
New Jersey State Board of Education 
Minutes of the Regular Monthly Meeting 

in the Conference Room on the First Floor, 
100 River View Executive Plaza 

Trenton, NJ 
 

April 6, 2005 
 

 
Presiding:  Arnold G. Hyndman, Ph.D., President 
 
Secretary:  William L. Librera, Ed.D., Commissioner 
 
PRESENT CONSTITUTING A QUORUM    ABSENT 
Dr. Ronald K. Butcher       Ms. Margaret F. Bartlett 
Ms. Debra Casha 
Ms. Maud Dahme 
Ms. Kathleen A. Dietz 
Mrs. Anne S. Dillman 
Mr. John A. Griffith 
Ms. Josephine E. Figueras 
Dr. Ernest Lepore 
Dr. Thelma Napoleon-Smith 
Mr. Edward M. Taylor 
Mrs. Roberta Van Anda 
 
CONVENING 
 
Arnold G. Hyndman, president, State Board of Education, convened the public meeting with the 
reading of the resolution pertaining to the public session of the State Board meeting as it 
complies with the Open Public Meetings Act.   
 
 WHEREAS, the New Jersey Open Public Meetings Act was enacted to insure the right 
of the public to have advance notice of and to attend the meeting of public bodies at which any 
business affecting their interest is discussed or acted upon, and 
 
 WHEREAS, in accordance with the provisions of this act, the State Board of Education 
has caused notice of this meeting to be published by having the date, time and place thereof 
posted in the Department of Education, Secretary of State’s Office and notice also having been 
given to the State House Press Corps, the Governor’s Office and the state board agenda 
subscribers, now therefore be it 
 
 RESOLVED, that by adopting this resolution the State Board of Education states its 
intention to convene a public meeting to conduct the state’s business on April 6, 2005. 
 
ADJOURN TO EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 
President Hyndman then read the resolution pertaining to the executive session of the State 
Board meeting as it complies with the Open Public Meetings Act. 
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 WHEREAS, in order to protect the personal privacy and to avoid situations wherein the 
public interest might be disserved, the Open Public Meetings Act permits public bodies to 
exclude the public from that portion of a meeting at which certain matters are discussed, now 
therefore be it 
 
 RESOLVED, that consistent with the provision of NJSA 10:4-12(b), the State Board of 
Education will now adjourn to executive session to discuss personnel matters. 
 
The State Board immediately adjourned to executive session. 
 
RECONVENING 
 
President Hyndman reconvened the public meeting with the reading of the resolution pertaining 
to the resumption of the public session of the State Board meeting as it complies with the Open 
Public Meetings Act. 
 
 WHEREAS, consistent with the provision of NJSA 10:4-12(b), the State Board will now 
adjourn from executive session to resume the open session of this meeting.   
 
STUDENT SPEAKERS 
 
Raymond Thompson, Jr., the 2005 State Board student representative and a senior from High 
Point Regional High School (Sussex County), introduced the student guest speakers.   
 
Vanessa Caicedo, a student from Emerson High School (Hudson County), spoke to the State 
Board about urban school systems.  She stated that urban school systems despite public 
perception provide students with an education and other opportunities that may not be found in 
suburban school systems.  Vanessa further stated that her school, for example offers a program 
called Road to College.  This program enables student’s to visit colleges and universities of their 
choice at no cost.  Vanessa further stated that her school has made significant improvement on 
the High School Proficiency Exam (HSPA).  
 
Stephanie Delserro, a student from Watchung Hills Regional High School (Somerset County), 
spoke to the State Board about the importance of the High School Proficiency Assessment 
(HSPA) test.  Stephanie stated that testing is necessary for tracking trends or changes in 
achievement over time and making comparisons across the states/territories and with the nation.  
She also stated that for the test results are helpful to state and local governments to refine or 
change different aspects of education.  Stephanie urged the State Board and the Department to 
consider changing the administration date of the HSPA test to January since it currently 
coincides with the administration of the Scholastic Aptitude Test (SAT).   
 
President Hyndman, on behalf of the State Board, thanked the student speakers for their 
presentations.   
 
INTRODUCTIONS 
 
Commissioner Librera recognized Bruce Greenfield, Ocean County Superintendent of Schools, 
who represented the county superintendents.  Dr. Greenfield has served in this position since July 
2002.   
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Student Recognition Program 
 
The State Board recognized Sara Dickhaus, Central Regional High School (Ocean County), as a 
part of its monthly recognition program designed to honor a student or a group of students who 
have made a significant contribution to school, community, family or other groups. The State 
Board recognized Sara for her academic achievement and leadership in her school and 
community.     
 
On behalf of the State Board, President Hyndman congratulated Sara for her achievements in 
academic studies and for her commitment to community service.   
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF THE MEETINGS 
 
On a motion duly seconded and carried, the State Board members unanimously approved the 
minutes of the meetings conducted on March 2, 2005 and March 16, 2005.   
 
PRESIDENT’S REPORTS 
 
April Work Session and Public Testimony Session 
 
President Hyndman stated that the April work session will be held on April 19, 2005 at 1:00 p.m. 
at the Embassy Suites, 121 Centennial Avenue in Piscataway, New Jersey.  The State Board will 
discuss issues related to mathematics literacy.  
 
President Hyndman also stated that the April public testimony session is cancelled.  However, 
the State Board and the Department will accept written comment on the proposed new chapter at 
NJAC 6A:13, Adult Education Programs.   
 
President Hyndman stated that the State Board’s Urban Education Committee met with the 
leadership of the State Operated School Districts on March 30, 3005.  He asked John Griffith, 
chair of the Urban Education Committee to provide a brief overview of the meeting.  Mr. Griffith 
stated that the purpose of the meeting was to provide the committee with an opportunity to meet 
informally with the State District Superintendents to hear about their progress, concerns and 
future goals.   
 
President Hyndman requested that the Urban Education Committee provide a full report to the 
State Board at the May 4, 2005 monthly public meeting. 
 
COMMISSIONER’S REPORT 
 
Organization Chart 
 
Commissioner Librera stated that the Department is working on a new organizational chart that 
will be presented to the public in the near future. 
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ITEMS FOR CONSIDERATION: 
 
On motions duly seconded and carried, the State Board of Education took the following action: 
 
A. Appointments
 

• There were no appointments. 
 
B. Certification of Districts
 

• There were no school districts recommended for certification.   
 
C. Evaluation of the Performance of School Districts
 

• Adopted the resolution requesting the Governor to extend the expiration date of the 
Evaluation of the Performance of School Districts regulations at NJAC 6A:30, 
pursuant to NJSA 52:14B-5.1(d).   

 
D. Adult Education
 

• Adopted amendments pertaining to the GED passing scores in the Adult Education 
regulations at NJAC 6:30 pursuant to NJSA 18A:1-1, 18A:4-15, 18A:7C-1 et seq., 
18A:27-2, 18A:48-1, 18A:49-1 through 8, 18A:50-12, 13, and 14, and the Adult 
Education Act, 20 U.S.C. §§ 1201 et seq. 

 
E. Programs to Support Student Development
 

• Approved for publication in the New Jersey Register the amendments pertaining to 
Student Conduct proposed at NJAC 6A:16 pursuant to NJSA 18A:1.1, 18A:4-15, 
18A:37-1 to 5, 18A:38-1 to 36, 18A:40-1 to 40A-21.   

 
F. Adult Education 
 

• Discussed the repeal and adoption of the new chapter of Adult Education regulations 
proposed at NJAC 6A:13 pursuant to NJSA 18A:1-1, 18A:4-15, 18A:7C-1 et seq., 
18A:27-2, 18A:48-1, 18A:49-1 through 8, 18A:50-12, 13, and 14, and the Adult 
Education Act, 20 U.S.C. §§ 1201 et seq. 

 
G. Finance and Business Services  
 

• Discussed the amendments pertaining to Administrative Cost Limits proposed at 
NJAC 6A:23A pursuant to P.L. 2004, C73.   
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NEW BUSINESS 
 
There was no new business. 
 
LEGAL CASES 
 
There were no legal cases.   
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
On a motion duly seconded and carried the State Board of Education adjourned its April 6, 2005 
public meeting at 12:25 p.m. 
 
 
      ________________________________________ 
      William L. Librera, Ed.D., Commissioner 
      Secretary, NJ State Board of Education 
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