
N.J.A.C. 6A:9 Professional Standards Matrix of Changes
RATIONALE FOR PROPOSAL:

The regulations are proposed for readoption with amendments as part of a comprehensive package of initiatives around teacher preparation, certification, and professional development. Changes to the definition section at N.J.A.C. 6A:9-2.1 reflect minor stylistic or grammatical updates to the language or they reflect the organizational or substantive changes being proposed in related chapters (N.J.A.C. 6A:9A, 9B, and 9C). 

BACKGROUND:

August, 2014- OAL published the recodification of N.J.A.C. 6A:9 as N.J.A.C. 6A:9, 9A, 9B, and 9C with the following titles:

· N.J.A.C. 6A:9 

Professional Standards

· N.J.A.C. 6A:9A

New Jersey Educator Preparation Programs

· N.J.A.C. 6A:9B 
State Board of Examiners and Certification 
· N.J.A.C. 6A:9C 
Professional Development for Teaching Staff Members and School Leaders 

KEY CHANGES IN 9:
· Adding definitions for clarity of three main types of certificates (administrative, instructional, and educational services) as well as emergency certificate and substitute credential 

· Based on proposed changes to rules for New Jersey educator preparation programs and certification requirements adding or updating the following terms: alternate-route educator preparation program, clinical experience, practicum, program provider, provisional certificate, student teacher, student teaching, teacher shortage area, and traditional educator preparation program 
	ID

#
	Pg. #
	Code/Term

N.J.A.C. 6A:
	Action

(The Dept. Proposes to…)
	Type(s) of change(s)/ Rationale

	6A:9-1 Scope and Purpose

	1:1
	1
	9-1.1
	Amend the scope of chapter to just definitions relevant to chapter 9, 9A, 9B, and 9C and Professional Standards for Teachers and School Leaders
	Reflects the new scope of the subchapter since the recent reorganization in four subchapters

	1:2
	1
	9-1.2(a)
	Amend end of rule to “prepare them [students] for college and careers”
	Amendment aligns with the Department’s mission

	6A:9-2 Definitions

	2:1
	2
	accepted cohort of candidates
	Update language
	Clarification 

	2:2
	2
	administrative certificate
	Add definition based on current and/or proposed rules
	Clarification

	2:3
	2
	agency
	Amend name of defined term to “international agency”
Delete “Department-approved” from the definition
	Clarifies the types of organizations the term is used to describe

Reflects current practice; international agencies are not approved by the Department

	2:4
	2
	alternate-route
	Amend defined term to “alternate-route educator preparation program”

Amend definition to describe when the preparation occurs and who provides the preparation 
	Substantive change aligns to amendments proposed in 6A:9A 

	2:5
	3
	approved program
	Amend definition to include all programs designed to lead to an instructional, administrative, or education services certificate.
	Substantive change: current rules only require traditional programs to be approved.  The proposed rules will require traditional and alternate-route programs to be approved

	2:6
	2
	authorization
	Update language
	Clarification

	2:7
	3
	CAEP
	Add definition 
	The Council for Accreditation of Educator Preparation (CAEP) is a national educator preparation program accrediting body

	2:8
	3  - 4
	 career and technical education, career cluster, cooperative education, and structured learning experience
	Replace each definition with “as defined in N.J.A.C. 6A:19-1.2” 
	Terms are already defined in a different chapter


	ID

#
	Pg. #
	Code/Term

N.J.A.C. 6A:
	Action

(The Dept. Proposes to…)
	Type(s) of change(s)/ Rationale

	6A:9-2 Definitions

	2:9
	4
	 certificate
	Include a list of the types of certificates that can be issued 
	Clarifies the types of certificates available

	2:10
	5
	certificate of eligibility
	Add “corresponding” after “seek and accept employment in”
	Clarifies where a candidate with this certificate may seek employment

	2:11
	5
	 certificate holder
	Add to definition based on current rules and/or proposed rules
	The term is used frequently in 6A:9B-4 and was previously not defined

	2:12
	7
	 Commissioner, Department,

executive county superintendent 
	Delete definitions
	The terms’ meanings are widely known so definitions are unnecessary

	2:13
	7
	completed program
	Add definition based on current and/or proposed rules 
	Clarifies that a completed program can be an in-State or out-of-State educator preparation program

	2:14
	7
	cooperating teacher
	Add definition and remove from rule text
	Allows for the deletion of a similar definition found in the second sentence of 6A:9A-3.3(d)



	2:15
	8
	district boards of education
	Add “the Department of Children and Families” (DCF) to the list of entities that educate students and have employees who require appropriate certification
	DCF provides educational services and supports and employees must be appropriately certified

	2:16
	8
	 district mentoring program
	Add definition, “a program of induction and support for non-tenured teachers, including novice provisional teachers and experienced teachers new to a school district, to help them become effective professionals”
	Aligns to proposed amendments in 6A:9B-8, which separate the provisional teacher program into three distinct components, including mentoring

	2:17
	8
	 education preparation program
	Change the defined term to “educator preparation program”

In the definition, change “to prepare individuals for educator certification” to “a sequence of coursework and clinical experiences that is housed at an institute of higher education or other provider and trains candidates for the teaching profession” 
	Aligns with shift in language proposed throughout this chapter and 6A:9A

More clearly describes the specific elements of traditional programs.

	2:18
	8
	educational services certificate
	Add definition based on current and/or proposed rules
	Clarification

	2:19
	9
	emergency certificate
	Add definition based on current and/or proposed rules
	Clarification

	2:20
	9
	field experience
	Amend the defined term to “clinical experience”

Amend definition to: “the practicum and student teaching components of educator preparation”
	Reflects updates and use in  6A:9A


	ID

#
	Pg. #
	Code/Term

N.J.A.C. 6A:
	Action

(The Dept. Proposes to…)
	Type(s) of change(s)/ Rationale

	6A:9-2 Definitions

	2:21
	9
	formal instruction
	Change definition to “housed at an higher education institution or an alternate-route provider”

Add “includes, but is not limited to, coursework and in-classroom supports such as coaching”
	Formal instruction will no longer need to take place at a regional training center

Specifies types of instruction acceptable to the Department

	2:22
	9
	IEP
	Replace definition with “as defined in N.J.A.C. 6A:14-1.3”
	Term is already defined in a different chapter

	2:23
	10
	instructional certificate
	Add to definitions based on current and/or proposed rules
	Clarification

	2:24
	11
	nonpublic school
	Update name of DYFS
	Term is no longer used

	2:25
	11
	novice teacher
	Delete “who has not completed one year of full-time teaching” and add “serving full- or part-time under a provisional certificate”
	Aligns with proposed change  in 6A:9B to extend the provisional teaching period 

	2:26
	12
	practicum
	Clarify when practicum experiences should take place
	Clarification

	2:27
	12
	professional development committee
	Delete definition
	Committees are no longer required

	2:28
	12
	Professional Standards for School Leaders
	Add “to practice responsibly” at the end of the definition
	Aligns with current language at 6A:9-3.1

	2:29
	13
	Professional Standards for Teachers
	Add “to practice responsibly” at the end of the definition
	Aligns with current language at 6A:9-3.1

	2:30
	13
	program approval
	Delete definition
	Eliminates redundancy; covered by proposed definition of “approved program” 

	2:31
	13
	program provider
	Add definition based on current and/or proposed rules
	Clarification

	2:32
	13
	provisional certificate
	Update based on proposed changes to 6A:9B-8
	Aligns with proposed elimination of the term provisional teacher program proposed in 6A:9A and 9B

	2:33
	14
	provisional teacher program
	Delete definition as eliminating the term throughout the rules
	The requirements of the PTP will not be eliminated.  Provisional teachers will still receive mentoring and a principal evaluation.  CE holders will also complete an alternate-route preparation program.

	2:34
	14
	provisional teaching year
	Change the defined term to “provisional teaching period”

Update based on a proposed change in 6A:9B to extend the provisional teaching period from one year to two years 
	Aligns with proposed changes to provisional teaching period proposed at 6A:9B

	2:35
	14
	regionally accredited college or university
	Replace “North Central Association of Colleges and Schools (NCACS)” with “Higher Learning Commission”
	NCACS has been replaced by the Higher Learning Commission


	ID

#
	Pg. #
	Code/Term

N.J.A.C. 6A:
	Action

(The Dept. Proposes to…)
	Rationale

	6A:9-2 Definitions

	2:36
	14
	science major
	Delete definition
	Term is explained in 6A:9B-9

	2:37
	15 - 16
	Stakeholder, student teacher, student teaching, substitute credential, supervisor, and teacher shortage area
	Add definitions based on current and/or proposed rules
	Clarification

	2:42
	16
	support resource program
	Delete definition
	No longer used in regulations

	2:44
	17
	technology discipline major and technology education
	Delete definition
	These terms are explained 6A:9B-9

	2:45
	17
	traditional route
	Amend defined term to “traditional educator preparation program”

Amend the definition to: “a pathway toward standard licensure where preparation primarily occurs before a candidate is actively working under a provisional certificate.  The pathway shall occur at a higher education institution that offers course credit, includes a student teaching component, and leads to licensure, credential, and/or endorsement.”
	Updates terminology

Amended definition will narrow the scope of what constitutes a traditional educator preparation program by specifying the unique components of the pathway toward licensure.

	6A:9-3 Professional Standards for Teachers and Professional Standards for School Leaders

	3:1
	18
	6A:9-3.1
	Delete 6A:9-3.1(a) and (b) and recodify 6A:9-3.1(c) and (d)  as 6A:9-3.1(a) and (b) respectively
	Eliminates redundancy; 6A:9-3.1(a) and (b) only repeat what is contained in definitions

	3:2
	19
	6A:3.1(b)
	Change “mastery” to “support and instruct”
	Clarifies that mastery of standards is an on-going learning process


1
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