New Jersey State Board of Education
Minutes of the Public Work Session
Held at the Hudson County Vocational Technical School
8511 Tonnelle Avenue
North Bergen, NJ

M arch 16, 2005

Presiding:  Debra Casha, Vice President

Secretary:  William L. Librera, Ed.D., Commissioner

PRESENT CONSTITUTING A QUORUM: ABSENT:

Ms. Kathleen A. Dietz Dr. Arnold G. Hyndman
Ms. Maud Dahme Ms. Margaret F. Bartlett
Mrs. Anne S. Dillman Dr. Ronald K. Butcher

Ms. Josephine E. Figueras Dr. Ernest Lepore

Mr. John A. Griffith Dr. Thelma Napoleon-Smith

Mr. Edward M. Taylor
Mrs. Roberta Van Anda

CONVENING

Debra Casha, Vice President, State Board of Education, convened the public meeting with the
reading of the resolution pertaining to the public session of the State Board meeting as it
complies with the Open Public Meetings Act.

WHEREAS, the New Jersey Open Public Meetings Act was enacted to insure the right
of the public to have advance notice of and to attend the meeting of public bodies at which any
business affecting their interest is discussed or acted upon, and

WHEREAS, in accordance with the provisions of this act, the State Board of Education
has caused notice of this meeting to be published by having the date, time and place thereof
posted in the Department of Education, Secretary of State’s Office and notice also having been
given to the State House press corps, the Governor’s Office and the State Board agenda
subscribers, now therefore be it

RESOLVED, that by adopting this resolution the State Board of Education states its
intention to convene a public meeting to conduct the state’s business on Wednesday, March 16,
2005.



Vice President Casha stated that the State Board would be meeting today as the State Board of
Vocational Education. She welcomed everyone in attendance and thanked Mr. Frank Garguilo,
superintendent, Hudson County Vocational Technical Schools, for hosting the work session. On
behalf of the State Board, Vice President Casha thanked everyone involved in the planning of the
vocational work session. Ms. Casha also extended her gratitude to State Board Member
Edward Taylor for his efforts in coordinating this event.

ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION

Reauthorization of the Carl Perkins Funds

Dr. Thomas Bistocchi, President, New Jersey Council of County Vocational Schools, stated that
the Carl Perkins Legislation is the single funding mechanism for vocational education at the
secondary level. He also stated that the loss of the Perkins funding would result in an economic
impact in New Jersey of approximately $25,000,000 for Fiscal Year 2006.

Ms. Diane Lobosco, President-elect, New Jersey Council of County Vocational Schools, stated
that Superintendents of the County Vocational Schools and board members of the New Jersey
Council of County Vocational Schools traveled to Washington D.C. to meet with New Jersey’s
Congressional delegates to discuss the reauthorization of the Carl Perkins funding.

State Plan for VVocational-T echnical Education

Commissioner Librera and the State Board members considered Dr. Bistocchi’s request that the
State Board reflect on seven key issues as the new five year plan for vocational education in
New Jersey is developed. The seven recommended key issues include:

1. A combination of rigorous academics, industry-driven career and technical standards and
meaningful opportunities for mentoring and work-based learning.

2. An opportunity for all children to participate in high quality career and technical
education.

3. Programs that are offered should be driven by the demands of employers, the labor
market, regional economic needs, and the needs and interests of students and parents.

4. A coherent core technical course sequence that leads to an industry recognized credential

and/or higher education program.

Opportunities for work-based and/or mentoring experiences.

Rigorous program approval and ongoing monitoring by the Department.

7. Meaningful targeted professional development for teachers and administrators
responsible for career and technical education programs.
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ADJOURNMENT

On a motion duly seconded and carried, the State Board adjourned its March 16, 2005 public
work session at 2:30 p.m.

William L. Librera, Ed.D., Commissioner
Secretary, NJ State Board of Education
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