Adoption Resolution
November 14, 2012
APPROVAL OF GRANT FOR ACCEPTED DONATED FUNDS

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 18A:4-26 requires the approval of the New Jersey State Board of Education in order for the Commissioner of Education to accept donated funds; and

WHEREAS, the New Jersey State Board of Education approved the acceptance of the $430,000 in donated funds from The Eli and Edythe Broad Foundation on June 6, 2012; and

WHEREAS, the Department has completed the negotiation of a contract to officially receive those funds and has presented that contract to the State Board of Education; and

WHEREAS, the shared goal of the Department and State Board of Education is to ensure that all children, regardless of life circumstances, graduate from high school college and career ready; and

WHEREAS, the Department is pursuing a comprehensive education reform agenda aimed at supporting our struggling schools and addressing the State’s persistent achievement gap; and 

WHEREAS, the Department’s Regional Achievement Centers will work directly with our State’s most struggling schools to implement proven turnaround principles such as improving school climate and culture and the quality of instruction; and

WHEREAS, the Office of Charter Schools continues to build upon best practices in approving and renewing charters in order to ensure that all charter schools offer excellent educational opportunities to students; and

WHEREAS, the $430,000 in donated funds from The Eli and Edythe Broad Foundation will support the following initiatives:

· $290,000 – to provide world class training in the eight proven turnaround principles to Regional Achievement Center staff and leadership in Priority and Focus Schools.
· $140,000 – to retain consultation and assistance in the continued improvement of the renewal and approval processes of the Office of Charter Schools.

WHEREAS, the grant funds will accelerate the Department’s work to support our most struggling schools and improve the quality of the State’s charter schools; now therefore be it

RESOLVED, that the New Jersey State Board of Education accepts the terms of the grant between the Department of Education and The Eli and Edythe Broad Foundation and formally accepts the donation in the amount of $430,000 for the aforementioned specific purposes.
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