Good Morning Ladies and Gentlemen,


With the school year back in full swing, I would like to take the time to recognize a very unique summer reading assignment. Usually, summer reading books are just tested on then ignored for the rest of the year, however, that is not the case at Seneca High School. The Lenape Regional High School District has adopted a program called “One Book, One School.” This means that the entire school, regardless of grade or English level, must read one particular book. This starts all students off with one thing in common. This connection does not stop after a test. The book is integrated throughout the school year at different fundraising events. In 2011-12 School year, Seneca read the Hunger Games. We incorporated the book into our school life; we made the homerooms into districts like in the book, held our own version of the hunger games, and held food drives along with other various collections. The top three districts with the highest points based on activities conducted were given a ticket to see the Hunger Games Movies at the cinema during school. The theme of “One Book One School” continued the following year.  This time the Book chosen was The Fault in Our Stars.  The novel tackles the difficult topic of cancer.  Throughout out the year we held events in order to raise money for the American Cancer Society by holding a Walk A Thon under the stars.  The school also held a Locks of Love donation event.  The event was a huge success and even the boys came out and had their heads shaved in solidarity to support the girls donating their hair. This year’s events have yet to be disclosed.  The book that we all read was Boy 21.  The Lenape Regional District encompasses four high schools all of which are holding the “One Book One School” program. These events reach out and include the entire student body. From watching and participating in this program, I see how this program motivates the student body as well as exposes them to charitable events.  The purpose of my presenting this to the board is to provide a different perspective for summer reading as well as an opportunity for all high schools statewide.  I can honestly say that our student body looks forward to seeing what activities will be conducted and how we can step out of our box to help others in our community.
