: Content Knowledge (0173)
	156
	86.2
	World Language: French (0174)
	162
	

	German: Content Knowledge (0181)
	157
	74.1
	World Language: German (0183)
	163
	

	Spanish: Content Knowledge (0191)
	159
	89.3
	World Language: Spanish (0195)
	168
	

	Business Education (0100)
	580
	94.5
	Business Education (0101)
	154
	

	Introduction to the Teaching of Reading (0200)
	560
	90.5
	Teaching Reading (0204)
	159
	






image1.jpeg
State of Nefo Jersey

CHRIS CHRISTIE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
Governor PO Box 500
KiM GUADAGNO TrENTON, NJ 08625-0500 BRET SCHUNDLER

Lt. Governor Commissioner




image2.png




