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December 3, 2014
TO:

Members, State Board of Education

FROM:
David C. Hespe
                        
Acting Commissioner

SUBJECT:
Three Reappointments to the State Special Education Advisory Council



I am hereby recommending that the following three individuals be reappointed to the State Special Education Advisory Council for a two-year term, effective December 3, 2014.


  
Mary Ann Comparetto:  is employed as the director of Parent Programs at the 
New Jersey Coalition for Inclusive Education (NJCIE) where she works with educators, legislators and parents to promote inclusive learning opportunities for students with disabilities.  Previous to that, she worked in various capacities for several chapters of the Arc in Maryland.  Ms. Comparetto is the parent of a child with autism.



Dr. Tekelah Sherrod:  has been involved in the field of special education for 26 years as a teacher and supervisor of special education.  Since 2006, Dr. Sherrod has served as director of Student Services in the East Windsor Regional School District.  She has developed local district capacity to educate an increased number of students with disabilities in-district.  Dr. Sherrod participates in numerous professional organizations.  In addition, she mentors special education directors who are newly assigned to the position and assists them with meeting their professional goals.


Dr. Dorothy Van Horn: has 41 years experience in public and private education as an educator in regular and special education.  She has been the executive director/superintendent of the Brookfield Schools in Cherry Hill, New Jersey for the past 17 years.  Previous to that, she was the director of Special Education for 17 years at the Gloucester County Special Services School District.  She currently serves as the president of New Jersey ASAH and is the past president of the National Association of Special Education Centers (NAPSEC).
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Adoption Resolution










December 3, 2014
RESOLUTION

THREE REAPPOINTMENTS TO

THE STATE SPECIAL EDUCATION ADVISORY COUNCIL


WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 18A:46-2 requires that the Commissioner shall appoint biannually an advisory council for special education with the approval of the State Board which will consist of not fewer than seven nor more than 15 members representative of professionals in the field of special education and parents of children with disabilities; and



WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 18A:46-2 defines the role of the advisory council as advising in the promulgation of rules, regulations and implementation of N.J.A.C. 6A:14 and the establishment of standards and qualifications for professional personnel and further provides that the council members shall serve without remuneration; and



WHEREAS, the reauthorized Individuals with Disabilities Education Improvement Act (IDEA) of 2004 requires each state education agency to have an advisory panel for special education; and



WHEREAS, the New Jersey Department of Education has established and maintains an advisory panel, known as the State Special Education Advisory Council, for the purpose of providing policy guidance with respect to special education and related services for children with disabilities in the State; and



WHEREAS, the advisory panel consists of members, that are representative of the state population and are composed of individuals involved in, or concerned with, the education of children with disabilities, including: (i) parents of children with disabilities; (ii) individuals with disabilities; (iii) teachers; (iv) representatives of institutions of higher education that prepare special education and related services personnel; (v) state and local education officials; (vi) administrators of programs for children with disabilities; (vii) representatives of other state agencies involved in the financing or delivery of related services to children with disabilities; (viii) representatives of private schools and public charter schools; (ix) at least one representative of a vocational, community, or business organization concerned with the provision of transition services to children with disabilities; and (x) representatives from the state juvenile and adult corrections agencies; and

             WHEREAS, a majority of the members of the panel shall be individuals with disabilities or parents of children with disabilities; and





WHEREAS, the advisory panel shall: (i) advise the department of unmet needs within the state in the education of children with disabilities; (ii) comment publicly on any rules or regulations proposed by the department regarding the education of children with disabilities; (iii) advise the department in developing evaluations and reporting on data to the Secretary of the United States Department of Education under Part B Sec. 618 of the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act; (iv) advise the department in developing corrective action plans to address findings identified in federal monitoring reports under this part; and (v) advise the department in developing and implementing policies relating to the coordination of services for children with disabilities; now therefore be it 
RESOLVED, that the State Special Education Advisory Council meets the state mandate for an advisory council and the federal requirements for an advisory panel; and be it further


RESOLVED, that the Commissioner recommends that Ms. Mary Ann Comparetto be reappointed for a two-year term effective December 3, 2014  
          

RESOLVED, that the Commissioner recommends that Dr. Tekelah Sherrod be reappointed for a two-year term effective December 3, 2014



 RESOLVED, that the Commissioner recommends that Dr. Dorothy Van Horn be reappointed for a two-year term effective December 3, 2014.

______________________________________

_________________________________
David C. Hespe, Acting Commissioner


Mark W. Biedron
Acting Secretary, NJ State Board of Education

President, NJ State Board of Education
















