
New Jersey State Board of Education 
Minutes of the Regular Monthly Meeting 

in the Conference Room on the First Floor, 
100 River View Executive Plaza 

Trenton, NJ 
 

December 1, 2004 
 

 
Presiding:  Arnold G. Hyndman, Ph.D., President 
 
Secretary:  William L. Librera, Ed.D., Commissioner 
 
PRESENT CONSTITUTING A QUORUM    ABSENT 
Ms. Margaret F. Bartlett      Ms. Kathleen A. Dietz 
Dr. Ronald K. Butcher      Ms. Josephine E. Figueras 
Ms. Debra Casha 
Ms. Maud Dahme 
Mrs. Anne S. Dillman 
Mr. John A. Griffith 
Dr. Thelma Napoleon-Smith 
Mr. Ernest LePore 
Mr. Edward M. Taylor 
Mrs. Roberta Van Anda 
 
CONVENING 
 
Arnold G. Hyndman, president, State Board of Education, convened the public meeting with the 
reading of the resolution pertaining to the public session of the State Board meeting as it 
complies with the Open Public Meetings Act.   
 
 WHEREAS, the New Jersey Open Public Meetings Act was enacted to insure the right 
of the public to have advance notice of and to attend the meeting of public bodies at which any 
business affecting their interest is discussed or acted upon, and 
 
 WHEREAS, in accordance with the provisions of this act, the State Board of Education 
has caused notice of this meeting to be published by having the date, time and place thereof 
posted in the Department of Education, Secretary of State’s Office and notice also having been 
given to the State House Press Corps, the Governor’s Office and the state board agenda 
subscribers, now therefore be it 
 
 RESOLVED, that by adopting this resolution the State Board of Education states its 
intention to convene a public meeting to conduct the state’s business on December 1, 2004. 
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SWEARING IN CEREMONY 
 
President Hyndman introduced the Honorable Audrey Blackburn, a judge of the New Jersey 
Superior Court in Mercer County.  Judge Blackburn administered the oath of office to new State 
Board member Ernest LePore from Hudson County.  Dr. LePore is a Professor and the Director 
of Rutgers Center for Cognitive Science at Rutgers University.  He replaces Mr. Samuel Podietz 
and his first term will end in December 2010.  
 
STUDENT SPEAKERS 
 
Katie Wright, the 2004 State Board student representative and a senior from Shawnee High 
School (Burlington County), introduced the student guest speakers.   
 
Ian Maddox, a student from Buena Regional High School (Atlantic County), spoke to the State 
Board about the school districts that are not designated as Abbott School districts. Maud Dahme 
was not in the room at the time of his presentation.   
 
Ashley Copes, a student from Salem City High School (Salem County), spoke to the State Board 
about the benefits she has seen as a result of the Salem School District receiving Abbott district 
designation. 
 
President Hyndman, on behalf of the State Board, thanked the student speakers for their 
presentations.   
 
INTRODUCTIONS 
 
Commissioner Librera recognized Patrick Piegari, Middlesex County Superintendent of Schools, 
who represented the county superintendents.  Dr. Piegari has served in this position since 
November 2002  
 
Student Recognition Program 
 
The State Board recognized “We the People: The Citizen and the Constitution,” a group of 
students from East Brunswick High School (Middlesex County), as a part of its monthly 
recognition program designed to honor a student or a group of students who have made a 
significant contribution to school, community, family or other groups. 
 
The State Board recognized “We the People: The Citizen and the Constitution” for promoting 
civic competence and responsibility among the nation’s elementary and secondary students. This 
program enhances students’ understanding of the institutions of American constitutional 
democracy.  Simultaneously, the students in this program discover the contemporary relevance 
of the Constitution and Bill of Rights. 
 
On behalf of the State Board, President Hyndman congratulated “We the People: The Citizen 
and the Constitution” for their promotion of civic responsibility and the impact this program is 
having on the lives of the students and the community.  
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APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF THE MEETINGS 
 
On a motion duly seconded and carried, the State Board members approved the minutes of the 
meetings conducted on November 3 and November 17, 2004.  State Board members Ronald 
Butcher, Ernest LePore and Edward Taylor abstained from voting to approve the minutes of the 
November 3, 2004 meeting.   State Board members Ernest LePore and John Griffith abstained 
from voting to approve the minutes of the November 17, 2004 meeting. 
 
PRESIDENT’S REPORT 
 
Resolution to Honor Mr. Samuel J. Podietz 
 
On behalf of the State Board of Education, President Hyndman presented a resolution honoring 
Samuel J. Podietz for his service on the State Board and to the children of New Jersey.  Mr. Podietz 
served on the State Board for 6 years.  During his tenure as a State Board member, Mr. Podietz 
served on the Communications Committee, Legislative Committee and the Retreat Committee.   
 
On a motion duly seconded and carried, the State Board approved the following resolution read by 
Vice-President Debra Casha: 
 

 
RESOLUTION TO HONOR SAMUEL J. PODIETZ 

 
  WHEREAS, Samuel J. Podietz has served with distinction as a member of the 
New Jersey State Board of Education since 1998; and  
 
  WHEREAS, throughout his tenure, Mr. Podietz has served with dedication on the 
Communications Committee, Legislative Committee and the Retreat Committee; and   
 

WHEREAS, Mr. Podietz used his knowledge of issues in local school districts to 
analyze and consider policy in public education based on practical experiences and interactions 
with students, teachers, and administrators; and 
 

WHEREAS, Mr. Podietz exhibited his ongoing commitment to student access to 
quality vocational education programs through his interaction with stakeholders to assess how 
the state’s education policies affected those involved; and  
 
  WHEREAS, the State Board of Education recognizes Mr. Podietz’s contributions 
and appreciate his qualities as an experienced policymaker and advocate for children and 
educators; now therefore be it 
   
  RESOLVED, that it is both fitting and proper that the New Jersey State Board of 
Education extends its sincerest gratitude to Samuel J. Podietz for his commitment to the students 
of New Jersey and for devoting his time and energy to the State Board for the development of 
public education policy in New Jersey, and be it further 
 
  RESOLVED, that the State Board members extend best wishes for health and 
happiness to Samuel J. Podietz and his family. 
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New Jersey Parent Teachers Association 
 
President Hyndman stated that on November 30, 2004 he spoke at the New Jersey Parent 
Teachers Association (NJPTA) annual convention in Atlantic City, NJ.  He stated that NJPTA is 
committed to working with State policy makers and educators on critical educational issues.  
President Hyndman stated that he extended an invitation to NJPTA to work with the State Board 
and encouraged the Department to utilize the association as a resource. 
 
Mathematics Task Force 
 
President Hyndman stated that the Department will be forming a mathematics task force to 
examine mathematics literacy in the public schools.  He also stated that the task force will be 
modeled after the Language literacy task force.  President Hyndman asked state board members 
to inform him of their interest to serve on the task force.  President Hyndman also stated that 
mathematics literacy is an integral part of the State Board’s strategic plan. 
 
Congressional Conference on Civic Education 
 
President Hyndman stated that he will participate in the Congressional Conference on Civic 
Education in Washington D.C. this month. This conference is sponsored by the Center for Civic 
Education and the U.S. Department of Education.  The conference will focus on the state of civic 
education in America and the role of policy makers in promoting civics education.  President 
Hyndman stated that the New Jersey team will be lead by Arlene Gardner, the director of the 
New Jersey Center for Civic and Law Related Education at Rutgers University.   
 
December Work Session and Public Testimony Session 
 
President Hyndman stated that the December work session will be held on December 15, 2004 at 
1:00 p.m. at the Department of Education.  The items for consideration will be the World 
Languages Instruction and the Report of the Closing the Achievement Gap Study Group.  He 
also stated that a legal case will be considered for a formal vote. 
 
President Hyndman stated that the December public testimony session will be held on 
December 15, 2004 at 3:00 p.m.  He stated that the scheduled topics will be Amendments to 
NJAC 6:30, Adult Education Program regulations and Student Conduct Amendments to NJAC 
6A:16, Programs to Support Student Development.   
 
COMMISSIONER’S REPORTS 
 

 Educational Facilities 
 

Discussed the amendment to the School Facilities regulations proposed at NJAC 6A:26-
3.7(j) pursuant to NJSA 18A:7G-5k and 26. 
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ITEMS FOR CONSIDERATION: 
 
On motions duly seconded and carried, the State Board of Education took the following action: 
 
A. Appointments
 

• There were no appointments. 
 
B. Certification of Districts
 

• Certified for a period of seven years, the following school districts pursuant to the 
Public School Education Act of 1975, NJAC 6A:30, Evaluation of the Performance of 
School Districts, and the Manual for Evaluation of Local School Districts. 

 
 

Burlington County Warren County 
Washington Township Alpha 
Morris County (previously certified with conditions) 
Riverdale Belvidere 
 (previously certified with conditions) 
 Phillipsburg 
 (previously certified with conditions) 

 
• Also, Commissioner Librera notified the State Board that the Department had granted 

certification with conditions for a period of one year to Clementon School District in 
Camden County.   

 
C. Professional Teaching Standards Board
 

• Adopted the resolution, as amended, approving the reappointments to the Professional 
Teaching Standards Board for a term of three years, pursuant to NJAC 6A:9-15. 

 
RESOLUTION 

PROFESSIONAL TEACHING STANDARDS BOARD 
 

 
 WHEREAS, the State Board of Education has adopted regulations that require 
continuing professional development for all active teachers and education services 
personnel; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the regulations establish the creation of a Professional Teaching 
Standards Board to ensure that required continuing education experiences are 
challenging and meaningful to teachers and relevant to the tasks of enabling students 
to achieve the Core Curriculum Content Standards; and 
 
 WHEREAS, members of the Professional Teaching Standards Board are 
appointed by the Commissioner of Education with the approval of the State Board of 
Education pursuant to N.J.A.C. 6A:9-15; and 
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 WHEREAS, the terms for ten members of the Professional Teaching Standards 
Board will expire in January 2005; and 
 
 WHEREAS, each of these ten members is eligible in accordance with the 
regulations for reappointment to a two-year term; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Commissioner, in accordance with NJAC 6A:9-15 has 
recommended the reappointments of Carol Brown, Louis Della Barca, Carl Fratz, 
Pamela Garwood, Cheryl Johnson, Herb Levitt, Joyce Powell, Anne Thomas, 
Cherylin Roeser, and Wendi Webster-O’Dell; therefore be it 
 
 RESOLVED that the State Board of Education hereby approves the 
reappointments of the ten previously named members to the Professional Teaching 
Standards Board to complete terms ending January 31, 2007. 

 
D. Programs to Support Student Development
 

• Discussed the amendments pertaining to Student Conduct proposed at NJAC 6A:16 
pursuant to NJSA 18A:1.1, 18A:4-15, 18A:37-1 to 5, 18A:38-1 to 36, 18A:40-1 to 
40A-21.   

 
E. State Board Appeals
 

• Discussed the readoption of the State Board Appeals regulations proposed at NJAC 
6A:4 pursuant to NJSA 18A:4-1 through 20, 18A:6-27 through 29, 18A:6-39, 
18A:7A-15 and 18A:12-29.   

 
F. Regulatory Equivalency & Waiver
 

• Discussed the readoption of the Regulatory Equivalency and Waiver regulations at 
NJAC 6A:5, pursuant to NJSA 18A:36-1 et seq., specifically 18A:36A-18.   

 
G. Governor’s Annual Educational Services Professionals Recognition
 

• Discussed the resolution supporting the recognition of the Governor’s Annual 
Educational Services Professionals Recognition Act pursuant to NJSA 18A:29B et 
seq. 

 
GOVERNOR’S ANNUAL 

EDUCATIONAL SERVICES PROFESSIONALS RECOGNITION ACT 
 
 

 WHEREAS, pursuant to the Governor’s Annual Educational Services 
Professionals Recognition Act, N.J.S.A. 18A:29B et. seq. the State Board is 
authorized to ensure the recognition of those educational services professionals who 
contribute to the success of New Jersey’s public schools; and 
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 WHEREAS, the State Board recognizes that dedicated educational services 
professionals provide important services outside of the classroom environment that 
improve students’ academic opportunities, workforce preparedness, and overall 
quality of life; and 
 
 WHEREAS, honoring outstanding educational services professionals will 
demonstrate the appreciation of their contributions and encourage others to strive for 
the same; now therefore be it  
 
 RESOLVED, that the State Board of Education hereby adopts the provisions of 
N.J.S.A. 18A:29B et. seq., Governor’s Annual Educational Services Professionals 
Recognition Act; and be it further 
 
 RESOLVED, that the New Jersey Department of Education shall implement the 
provisions of this act as prescribed in N.J.S.A. 18A:29B et. seq.  

 
H. Commissioner’s Recognition Of Award Winners 
 

• Blue Ribbon Schools 
 

Commissioner Librera congratulated New Jersey’s eight Blue Ribbon Schools for 
2003-2004.  The Blue Ribbon Schools program is an initiative of the United States 
Department of Education to recognize outstanding public and private schools.  During 
the state and national review process, each school must successfully satisfy certain 
conditions such as challenging standards and curriculum, effective teaching and 
active learning and professional growth and collaboration.   
 
Commissioner Librera and President Hyndman presented a certificate and 
congratulated representatives from each school.  Of the Blue Ribbon Schools selected 
by the United States Department of Education, eight are from New Jersey.  They are: 
 
Branch Brook Elementary School 
Newark 

Roosevelt Intermediate School 
Westfield 
 

Chatham High School 
Chatham 
 

Union County Magnet High School for  
Math, Science, and Technology 
Scotch Plains 
 

Haddonfield Memorial High School 
Haddonfield 
 

Woodrow Wilson School 
Weehawken 
 

Princeton Charter School 
Princeton 
 

Yeshiva of North Jersey 
River Edge 
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NEW BUSINESS 
 
State Board member Maud Dahme requested reports from the Department regarding the 
Marie H. Katzenbach School for the Deaf and the P-20 Partnerships. 
 
State Board member Roberta Van Anda requested information on the P-20 Partnership Awards 
for the current school year. 
 
LEGAL CASES 
 
On motions duly seconded and carried, decisions in the following cases were adopted by the 
board as presented by legal committee members Margaret F. Bartlett, Roberta Van Anda, and 
Debra Casha, chairperson. 
 
IN THE MATTER OF THE TENURE HEARING OF B.B., EASTERN CAMDEN COUNTY 
REGIONAL SCHOOL DISTRICT, CAMDEN COUNTY and DIVISION OF YOUTH AND 
FAMILY SERVICES V. B.B. and B.B. V. BOARD OF EDUCATION OF THE EASTERN 
CAMDEN COUNTY REGIONAL SCHOOL DISTRICT, CAMDEN COUNTY (consolidated), 
STATE BOARD DOCKET #27-02         
 
The State Board of Education affirmed the decision of the Commissioner of Education to dismiss 
the respondent from his tenured employment and to uphold the withholding of his salary 
increments for the 2001-02 school year.  In so doing, the State Board stressed that, by joint order 
of the Commissioner of Education and the Director of the Division of Youth and Family 
Services (DYFS) in the Department of Human Services, DYFS had been granted the 
predominant interest to determine whether the factual allegations of sexual abuse against the 
respondent had been established.  Following a hearing in the Office of Administrative Law, the 
Director of DYFS found that the allegations had been proven, and that decision was affirmed by 
the Appellate Division.  Hence, the State Board’s review was limited to consideration of the 
impact of the respondent’s proven conduct on the tenure charges certified against him by the 
regional board and on the regional board’s action in withholding his increments.  Ernest P. 
LePore abstained. 
 
IN THE MATTER OF THE DISQUALIFICATION FROM SCHOOL EMPLOYMENT OF 
R.J.B., STATE BOARD DOCKET #61-97        
 
Pursuant to its retention of jurisdiction in this matter, the State Board of Education accepted the 
decision of the Commissioner of Education that the petitioner’s conviction for possession of drug 
paraphernalia was a disqualifying offense under NJSA 18A:39-19.1 as in effect at the time of his 
conviction in 1997.  Accordingly, the petitioner was properly disqualified from employment as a 
school bus driver.  Ernest P. LePore abstained. 
 
BOARD OF EDUCATION OF THE BOROUGH OF ENGLEWOOD CLIFFS, BERGEN 
COUNTY V. BOARD OF EDUCATION OF THE CITY OF ENGLEWOOD, BERGEN 
COUNTY V. BOARD OF EDUCATION OF THE BOROUGH OF TENAFLY, BERGEN 
COUNTY, STATE BOARD DOCKET #81-96       
 
The State Board of Education granted the request of the Commissioner of Education to postpone 
submission of his semi-annual report due in November 2004 on the progress being made toward 
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achieving racial balance in the composite student body at Dwight Morrow High School in 
Englewood until the January 2005 meeting of the State Board.  Ernest P. LePore abstained. 
 
CARMELLA MUCCI V. BOARD OF EDUCATION OF THE BOROUGH OF MOONACHIE, 
BERGEN COUNTY and IN THE MATTER OF THE TENURE HEARING OF CARMELLA 
MUCCI, SCHOOL DISTRICT OF THE BOROUGH OF MOONACHIE, BERGEN COUNTY 
and CARMELLA MUCCI V. BOARD OF EDUCATION OF THE BOROUGH OF 
MOONACHIE, BERGEN COUNTY (consolidated), STATE BOARD DOCKET #34-04  
 
The State Board of Education affirmed the decision of the Commissioner of Education to dismiss 
the petition filed by a tenured teaching staff member who sought moneys she claimed were due 
her under an employment separation agreement.  The State Board agreed with the Commissioner 
that the separation agreement was never finalized and approved by both parties so as constitute 
an enforceable agreement.  In addition, the State Board agreed with the Commissioner that the 
tenure charges certified against the appellant and the appellant’s challenge to the district board’s 
action in withholding her increments were moot since she had retired as of January 1, 2001.  
Ernest P. LePore abstained. 
 
IN THE MATTER OF THE TENURE HEARING OF LEWIS SHINKLE, SCHOOL DISTRICT 
OF THE TOWNSHIP OF HAMILTON, MERCER COUNTY, STATE BOARD 
DOCKET #41-04            
 
The State Board of Education affirmed the decision of the Commissioner of Education to dismiss 
the respondent, a teacher, from his tenured position for unbecoming conduct.  The State Board 
agreed with the Commissioner that the district board had demonstrated the truthfulness of the 
charges, which involved allegations that the respondent had engaged in a sexual relationship with 
a 16-year-old student, by a preponderance of the credible evidence and that dismissal of the 
respondent from his tenured employment was the appropriate penalty.  Ernest P. LePore 
abstained.  Thelma Napoleon-Smith recused herself. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
On a motion duly seconded and carried the State Board of Education adjourned its December 1, 
2004 public meeting at 1:45 p.m. 
 
 
      ________________________________________ 
      William L. Librera, Ed.D., Commissioner 
      Secretary, NJ State Board of Education 
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