New Jersey State Board of Education
Minutes of the Regular Monthly Meeting
in the Conference Room on the First Floor,
100 River View Executive Plaza

Trenton, NJ
May 21, 2008
Presiding: Ronald Butcher, President
Secretary: Lucille E. Davy, Commissioner
PRESENT CONSTITUTING A QUORUM ABSENT
Mr. Arcelio Aponte Ms. Kathleen Deitz
Ms. Edithe Fulton Ms. Debra Casha

Ms. Josephine E. Hernandez
Dr. Ernest Lepore

Mr. Kenneth Parker

Dr. Dorothy Strickland

CONVENING

Ronald Butcher, president,, State Board of Education, convened the public meeting with the
reading of the resolution pertaining to the public session of the State Board meeting as it
complies with the Open Public Meetings Act.

WHEREAS, the New Jersey Open Public Meetings Act was enacted to insure the right
of the public to have advance notice of and to attend the meeting of public bodies at which any
business affecting their interest is discussed or acted upon, and

WHEREAS, in accordance with the provisions of this act, the State Board of Education
has caused notice of this meeting to be published by having the date, time and place thereof
posted in the Department of Education, Secretary of State’s Office and notice also having been
given to the State House Press Corps, the Governor’s Office and the state board agenda
subscribers, now therefore be it

RESOLVED, that by adopting this resolution the State Board of Education states its
intention to convene a public meeting to conduct the state’s business on May 21, 2008.

ADJOURN TO EXECUTIVE SESSION

President Butcher then read the resolution pertaining to the executive session of the State Board
meeting as it complies with the Open Public Meetings Act.

WHEREAS, in order to protect the personal privacy and to avoid situations wherein the
public interest might be disserved, the Open Public Meetings Act permits public bodies to
exclude the public from that portion of a meeting at which certain matters are discussed, now
therefore be it



RESOLVED, that consistent with the provision of N.J.S.A. 10:4-12(b), the State Board
of Education will now adjourn to executive session to discuss personnel and legal issues.

The State Board immediately adjourned to executive session.

RECONVENING

President Butcher reconvened the public meeting with the reading of the resolution pertaining to
the resumption of the public session of the State Board meeting as it complies with the Open
Public Meetings Act.

WHEREAS, consistent with the provision of N.J.S.A. 10:4-12(b), the State Board will
now adjourn from executive session to resume the open session of this meeting.

STUDENT SPEAKERS

Kayla Stoll, the 2007 State Board student representative and a junior from High Point Regional
High School (Sussex County) welcomed Jennifer Luck, who spoke on behalf of Esraa Omer, a
student at Bayonne High School (Hudson County). Jennifer spoke about the Raising Student
Voice through Participation (RSVP) program.

INTRODUCTIONS

Commissioner Davy recognized Kathleen Serafino, Executive County Superintendent of Schools
for Morris County, who represented the county superintendents.

Student Recognition Program

The State Board recognized Carlos Arce, a senior at Mt. Olive High School (Morris County) as a
part of its monthly recognition program designed to honor a student or a group of students who
have made a significant contribution to school, community, family or other groups. The State
Board recognized Carlos for his outstanding academic and extra-curricular achievements.

On behalf of the State Board, President Butcher congratulated Carlos on his achievements.

APPROVAL OF MINUTESOF THE MEETINGS

On a motion duly seconded and carried, the State Board members approved the minutes of the
public meetings conducted on April 16, 2008 and April 25, 2008.

PRESIDENT'SREPORTS

President Butcher stated that the reports of the State Board Committees will be presented at the
June State Board public meeting.

President Butcher announced the members of the State Board Nominating Committee that will

nominate the 2008-2009 State Board of Education president and vice president. Debra Casha
will serve as chairperson, and Kenneth Parker and Dorothy Strickland will serve as members.
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The nominating committee will give its report at the June State Board monthly meeting and the
State Board will vote on officers at the July State Board monthly meeting.

President Butcher announced that public testimony would be held later at 3:00 p.m. and the
topics are N.J.A.C. 6A:9, Professional Licensure and Standards, N.J.A.C. 6A:15, Bilingual
Education and N.J.A.C. 6A:7, Managing for Equality and Equity in Education. He also stated
that this is an open topic session so members of the public may present testimony on any
educational policy topic.

COMMISSIONER’'SREPORTS

Monitoring of School Districts

Commissioner Davy presented the final report on the placement of 124 school districts on the
New Jersey Quality Single Accountability Continuum, (NJQSAC). She stated that the report
shows almost half of the districts evaluated met 80% or more of the benchmark indicators in all
five areas. In addition, the Commissioner has received some requests for reconsideration and
therefore, the department made appropriate adjustments. The Department held a meeting with
districts that met less than 50% of the indicators in one or more areas to develop a plan to
address the deficits. Next year, half of the remaining districts (approximately 230) will undergo
the QSAC evaluation process and the following year the final half of the districts will be
assessed.

ITEMSFOR CONSIDERATION:

On motions duly seconded and carried, the State Board of Education took the following action:

A. Appointments

There were no appointments.

B. State Board of Examiners

Adopted the following resolution approving the appointment of a new member to the
State Board of Examiners:

RESOLUTION
STATE BOARD OF EXAMINERS

WHEREAS, pursuant to N.J.S.A. 18A:6-38, the State Board of Examiners is
responsible for issuing, revoking and suspending educational certificates under rules prescribed
by the State Board of Education; and

WHEREAS, pursuant to N.J.S.A. 18A:6-34, members of the State Board of
Examiners are appointed by the Commissioner of Education with the approval of the State Board
of Education; and

WHEREAS, the seat reserved by N.J.S.A. 18A:6-38 for an elementary school
principal is now vacant by reason of the retirement of that member; and
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WHEREAS, the Commissioner, after consulting with members of the education
community, has recommended the appointment of the person named below to fill the seat
reserved by N.J.S.A. 18A:6-38 for an elementary school principal; and

WHEREAS, the nominee has an established reputation for distinguished service;
now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, that the State Board of Education hereby approves the appointment
of the following person to fill the unexpired term of the elementary school principal seat on the
State Board of Examiners, which term will expire on August 31, 2008:

Gloria Jean Tunstall

Principal, Washington Elementary School
Trenton Public School District

C. Professional Licensure and Standards

e Discussed the readoption with amendments of the regulations pertaining to teacher
licensure and standards proposed at NJAC 6A:9, Professional Licensure and Standards
pursuant to NJSA 18A:1-1, 18A:4-15, 18A:6-34, 18A:6-38, 18A:26-10 and 18A:26-2.7

ITEMSFOR DISCUSSION

Katie Attwood, assistant commissioner, Division of Finance, and Donna Arons, special assistant
to the Commissioner, presented an update on the Department’s development of the regulations
pertaining to School District Fiscal Accountability, Efficiency and Budgeting Procedures.

Commissioner Davy stated that Program Regulations are under review with the Attorney
General’s office.

Sandra Alberti, director, Office of Math and Science Education, and Marie Barry, director,
Office of Secondary Education and Career and Technical Education, provided a presentation on
High School Redesign.

NEW BUSINESS

There was no new business.

LEGAL CASES

Unless otherwise noted, on motions duly seconded and carried, decisions in the following cases
were adopted by the Board as presented by the legal committee members Arcelio Aponte, Edithe
Fulton, Dorothy Strickland, and Josephine Hernandez, chairperson.



LEON VARJIAN V. BOARD OF EDUCATION OF THE BOROUGH OF MIDLAND
PARK, BERGEN COUNTY, ST. BD. DKT #30-07

The State Board affirmed the decisions below dismissing the complaint. Arcelio Aponte
opposed. Ernest Lepore did not participate in the vote.

THOMAS LYGATE V. BOARD OF EDUCATION OF THE BOROUGH OF
CARTERET, MIDDLESEX COUNTY, STATE BOARD DOCKET #23-08

The State Board affirmed the Commissioner’s decision dismissing the petition because
petitioner filed beyond the statutory 90 day limit. Ernest Lepore did not participate in the vote.

L.T., on behalf of minor child, P.T. V. BOARD OF EDUCATION OF THE TOWNSHIP
OF EWING, MERCER COUNTY, STATE BOARD DOCKET #19-08

The State Board moved to dismiss the appeal for failure to perfect.
Ernest Lepore did not participate in the vote.

S.J., on behalf of minor child, V.J. V. BOARD OF EDUCATION OF THE SOUTH
ORANGE-MAPLEWOOD SCHOOL DISTRICT, ESSEX COUNTY, STATE BOARD
DOCKET #16-08

The State Board moved to dismiss the appeal for failure to perfect. Ernest Lepore did not
participate in the vote.

IN THE MATTER OF THE TENURE HEARING OF DR. DAVID L. WITMER,
SCHOOL DISTRICT OF THE TOWNSHIP OF MIDDLETOWN, MONMOUTH
COUNTY, STATE BOARD DKT #4-08

The State Board affirmed the Commissioner’s decision finding the superintendent

engaged in conduct unbecoming and therefore is suspended without pay for six months. Ronald
Butcher abstained.

ADJOURNMENT

On a motion duly seconded and carried the State Board of Education adjourned its May 21, 2008
public meeting at 2:46 p.m.

Lucille E. Davy, Commissioner
Secretary, State Board of Education
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