New Jersey State Board of Education
Minutes of the Regular Monthly Meeting
in the Conference Room on the First Floor,
100 River View Executive Plaza
Trenton, NJ

December 7, 2005

Presiding: Arnold G. Hyndman, Ph.D., President

Secretary: Lucille E. Davy, Acting Commissioner

PRESENT CONSTITUTING A QUORUM ABSENT

Mr. Arcelio Aponte Ms. Maud Dahme

Dr. Ronald K. Butcher Ms. Kathleen A. Dietz

Ms. Debra Casha Rev. Frederick LaGarde, Jr.

Ms. Josephine E. Figueras
Mr. John A. Griffith

Dr. Ernest Lepore

Dr. Thelma Napoleon-Smith
Mr. Edward M. Taylor

CONVENING

Arnold G. Hyndman, president, State Board of Education, convened the public meeting with the
reading of the resolution pertaining to the public session of the State Board meeting as it
complies with the Open Public Meetings Act.

WHEREAS, the New Jersey Open Public Meetings Act was enacted to insure the right
of the public to have advance notice of and to attend the meeting of public bodies at which any
business affecting their interest is discussed or acted upon, and

WHEREAS, in accordance with the provisions of this act, the State Board of Education
has caused notice of this meeting to be published by having the date, time and place thereof
posted in the Department of Education, Secretary of State’s Office and notice also having been
given to the State House Press Corps, the Governor’s Office and the state board agenda
subscribers, now therefore be it

RESOLVED, that by adopting this resolution the State Board of Education states its
intention to convene a public meeting to conduct the state’s business on December 7, 2005.

STUDENT SPEAKERS

Raymond Thompson, Jr., the 2005 State Board student representative and a senior from High
Point Regional High School (Sussex County), introduced the student guest speaker.

Jonathan Gregory, a student from Phillipsburg High School (Warren County), spoke to the State
Board about the future of the Phillipsburg High School.



President Hyndman, on behalf of the State Board, thanked Jonathan for his presentation.

INTRODUCTIONS

Commissioner Davy recognized Walter Keiss, Burlington County Superintendent of Schools,
who represented the county superintendents. Mr. Keiss has served in this position since May
2000.

Student Recognition Program

The State Board recognized Sarah Brown, Burlington Township High School (Burlington
County), as a part of its monthly recognition program designed to honor a student or a group of
students who have made a significant contribution to school, community, family or other groups.
The State Board recognized Sarah for her contributions to her community as a volunteer at a
local hospital and for her academic excellence.

On behalf of the State Board, President Hyndman congratulated Sarah for her achievements in
academic studies and extra-curricular activities.

APPROVAL OF MINUTESOF THE MEETINGS

On a motion duly seconded and carried, the State Board members approved the minutes of the
meetings conducted on November 2, 2005, November 2 and 3 retreat and November 16, 2005.

PRESIDENT'SREPORTS

Resolution to Honor M ar gar et Bartlett

On behalf of the State Board of Education, President Hyndman presented a resolution honoring
Margaret Bartlett for her service on the State Board and to the children of New Jersey.
Mrs. Bartlett was originally appointed to the board in 2000. During her tenure as a State Board
member, Mrs. Bartlett served on the Legal Committee, Urban Education Committee, Time on
Task Committee, Exemplary Programs Committee, ad hoc Graduation Requirements Committee
and the ad hoc Professional Licensure and Standards Committee.

On a motion duly seconded and carried, the State Board approved the following resolution read
by Vice President Debra Casha:

Resolution to Honor M ar gar et Bartlett

WHEREAS, Margaret Bartlett has served with distinction as a member of the
New Jersey State Board of Education since 2000; and

WHEREAS, throughout her tenure, Margaret Bartlett has served with dedication
on the Legal Committee, Urban Education Committee, Time on Task Committee, Exemplary
Programs Committee and the ad hoc Graduation Requirements Committee; and



WHEREAS, Margaret Bartlett provided leadership and practical insight as the
chair of the ad hoc Professional Licensure and Standards Committee, which was charged to
examine five critical issues related to the development of policy in the area of teacher licensure;
and

WHEREAS, Margaret Bartlett exhibited her commitment to enhancing the
quality of education in school districts by directing her efforts toward the improvement of the
certification requirements for teachers and school leaders that focus on improving teaching and
learning; and

WHEREAS, Margaret Bartlett used her knowledge of issues in local school
districts to analyze and consider policy in public education based on her personal experiences
and interactions with students, teachers, and administrators; and

WHEREAS, Margaret Bartlett after many years of service has resigned as a
member of the New Jersey State Board of Education; now therefore be it

RESOLVED, that it is both fitting and proper that the New Jersey State Board of
Education extends its sincerest gratitude to Margaret Bartlett for her commitment to the children
of New Jersey for devoting her time and energy to the State Board for the development of public
education policy in New Jersey; and be it further

RESOLVED, that the state board members extend best wishes for health and
happiness to Margaret Bartlett and her family.

December Work Session and Public Testimony Session

President Hyndman stated that the December work session will be held on December 21, 2005 at
1:00 p.m. at the Department of Education. The item for discussion will be the Evaluation of the
Performance of School Districts (NJQSAC).

President Hyndman also stated that the December public testimony session will be held on
December 21, 2005 at 3:00 p.m. The topics for consideration will be the amendments to NJAC
6A:9, Professional Licensure and Standards (Emergency Endorsements), amendments to NJAC
6A:9, Professional Licensure and Standards (Phase 4) and the amendments to NJAC 6A:14,
Special Education.

National Association of State Boards of Education Study Groups

President Hyndman stated that two State Board members will represent New Jersey on the
National Association of State Boards of Education Study Groups. President Hyndman stated that
Vice President Debra Casha will serve on the Civic Learning and Ethical Behavior in a Global
Society: The Role of K-12 Education Study Group and State Board Member Arcelio Aponte will
serve on the Commission on the Status of Financial Education in K-12 Education in the United
States Study Group.



COMMISSIONER’S REPORT

Newark State Operated School District Annual Report

Commissioner Davy introduced the Newark State District Superintendent Marion Bolden, who
presented the school district’s 2004-2005 annual report. In the annual report for 2004-2005, Ms.
Bolden focused on the progress that the school district has made toward increasing graduation rates,
school attendance, school safety and preschool. Ms. Bolden also reported on the results of the school
district’s Grade Eight Proficiency Assessment (GEPA) scores and the New Jersey Assessment of
Skills and Knowledge (NJ ASK) Assessment scores.

President Hyndman thanked Ms. Bolden for her report and requested that a supplemental report
be provided to the State Board that includes the following: 1) additional information about
initiatives and programs that are currently in place and are particularly necessary for the school
district to move forward with its goals; 2) information on those programs that are currently being
implemented and are expected to remain in the school district; 3) information on the critical
barriers to implementation; 4) information on the number of students graduating via the Special
Review Assessment (SRA) including the number of Limited English Proficient (LEP) student’s
involved in the SRA process; 5) information on how the school district is dealing with the
growing number of incidences if violence in the middle grades; 6) information on how the school
district is strategically planning to close the achievement gap and 7) information on how the
school district is focusing on the middle school years as an indicator of success in high school.

Abbott Regulations

Assistant Commissioner, Gordon Maclnnes, Division of Abbott Implementation presented a
report on the Abbott regulations that govern the implementation and budgeting for the Abbott
decisions which were filed by the Commissioner of Education for the 2005-2006 school year.
The Abbott regulations can be found on the Department’s website at
www.nj.gov/njded/code/current/.

ITEMSFOR CONSIDERATION:

On motions duly seconded and carried, the State Board of Education took the following action:

A. Appointments

e There were no appointments.

B. Certification of Districts

e Certified for a period of seven years the Folsom School District, Hamilton Township
School District and Somers Point School District in Atlantic County. Also, certified
for a period of one year with conditions, the Mount Holly Township School District
in Burlington County and the Dover School District in Morris County as
recommended by the county superintendent of schools pursuant to the Public School
Education Act of 1975, NJAC 6A:30, Evaluation of the Performance of School
Districts, and the Manual for Evaluation of Local School Districts.



C. Special Education

e Discussed the readoption with amendments of the Special Education regulations at
NJAC 6A:14, pursuant to NJSA Title 18A; 20 U.S.C. 81400 et seq.

D. Controversies and Disputes

e Discussed the amendments to the Controversies and Disputes regulations at NJAC
6A:3-1.1 et seq., pursuant to NJSA 18A:4-15, 18A:6-9, 18A:6-10 et seq., 18A:7G-12,
18A:11-3, 18A:12-29, 18A:29-14, 18A:38-1, 18A:38-13 and 18A:60-1.

E. Finance and Business Services

e Discussed the readoption with amendments of the Finance and Business Services
regulations proposed at NJAC 6A:23 pursuant to N.J.S.A. 18A:1-1; 18A:4-14; 18A:6-
27; 18A:7B-12; 18A:7F; 18A:7G; 18A:17-9,10, 31, 32, 34-37, 45; 18A:18A, 18A:19;
18A:20; 18A:21; 18A:22; 18A:23; 18A:24; 18A:29-3; 18A:33-1,2,3; 18A:36A;
18A:36B-8; 18A:38-7.8, 7.9, 8, 19, 20, 21, 18A:39; 18A:46; 18A:54; 18A:58;
18A:69.

NEW BUSINESS

State Board member Thelma Napoleon-Smith requested that the State Board and Department
engage in a meaningful dialogue regarding school districts, housing patterns and school
organization to find a systematic approach to desegregation.

LEGAL CASES

On motions duly seconded and carried, decisions in the following cases were adopted by the
board as presented by legal committee members Josephine E. Figueras, John A. Griffith, and
Debra Casha, chairperson.

ROSALIE BACON, individually and on behalf of G.P., Z.P., J.B., J.B., M.B., D.B., AND Z.H,;
JOSEPH BARUFFI, individually and on behalf of J.B.; ELIZABETH CULLEN, individually
and on behalf of T.C.; EDIE RILEY, individually and on behalf of S.R.; ARNETTA
RIDGEWAY AND CHRISTOPHER GLASS, individually and on behalf of J.G., F.G., AND
D.G.; AND BUENA REGIONAL, CLAYTON, COMMERCIAL, EGG HARBOR CITY,
HAMMONTON, FAIRFIELD, LAKEHURST, LAKEWOOD, LAWRENCE, LITTLE EGG
HARBOR, MAURICE RIVER, OCEAN, QUINTON, SALEM CITY, UPPER DEERFIELD,
WALLINGTON, AND WOODBINE SCHOOL DISTRICTS V. NEW JERSEY STATE
DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION, STATE BOARD DOCKET #4-03

The State Board of Education voted to postpone this matter until its January 4, 2006 meeting and
directed the Legal Committee to reconsider the time frame within which the Commissioner of
Education would be required to report to the State Board with respect to the matter. Arnold G.
Hyndman, Debra Casha, Ronald K. Butcher, John A. Griffith, Ernest P. Lepore, Thelma
Napoleon-Smith and Edward M. Taylor voted in favor of the motion. Maud Dahme and



Kathleen Dietz voted by way of telephone conference and opposed. Josephine E. Figueras also
opposed.

JOY FERRONTO V. BOARD OF EDUCATION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF WEYMOUTH,
ATLANTIC COUNTY, LINDA N. GAVULA AND MARGUERITE BETZ, STATE BOARD
DOCKET #36-05

The State Board of Education voted unanimously to grant the motion for leave to appear as
amicus curiae in this matter filed by the New Jersey School Boards Association pursuant to
N.J.A.C. 6A:4-2.1.

IN THE MATTER OF THE SUSPENSION OF THE CERTIFICATES OF FRANCES
METALLO BY THE STATE BOARD OF EXAMINERS, STATE BOARD DOCKET #35-05

The State Board of Education voted unanimously to affirm the decision of the State Board of
Examiners, agreeing that suspension of the appellant’s certificates for two years for chronic and
excessive absenteeism was the appropriate penalty under the circumstances. In so doing, the
State Board stressed that although the Board of Examiners had not considered the appellant’s
answer to its Order to Show Cause since her former counsel had failed to submit it in a timely
manner, the appellant was provided with a full opportunity during the proceedings on appeal to
submit any arguments and supporting documents, and she did in fact take advantage of this
opportunity.

ADJOURNMENT

On a motion duly seconded and carried the State Board of Education adjourned its December 7,
2005 public meeting at 3:35 p.m.

Lucille E. Davy, Acting Commissioner
Acting Secretary, NJ State Board of Education
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