
New Jersey State Board of Education 
Minutes of the Annual Policy Retreat 

at the Marriot Trenton at Lafayette Yard, in the Mercer Room 
1 West Lafayette Street 

Trenton, NJ 

September 20, 2007 
 
 
Presiding: Ronald K. Butcher, President  
 
Secretary: Lucille E. Davy, Commissioner 
 
 
PRESENT CONSTITUTING A QUORUM:   ABSENT: 
Mr. Arcelio Aponte      Ms. Debra Casha  
Ms. Maud Dahme       Rev. Frederick LaGarde, Jr. 
Ms. Kathleen A. Dietz       
Ms. Edithe Fulton      
Ms. Josephine E. Hernandez   
Dr. Arnold G. Hyndman     
Dr. Ernest Lepore 
Dr. Thelma Napoleon-Smith        
Mr. Kenneth Parker  
    
CONVENING 
 
Ronald K. Butcher, president, State Board of Education, convened the retreat public meeting 
with the reading of the resolution pertaining to the public session of the State Board meeting as it 
complies with the Open Public Meetings Act. 
 
 WHEREAS, the New Jersey Open Public Meetings Act was enacted to insure the right 
of the public to have advance notice of and to attend the meeting of public bodies at which any 
business affecting their interest is discussed or acted upon, and 
 
 WHEREAS, in accordance with the provisions of this act, the State Board of Education 
has caused notice of this meeting to be published by having the date, time and place thereof 
posted in the Department of Education, Secretary of State’s Office and notice also having been 
given to the State House press corps, the Governor’s Office and the State Board agenda 
subscribers, now therefore be it 
 
 RESOLVED, that by adopting this resolution the State Board of Education states its 
intention to convene a public meeting to conduct the state’s business on Thursday, September 20, 
2007. 
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LEGAL CASE 
 
On motion duly seconded and carried, a decision in the following case was adopted by the board 
as presented by legal committee member Edithe Fulton. 
 
IN THE MATTER OF THE REVOCATION OF THE TEACHING CERTIFICATE OF 
STEPHEN FOX BY THE STATE BOARD OF EXAMINERS, STATE BOARD 
DOCKET #53-05                                                                                                                                
 
On May 3, 2006, the State Board of Education affirmed the decision of the State Board of 
Examiners to revoke the teaching certificate of the appellant, a teaching staff member, who 
acknowledged that he had kissed on the lips a male student who had come to him for guidance.  
The State Board concurred with the Board of Examiners that the appellant’s behavior 
demonstrated his unfitness to teach and that revocation of his certification was the appropriate 
penalty under the circumstances.  On August 29, 2007, the Appellate Division, concluding that 
the appellant was entitled to present evidence in mitigation of the revocation sanction, remanded 
this matter to the State Board of Education for referral to the Office of Administrative Law for a 
hearing limited to the issue of the appropriate sanction.  In view of the Court’s decision, the State 
Board voted unanimously to remand this matter to the Board of Examiners for transmittal to the 
Office of Administrative Law for such proceedings as may be required to fulfill the terms of the 
Court’s decision. 
 
Welcome and Introduction 
 
President Butcher introduced Brenda Wellburn, Executive Director, National Association of 
State Boards of Education.  President Butcher stated that Ms. Wellburn would facilitate the 
discussion with the State Board members and focus on the educational priorities for the 
upcoming year.  President Butcher also welcomed the participants to the retreat. 
 
Historical Overview 
 
President Butcher established the historical perspective for the State Board and the Department 
relative to the current Strategic Plan and the educational priority areas: The seven priority areas 
are: International Education, Assessment, Quality Teaching and Educational Leadership, 
Vocational-Technical Education, School Funding, Language Arts & Math Literacy and the 
Implications of Discrimination on Student Performance.  
 
Educational Priorities 

The State Board members determined and evaluated areas of priority to be addressed in the 
future using the goals of the current Strategic Plan and educational priorities, accomplishments to 
date that assist in meeting those goals and a list of the Department’s goals and priorities.  The 
State Board members chose “Re-defining” the Core Curriculum Content Standards; Teaching & 
Retention; and Assessment as the three primary areas to focus on in the upcoming year.  The 
State Board determined that under “Re-defining” the Core Curriculum Content Standards, the 
following areas would be addressed:  Core Curriculum Content Standards; American Diploma 
Project; Graduation Requirements including a focus on Vocational Education; International 
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Education; Alignment of P-Higher Education; and the CORE legislation- Clearing Hurdles to 
Shared Services, Overriding Waste in Schools, Reining in Abuses, and Empowering Citizens.   

The State Board also determined that under Teaching & Retention, the following areas would be 
addressed:  Alternate Route; Retention and Recruitment; the Leadership Pipeline specifically 
Urban Leadership and the 100 hour requirement for Professional Development.   

The State Board further determined that under Assessment the following areas would be 
addressed:  Special Review Assessment (SRA), the Expansion of Assessment; Summer Learning 
Loss; Raising Urban Test Scores; Abbott School Districts, New Jersey Quality Single 
Accountability Continuum (NJQSAC) and Data (Assessment) Driven Instruction.   
 
Next Steps  
 
The State Board and the Commissioner agreed that they should meet to develop a process for the 
development of a new Strategic Plan.  They also agreed that a Strategic Planning Committee of 
Department staff and State Board members should be organized to develop a new Strategic Plan 
for consideration in July of 2008 that includes final goals, objectives, action plans and 
measurable benchmarks and outcomes.  The State Board members stated that State Board 
priorities should be used to inform the planning of the State Board’s monthly meeting agenda 
and be identified on the meeting agenda.  State Board members also stated that a report or review 
of the priorities should occur semi-annually.  Brenda Wellburn stated that she would provide a 
report of this meeting to the State Board Office staff within a few weeks. 
 
Closing Remarks 
 
On behalf of the State Board, Vice President Arcelio Aponte thanked Brenda Wellburn for her 
participation.  He also thanked the State Board Retreat Committee for their planning and 
coordination of this year’s retreat. The Retreat Committee was chaired by Arcelio Aponte with 
Debra Casha, Kathleen Dietz, Arnold G. Hyndman, Ernest Lepore and Kenneth Parker as 
members. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
On a motion duly seconded and carried, the State Board adjourned the September 20, 2007 
Annual State Board Policy Retreat at 3:35 p.m. 
 
 
       __________________________________ 
       Lucille E. Davy, Commissioner 
       Secretary, State Board of Education  
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