New Jersey State Board of Education
Minutes of the Public Work Session
in the Conference Room on the First Floor,
100 River View Executive Plaza
Trenton, NJ

January 19, 2005

Presiding:  Arnold G. Hyndman, Ph.D., President

Secretary:  William L. Librera, Ed.D., Commissioner

PRESENT CONSTITUTING A QUORUM: ABSENT:
Margaret F. Bartlett Kathleen A. Dietz
Ronald K. Butcher

Maud Dahme

Debra Casha

Anne S. Dillman
Josephine E. Figueras
John A. Griffith

Ernest LePore

Thelma Napoleon-Smith
Edward M. Taylor
Roberta VVan Anda

CONVENING

Arnold G. Hyndman, president, State Board of Education, convened the public meeting with the
reading of the resolution pertaining to the public session of the State Board meeting as it
complies with the Open Public Meetings Act.

WHEREAS, the New Jersey Open Public Meetings Act was enacted to insure the right
of the public to have advance notice of and to attend the meeting of public bodies at which any
business affecting their interest is discussed or acted upon, and

WHEREAS, in accordance with the provisions of this act, the State Board of Education
has caused notice of this meeting to be published by having the date, time and place thereof
posted in the Department of Education, Secretary of State’s Office and notice also having been
given to the State House press corps, the Governor’s Office and the State Board agenda
subscribers, now therefore be it

RESOLVED, that by adopting this resolution the State Board of Education states its
intention to convene a public meeting to conduct the state’s business on Wednesday, January 19,
2005.



ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION

A.

Resolution for School Boar ds Recognition M onth

President Hyndman stated that January is School Boards Recognition Month. He stated
that the purpose of the recognition is to show appreciation to local school board members
in New Jersey.

On a motion duly seconded and carried, the state board unanimously adopted the
following resolution read by Vice President Debra Casha:

RESOLUTION FOR SCHOOL BOARD RECOGNITION MONTH

WHEREAS, New Jersey’s public schools serve more than 1.4 million
children in preschool through Grade 12; and

WHEREAS, the New Jersey State Board of Education has adopted Core
Curriculum Content Standards that establish rigorous expectations of academic
achievement for all New Jersey students; and

WHEREAS, New Jersey’s 4,800 local board of education members work
and devote countless hours, at no pay to meet those state standards, and provide oversight
of school district operations, including finances, policy, curriculum and staffing; and

WHEREAS, the efforts of local boards of education have contributed to
New Jersey being among the national leaders in benchmarks of academic quality such as
high school graduation rates, teacher-to-student ratios, and college preparation through
advanced-placement offerings and SAT assessments; and

WHEREAS, the National School Boards Association and the New Jersey
School Boards Association have declared January 2005 to be School Board Recognition
Month; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, that the New Jersey State Board of Education encourages
qualified New Jersey citizens to consider serving on their local boards of education; and
be it further

RESOLVED, that the New Jersey State Board of Education recognizes
the contributions of our state’s local boards of education to the success of the public
schools and expresses its sincerest appreciation to local school board members for their
dedication to the well-being and academic achievement of the children of their
communities.

Mr. James Dougherty, President, New Jersey School Boards Association, accepted the
resolution and expressed his gratitude to the State Board and the Department of
Education for recognizing the contributions of local school board members across the
State.



Legal Case

On motions duly seconded and carried, decisions in the following cases were adopted by
the board as presented by legal committee member Debra Casha, chairperson.

IN THE MATTER OF THE DENIAL OF THE CHARTER SCHOOL APPLICATION
OF THE GREAT FALLS CHARTER SCHOOL, PASSAIC COUNTY, STATE BOARD
DOCKET #38-04

The State Board of Education voted unanimously to affirm the decision of the
Commissioner of Education denying the final grant of a charter to the appellant, the
proposed Great Falls Charter School. The Commissioner found that deficiencies in the
documentation submitted by the appellant and its persistent failure to adhere to prescribed
timelines in the months leading up the opening of the school warranted denial of its
charter application. The Commissioner pointed out that the information provided by the
appellant as of August 16, 2004, the final deadline for fulfilling the requisite conditions
set forth in his contingent approval of the proposed school’s application, indicated that
significant problems remained, including low enrollment. In addition, the appellant had
failed to submit the required staff list or documentation regarding renovation of its
facility.

In affirming the Commissioner’s determination, the State Board stressed that the
deficiencies which resulted in the Commissioner’s decision to deny final approval to the
proposed school were serious and well documented. Furthermore, the State Board found
no merit to the appellant’s argument that the Commissioner’s decision was arbitrary and
capricious since Department of Education staff did not conduct a follow-up visit to the
school’s facility on August 18, 2004. Department staff had identified significant
problems during a site visit to the proposed school on July 30, 2004, a little more than a
month before it was scheduled to open, and the appellant failed to provide documentation
required by August 16 regarding the renovation of the facility. Moreover, the
deficiencies identified by the Commissioner, as well as the required documentation which
the appellant failed to provide, extended well beyond the preparedness of its facility.

W.H.S., on behalf of minor child, T.S. V. BOARD OF EDUCATION OF THE SOUTH
ORANGE-MAPLEWOOD SCHOOL DISTRICT, ESSEX COUNTY, STATE BOARD
DOCKET #43-04

The State Board of Education voted unanimously to affirm the decision of the
Commissioner of Education to dismiss the petition filed by a parent who claimed that the
South Orange-Maplewood board had improperly refused to enroll his son as a
nonresident student. Stressing that the decision to permit attendance by nonresident
students is entirely within the discretion of a district board, the Commissioner had found
that the South Orange-Maplewood board’s determination not to admit the petitioner’s son
on a tuition basis was consistent with district policy and that the petitioner had not
provided any evidence showing that the board had abused its lawful discretion in this
regard. Thus, the Commissioner concluded that the petitioner had not demonstrated that
the South Orange-Maplewood board’s action in refusing to enroll his son was arbitrary or
capricious.



C. New Jersey School Construction Corporation

Jack Spencer, CEO, New Jersey School Construction Corporation (SCC) provided a
presentation that outlined the progress made by SCC over the past two years.
Mr. Spencer stated that 2,500 School Projects have been impacted since 2002. He also
stated that the SCC has a number of initiatives in place to support small women and
minority business enterprise (SBE) participation in SCC’s projects, including an SBE
“carve-out” program, an owner controlled insurance program, a minority- and women-
owned business contractor training program, a bonding and working capital program, and
a new mentor/protégé program.

D. Englewood Report

The Commissioner presented a report that provided an analysis of the progress of out-of-
district students on the racial and ethnic diversity of the student body of the Academies @
Englewood, of Dwight Morrow High School and of the Englewood School District as a
whole. The report also included information about admission to the Academies @
Englewood, changes in enrollment and the progress made to synchronize the calendars of
both the Dwight Morrow High School and the Academies @ Englewood and the facilities
upgrades at Dwight Morrow High School.

E. World L anguages I nstruction

President Hyndman stated that the World Languages Instruction report would be tabled to
a future state board meeting due to the time limits for the work session and public
testimony.

F. Special Review Assessment Update

The Commissioner presented the results of the Special Review Assessment White Paper
(SRA) circulated eighteen months ago. The Commissioner reported that the white paper
concluded that the SRA had evolved from a means by which to serve a small number of
students who could not pass the High School Proficiency Test. He stated that SRA needs
to be replaced by a well informed set of approaches that support student learning. The
report outlined the Department’s plan for the replacement of the SRA.

ADJOURNMENT

On a motion duly seconded and carried, the State Board adjourned its January 19, 2005 public
work session at 3:40 p.m.

William L. Librera, Ed.D., Commissioner
Secretary, NJ State Board of Education
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