
 
New Jersey State Board of Education 
Minutes of the Public Work Session 

in the Conference Room on the First Floor, 
100 River View Executive Plaza 

Trenton, NJ 
 

February 16, 2005 
 
 
Presiding: Arnold G. Hyndman, Ph.D., President 
 
Secretary: Dwight R. Pfennig, Ed.D., Acting Commissioner 
 
PRESENT CONSTITUTING A QUORUM:   ABSENT: 
Ms. Margaret F. Bartlett     Ms. Kathleen A. Dietz 
Dr. Ronald K. Butcher 
Ms. Maud Dahme  
Ms. Debra Casha 
Mrs. Anne S. Dillman 
Ms. Josephine E. Figueras 
Mr. John A. Griffith 
Dr. Ernest Lepore 
Dr. Thelma Napoleon-Smith 
Mr. Edward M. Taylor 
Mrs. Roberta Van Anda 
 
CONVENING
 
Arnold G. Hyndman, president, State Board of Education, convened the public meeting with the 
reading of the resolution pertaining to the public session of the State Board meeting as it 
complies with the Open Public Meetings Act. 
 
 WHEREAS, the New Jersey Open Public Meetings Act was enacted to insure the right 
of the public to have advance notice of and to attend the meeting of public bodies at which any 
business affecting their interest is discussed or acted upon, and 
 
 WHEREAS, in accordance with the provisions of this act, the State Board of Education 
has caused notice of this meeting to be published by having the date, time and place thereof 
posted in the Department of Education, Secretary of State’s Office and notice also having been 
given to the State House press corps, the Governor’s Office and the State Board agenda 
subscribers, now therefore be it 
 
 RESOLVED, that by adopting this resolution the State Board of Education states its 
intention to convene a public meeting to conduct the state’s business on Wednesday, 
February 16, 2005.   
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ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION 
 
A. NJ Excel Program 
 

President Hyndman introduced Ms. Joann Bartoletti, executive director, New Jersey 
Principals and Supervisors Association; Dr. Eloise Forster, director, School Leadership 
Programs, Foundation for Educational Administration; and Ms. Sara Lucille Jones, 
graduate, New Jersey Expedited Certification for Educational Leadership (NJ EXCEL), 
who provided information to the State Board on NJ EXCEL. Ms. Bartoletti stated that NJ 
EXCEL is a state-approved alternative path to obtaining the supervisor, principal and 
school administrator certification in lieu of a possessing master’s degree in educational 
administration.  Eligibility for NJ EXCEL includes a minimum of a master’s degree in a 
field related to education and five years of full-time experience as a teacher and/or 
educational specialist.   

 
B. School District Operations Code 
 

State Board Member Maud Dahme, chair, Legislative/Administrative Code Committee 
presented the committee’s recommendation regarding proposed N.J.A.C. 6A:32, School 
District Operations.  Ms. Dahme stated that the department requested in December 2004 
that the State Board not adopt the rules proposed at N.J.A.C. 6A:32 due to the number of 
comments provided that required further review and consideration.  The matter was then 
referred to Legislative/Administrative Code Committee.  Ms. Dahme further stated that 
since the existing rules at N.J.A.C. 6:3, School Districts, were scheduled to expire on 
March 9, 2005, the State Board requested that Acting Governor Richard J. Codey 
authorize a one-year extension of the current rules. Ms. Dahme also stated that, based 
upon the substantive nature of the issues that require attention, the committee 
recommended that the proposed School District Operations code be considered for 
reproposal at the March 2, 2005 State Board monthly public meeting. 

 
C. Professional Licensure and Standards Code Discussion 
 

State board members and department staff continued their discussion of proposed 
amendments to the Professional Licensure and Standards Code.  The adoption-level 
discussion of the amendments was tabled by the State Board at the February 2, 2005 
monthly public meeting in order to address comments received from educational 
associations.   

 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
On a motion duly seconded and carried, the State Board adjourned its February 16, 2005 public 
work session at 2:50 p.m.   
 

________________________________________ 
Dwight R. Pfennig, Ed.D., Acting Commissioner 
Acting Secretary, NJ State Board of Education 
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