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New Jersey State Board of Education

Minutes of the Regular Monthly Meeting

in the Conference Room on the First Floor
100 River View Executive Plaza

Trenton, NJ

March 7, 2011
Presiding:

Arcelio Aponte, President

Secretary:

Christopher D. Cerf, Acting Commissioner

PRESENT CONSTITUTING A QUORUM 

ABSENT
Mr. Jack Fornaro





Dr. Ronald Butcher

Mr. Andrew Mulvihill





Ms. Claire Eckert 


Mr. Ilan Plawker 





Ms. Edithe Fulton

Mr. Peter Simon 





Mr. Robert Haney

Dr. Dorothy Strickland 




Dr. Ernest Lepore

CONVENING

Arcelio Aponte, President, State Board of Education, convened the public meeting with the reading of the statement pertaining to the public session of the State Board meeting as it complies with the Open Public Meetings Act.  


The New Jersey Open Public Meetings Act was enacted to insure the right of the public to have advance notice of and to attend the meeting of public bodies at which any business affecting their interest is discussed or acted upon.  


In accordance with the provisions of this Act, the State Board of Education has caused notice of this meeting to be published by having the date, time and place thereof posted in the Department of Education, Secretary of State’s Office and notice also having been given to the State House Press Corps, the Governor’s Office and the state board agenda subscribers. 

And seeing there was a quorum the meeting of March 7, 2011 was called to order. 

ADJOURN TO EXECUTIVE SESSION

Vice President Aponte then read the resolution pertaining to the executive session of the State Board meeting as it complies with the Open Public Meetings Act.


WHEREAS, in order to protect the personal privacy and to avoid situations wherein the public interest might be disserved, the Open Public Meetings Act permits public bodies to exclude the public from that portion of a meeting at which certain matters are discussed, now therefore be it


RESOLVED, that consistent with the provision of NJSA 10:4-12(b), the State Board of Education will now adjourn to executive session to discuss personnel and legal issues.

The State Board immediately adjourned to executive session.  
CONVENING

President Aponte reconvened the public meeting at 10:00 a.m. with the reading of the resolution pertaining to the resumption of the public session of the State Board meeting as it complies with the Open Public Meetings Act.


WHEREAS, consistent with the provision of N.J.S.A. 10:4-12(b), the State Board will now adjourn from executive session to resume the open session of this meeting.  

PLEDGE OF ALLEGANCE

STUDENT SPEAKERS

Acting Commissioner Cerf stated that Tabitha Nicodemus, the student representative for the 2010-2011 school year would not be in attendance today.
INTRODUCTIONS

Acting Commissioner Cerf recognized Joseph Passiment, Executive County School Business Administrator (Monmouth County), who represented the executive county superintendents.    

STUDENT RECOGNITION

The State Board recognized four 2010 Davidson Fellows (Monmouth County) from New Jersey, as a part of its monthly recognition program designed to honor a student or a group of students who have made a significant contribution to school, community, family or other groups. The State Board recognized James Michael Colon for his outstanding accomplishments in Literature and Janie Gu, James Ting and Kyle Loh for their outstanding accomplishments in Science.

On behalf of the State Board, President Aponte congratulated the 2010 Davidson Fellows on their achievements.  

APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF THE MEETINGS

On a motion duly seconded and carried, the State Board members approved the minutes of the public meeting conducted on February 16, 2010.  
PRESIDENT’S REPORT

Public Testimony

President Aponte stated that a public testimony session would not be held today at 3:00 p.m. because there were no topics scheduled for this session.  

Meeting of the State Board of Career and Technical Education
President Aponte stated that the State Board would meet as the State Board of Career and Technical Education on Wednesday, March 16, 2011 at the Union County Vocational Technical School in Scotch Plains.  He also stated that the public portion of the meeting is scheduled to begin at 10:45 a.m. with a panel discussion of Issues in Career and Technical Education.  He further stated the State Board would hear from students and business leaders about how career and technical education has impacted their futures and their businesses. 
Resolution to Honor Josephine Hernandez 

On behalf of the State Board of Education, President Aponte presented a resolution honoring Josephine Hernandez for her service on the State Board and to the children of New Jersey.  

On a motion duly seconded and carried, the State Board approved the following resolution read by State Board member Dorothy Strickland:
Resolution to Honor josephine hernandez

whereas, Ms. Josephine Hernandez has faithfully served as a member of the New Jersey State Board of Education since 2004 and is being honored for her dedication to the children of New Jersey; and 

whereas, Ms. Josephine Hernandez has served with distinction and integrity as President of the New Jersey State Board of Education from July 2008-July 2010; and

Whereas, Ms. Hernandez contributed significantly to the work of the State Board through her service on various committees that examined critical issues in public education related to student assessment, international education, school safety and student discipline, and urban education;  and 

Whereas, Ms. Hernandez, through her role as the chair of the Legal Committee, was an effective resource in reviewing all legal appeals from Commissioner’s decisions and in assisting the committee’s formulation of recommendations in each case; and 

Whereas, Ms. Hernandez, as the career and technical education liaison, consistently advocated for the provision of high quality programs aimed at ensuring and enhancing viable career opportunities for all of New Jersey’s students; and

WHEREAS, Ms. Hernandez consistently supported best practices and innovation in education, in part, by encouraging policy that provided multiple opportunities for collaboration and sharing among education professionals to enable them to implement proven methods of success in their classrooms and schools; and

whereas, Josephine Hernandez used her knowledge of issues in local school districts to analyze and consider policy in public education based on her personal experiences and interactions with students, teachers, and administrators; now therefore be it

resolved, that it is both fitting and proper that the New Jersey State Board of Education and the Commissioner of Education extend their sincerest gratitude to Ms. Josephine Hernandez for her commitment to the children of New Jersey by devoting her time and energy to the State Board in the development of public education policy in New Jersey; and be it further



Resolved, that the New Jersey State Board of Education and the Commissioner of Education extend best wishes for health and happiness to Ms. Josephine Hernandez and her family.

Resolution to Adopt the State Board Mission, Vision and Goal Statements

President Aponte presented a resolution to adopt the 2011 Vision, Mission and Goal Statements of the State Board of Education.  President Aponte also read the 2011 Vision, Mission and Goal Statements into the record. President Aponte further stated that the State Board is targeting June 1 and 2, 2011 for a meeting to develop the Strategic Plan.  

On a motion duly seconded and carried, the State Board approved the following resolution read by State Board member Ilan Plawker:
RESOLUTION TO ADOPT THE 2011

VISION, MISSION AND GOAL STATEMENTS FOR THE STATE board OF EDUCATION

WHEREAS, the New Jersey State Board of Education is charged with assuring that each public school student receives a thorough and efficient education; and


WHEREAS, the State Board of Education held an annual policy retreat in October 2010 with the Department of Education and requested that the State Board President develop Vision, Mission and Goal Statements for the State Board of Education that capture the current priorities of the State Board and the spirit of public education within the state; and 

WHEREAS, the State Board of Education considered the draft Vision, Mission and Goal Statements at its February 16, 2011 monthly public business meeting; now therefore be it

RESOLVED, that the New Jersey State Board of Education hereby adopts the Vision, Mission and Goal Statements; and be it further 

Resolved, that the State Board of Education in conjunction with the Commissioner of Education will develop a new Strategic Plan for Systemic Improvement of Education with content generated at meeting the Vision, Mission and Goal Statements adopted on this date for consideration by the State Board of Education by the Fall of 2011. 

COMMISSIONER’S REPORT

Milken Awards
Acting Commissioner Cerf and Rochelle Hendricks introduced Rachel Tonkovich, the 2010 National Educator Milken Foundation Award winner.  Ms. Tonkovich received the $25,000 award at a surprise assembly at the Nellie F. Bennett Elementary School in Point Pleasant on February 1, 2011.  President Aponte congratulated Rachel on behalf of the State Board.
Interim Charter Schools Progress Report

Acting Commissioner Cerf provided an interim charter schools report demonstrating how many New Jersey’s charter schools are outperforming traditional public schools while serving the same population of students.  He stated that the Department will commission an independent analysis of all this data to inform charter policies.
Paterson Annual Report

Acting Commissioner Cerf introduced Dr. Donald Evans, superintendent Paterson Public Schools who provided his annual report to the State Board.  Dr. Evans outlined his Strategic Plan for improving the Paterson Public Schools from 2009-2014.  He stated that the district is focusing on the following four priorities and corresponding goals for meeting each of these priorities:

· Effective Academic Programs

· Increase Student Achievement

· Create Healthy School cultures
· Improve Graduation Rate, Reduce Dropout Rate

· Improve Internal Communication

· Progression Planning for School and Administrative Positions

· Increase Academic Rigor

· Safe, Caring and Orderly Schools
· Create Schools with healthy School Cultures and Climates

· Improve Student Discipline

· School Uniforms

· Student Advisories

· Character Education

· Revise Student Assignment/School Choice Plan

· Facilities are Clean and Safe and meet 21st Century Learning Standards

· Family and Community Engagement
· Create Family and Community Engagement Plan

· External Communications Plan

· Customer Service Focus

· Partnerships with Community Organizations, Agencies and Institutions

· Full Service Schools

· Parent Education

· Efficient and Responsive Operations
· Increase Accountability for Performance

· Customer Service Focus
· Increase Capacity
Teacher Effectiveness Task Force
Acting Commissioner Cerf stated that pursuant to Executive Order 42, the Teacher Effectiveness Task Force presented its interim report to Governor Christie on March 3, 2011.  He stated that the report outlines a multiple measures approach to teacher accountability and student performance.  Commissioner Cerf thanked the members of the Task Force for their work.    
Assessment Consortia

Acting Commissioner Cerf stated that the Department is close to making a decision on which of the two Assessment Consortia it is seeking to join.  He stated that choosing to join one of the Consortia will move New Jersey from a participating state to a governing state and will give New Jersey more decision making authority on major policies and operational procedures. He also stated that New Jersey will receive funds for implementation once it formally joins a Consortia.
ITEMS FOR CONSIDERATION:

On motions duly seconded and carried, the State Board of Education took the following action:

 *A.
Appointments
· There were no appointments
 *B.
Certification of School Districts
· Certified for a period of three years, those school districts recommended by the Commissioner, pursuant to N.J.S.A. 18A:7A-14a and b.
 *C.
Professional Licensure and Standards
· Discussed the readoption with amendments pertaining to the regulations proposed at NJAC 6A:16, pursuant to NJSA 18A:4-15, P.L. 2001, c.(246), NJSA 18A:36-5.1, NJSA 18A:17-46, NJSA 18:36-5.1, NJSA 2A:4A-60, NJSA 18A:37-2.1, NJSA 2C:33-19, NJSA 18A;37-1 through 5, NJSA 18A:38-25 through 31, NJSA 18A:25-2, 20 USC Section 1400, Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, P.L. 107-110 (Title IV, Part A, Subpart 4, Section 415, and Title IX, Part E, Subpart 2, Section 9532), NJSA 18A:37-13 et seq., NJSA 2A:4A-60, NJSA 18A:36-19a, 20 USC Section 1232g, 34 CFR Part 99, 20 USC Section 1232h, 34 CFR Part 98, 45 CFR Section 160, 42 CFR Part 2, NJSA 18A:40A-7.1, N.J.S.A. 18A:36‑19.

Work Session
Career and Technical Education Vision
Marie Barry, Director, Office of Career and Technical Education provided an overview of the vision for Career and Technical Education (CTE) in New Jersey that included a brief history, the CTE delivery system in NJ, various types of CTE programs, career clusters and programs of study and student outcomes for CTE participants.

.  
New business

There was no new business.
ADJournment

On a motion duly seconded and carried the State Board of Education adjourned its March 7, 2011 public meeting at 3:02 p.m.








__________________________________








Christopher Cerf, Acting Commissioner








Acting Secretary, State Board of Education 
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