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Summary of Comments and Agency Responses:

The following is a summary of the comments received from State Board of Education members and the Department’s responses.  Each commenter is identified at the end of the comment by a letter that corresponds to the following list:

A.
Ronald K. Butcher, Member

State Board of Education

1. 
COMMENT: The commenter asked for clarification on whether the cut scores for the tests in question were proposed for change. (A)

RESPONSE: The cut scores will be different from current cut scores because these are all  revised tests, with new cut scores recommended by the test vendor.
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July 10, 2013
A RESOLUTION

ADOPTING NEW PRAXIS II TESTS AND QUALIFYING SCORES FOR MIDDLE

SCHOOL MATHEMATICS, PRE-K THROUGH GRADE 12 MATHEMATICS, MIDDLE SCHOOL LANGUAGE ARTS, PRE-K THROUGH GRADE 12 LANGUAGE ARTS, AND PRAXIS I BASIC SKILLS TESTS IN READING, WRITING, AND MATHEMATICS

WHEREAS, the State Board of Education has required that teacher certification candidates pass tests in specified disciplines in accordance with N.J.A.C. 6A:9-8.1, effective January 5, 2009 and in basic reading, writing, and mathematics skills in accordance with N.J.A.C. 6A:9-11.2(c)5i, effective January 5, 2009; and

WHEREAS, the State Board of Education has required tests for the endorsements for Middle School Mathematics, Pre-K Through Grade 12 Mathematics,  Middle School Language Arts, and Pre-K Through Grade 12 Language Arts in accordance with N.J.A.C. 6A:9-8.1; and

WHEREAS, State Board of Education has also required the Praxis Core Academic Skills tests (previously titled the Praxis I tests) in Reading, Writing, and Mathematics for the Career and Technical Education endorsements in accordance with N.J.A.C. 6A:9-11.2(c)5i; and 
WHEREAS, the Educational Testing Service (ETS) has recently established new Praxis II tests for the endorsements listed above and has also recently established new Praxis Core Academic Skills tests to replace the current tests that are in use by the department; and 

WHEREAS, the department has participated in and accepts the national standard-setting studies for all aforementioned tests except the Middle School Language Arts test to determine the validity of and the theoretically appropriate qualifying scores for the tests; and

WHEREAS, the department has also reviewed and accepted the bases for the new ETS Middle School Language Arts test as stated in the national standard-setting study for that test and accepts the validity of the recommended qualifying score for that test; and

WHEREAS, the State Board of Education approves the department’s selection of these respective Praxis II tests and the Praxis Core Academic Skills tests and the initial qualifying scores for the each test; and 

WHEREAS, the department will monitor the impact of these tests and qualifying scores on the passing rates for each subject area and will report any problems with the same to the State Board of Education; now therefore be it 

RESOLVED, that the State Board of Education hereby supports the department’s selection of this Praxis II Subject Assessment tests and the Praxis Core Academic Skills tests; and be it further

RESOLVED, that the State Board of Education hereby acknowledges and accepts the department’s establishment of the following qualifying scores for each test effective September 1, 2013:

Praxis II Tests 





Proposed Qualifying Score
Middle School Mathematics





165

Pre-K to Grade 12 Mathematics





160

Middle School Language Arts





164

Pre-K to Grade 12 Language Arts





167

Praxis Core Basic Skills Tests

Reading








156
Writing








162

Mathematics







150

____________________________________

______________________________

Susana Guerrero, Acting Commissioner


Arcelio Aponte, President

Acting Secretary, State Board of Education

State Board of Education
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