
Update: PARCC Field Testing 
 

New Jersey Department of Education 



PARCC Development 
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NJ’s Goals for Field Tests 
• Introduce as many adults to PARCC as possible! 
• Involve as many schools as possible to test technology set up. 
• Recognize that there are a lot of demands on schools, so 

participation was voluntary. 
• Gain as much feedback as possible about: 

• What we know we don’t know 
• What we don’t know we don’t know 
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Participation in Field Tests 
• Representative Sample drawn in June/July 2013 
• Invitations to participate sent in Fall 2013 
• Sample finalized in December 2013 
• Part I  Performance Based Assessment – March-April 
• Part II  End of Year – May-June 

 
• Sampling resulted in 445 districts participating in the Field 

Test, approximately 70% of districts across the state 
 
• However, we were able to accommodate requests to 

participate from districts that were not originally invited, 
bringing our total number of districts participating to 488, or 
approximately 77% of districts statewide 
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Resources: On-demand modules 
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Resources: Proctor Caching 
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Resources: System Check 
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Sample Items 
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Tutorials for Students 
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Practice Exams, in ELA & Math 
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Most NJ Test Administrators had no prior experience 
with computer-based tests 

• Q: Have you ever administered a computer-based test to 
students before (either at the state or district level)? 
 

• Yes: 22% 
• No: 78%  
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Feedback 
• Secaucus HS Principal Robert Presuto: “One good thing about 

PARCC, if we do it right, it will make it easier for students and 
teachers.” 

• Wallington Schools Supt James Albro: “I want to say it couldn’t 
have gone better, because it really couldn’t have. Everything 
that we’re seeing tells us we’re in good shape.” 

• Mount Olive Supt Larrie Reynolds: “With PARCC, school isn’t 
about getting through, but about giving you the capabilities 
that you need in life. Harder is the wrong word. It’s more in-
depth. You’re taking knowledge to a deeper level.” 

• West Milford Supt Dr. McLaughlin: “Feedback concerning our 
first time PARCC testing indicated that with minor exceptions, 
everything went smoothly.” 
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Feedback, continued… 
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Integrated technology 
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Higher expectations for students 

N
ew

 Je
rs

ey
 D

ep
ar

tm
en

t o
f E

du
ca

tio
n 

17 

Pe
rf

or
m

an
ce

 D
iv

isi
on

 



Next steps 
• EOY Field testing is underway 
• Develop NJ Specific administration directions 
• Streamline PARCC manuals 
• Conduct regional training sessions for test administrators 

during the Fall 
• Continue the outreach to non-participants and others 
• New practice exams to be released in the Fall 
• Encourage use of resources 
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