
New Jersey State Board of Education 
Minutes of the Regular Monthly Meeting 

in the Conference Room on the First Floor 
100 River View Executive Plaza 

Trenton, NJ 
 

May 3, and 4, 2011 
 
Presiding:  Arcelio Aponte, President 
 
Secretary:  Barbara Gantwerk, Acting Commissioner 
 
PRESENT CONSTITUTING A QUORUM   ABSENT 
Ms. Claire Eckert       Dr. Ronald Butcher 
Mr. Jack Fornaro      Mr. Robert Haney 
Ms. Edithe Fulton       Dr. Ernest Lepore  
Mr. Ilan Plawker      Mr. Andrew Mulvihill  
Mr. Peter Simon       
Dr. Dorothy Strickland  
      
   
CONVENING 
 

Arcelio Aponte, President, State Board of Education, convened the public meeting with 
the reading of the statement pertaining to the public session of the State Board meeting as it 
complies with the Open Public Meetings Act.   
 
 The New Jersey Open Public Meetings Act was enacted to insure the right of the public 
to have advance notice of and to attend the meeting of public bodies at which any business 
affecting their interest is discussed or acted upon.   

 
 In accordance with the provisions of this Act, the State Board of Education has caused 
notice of this meeting to be published by having the date, time and place thereof posted in the 
Department of Education, Secretary of State’s Office and notice also having been given to the 
State House Press Corps, the Governor’s Office and the state board agenda subscribers.  
 
 And seeing there was a quorum the meetings of May 3 and 4, 2011 were called to order.  
 
ADJOURN TO EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 
Vice President Aponte then read the resolution pertaining to the executive session of the State 
Board meeting as it complies with the Open Public Meetings Act. 
 
 WHEREAS, in order to protect the personal privacy and to avoid situations wherein the 
public interest might be disserved, the Open Public Meetings Act permits public bodies to 
exclude the public from that portion of a meeting at which certain matters are discussed, now 
therefore be it 
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RESOLVED, that consistent with the provision of NJSA 10:4-12(b), the State Board of 
Education will now adjourn to executive session on May 3, 2011 to discuss personnel and legal 
issues. 
 
The State Board immediately adjourned to executive session on May 3, 2011.  President Aponte 
reconvened the open meeting at 4:45 pm on May 3, 2011 with the reading of the resolution 
pertaining to the resumption of the public session of the State Board meeting as it complies with 
the Open Public Meetings Act. 
 
 WHEREAS, consistent with the provision of N.J.S.A. 10:4-12(b), the State Board will 
now adjourn from executive session on May 3, 2011 to resume the open session of this meeting.  
President Aponte immediately requested a motion to recess the public meeting until 2:00 pm on 
May 4, 2011. 
 
CONVENING 
 
President Aponte reconvened the public meeting at 2:00 pm on May 4, 2011 and requested a 
motion to resume the public meeting. 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGANCE 
 
 
CONDOLENCES 
 
President Aponte offered condolences to State Board member Ronald K. Butcher and his family 
on the recent passing of Dr. Butcher’s step father. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF THE MEETINGS 
 
On a motion duly seconded and carried, the State Board members approved the minutes of the 
public meeting conducted on April 6, 2011.  On a motion duly seconded and carried, the State 
Board members approved the minutes of the public meeting conducted on April 11, 2011.   
 
PRESIDENT’S REPORT 
 
Public Testimony 
 
President Aponte stated that a public testimony session would be held today immediately 
following the conclusion of the State Board public meeting.  He also stated that the topics for the 
May 4, 2011 public testimony session include Professional Licensure and Standards (Alternate 
Route for Superintendent Certification amendments) and Student Transportation and Open 
Topic.  President Aponte further stated that an Open Topic session means that members of the 
public may present testimony before the State Board on any educational topic of their choice.   
 
President Aponte stated that information on public testimony is available by contacting the State 
Board office at 609-984-6024 or through the following website 
http://education.state.nj.us/sboe/reg.php  He also stated that a public testimony session would not 
be held on June 1, 2011 because the State Board would be holding its retreat.   
 

http://education.state.nj.us/sboe/reg.php�
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Selection of the State Board Nominating Committee 
 
President Aponte announced the selection of the State Board Nominating Committee that will 
nominate the 2011-2012 State Board of Education president and vice president.  Ernest Lepore 
will serve as chairperson, and Dorothy Strickland and Edithe Fulton will serve as members.  The 
nominating committee will give its report at the June State Board monthly meeting and the State 
Board will vote on officers at the July State Board monthly meeting. 
 
State Board Calendar of Meeting Dates for 2011-2012 
 
The State Board members discussed the draft monthly public meeting dates calendar for the 
2011-2012 school year.  The State Board plans to adopt a resolution at its June 1, 2011 monthly 
public business meeting regarding the annual calendar of the 2011-2012 meeting dates of the State 
Board of Education pursuant to NJAC 6A:1-2.2, NJSA 18A:4-7 and 10:4-6 et seq. 
 
NASBE Regional Meeting of the Common Core State Standards 
 
State Board member Dorothy Strickland and Mary Jane Kurabinski, director, Office of Language 
and Arts Literacy, provided a presentation on the Common Core State Standards.  The 
presentation focused on the issues, concerns and goals of the Common Core State Standards as 
well as the process for development and adoption by the States.  Additionally, the presentation 
spotlighted the key features of the Common Core State Standards (English Language Arts and 
Math); assessment; challenges and next steps.   
 
Adult Education Task Force Update  
 
President Aponte stated that he met on April 14, 2011 with various stakeholders and state agency 
leaders to discuss the status of Adult Education.  He stated that more than 1 million NJ residents 
are in need of or are seeking Adult Education programs.  He also stated that programs are closing 
throughout the state due to lack of access and funding.  
 
President Aponte stated that the next steps for the group include looking at national models and 
best practices for Adult Education programs, assessing current funding streams, updating the 
2002 Heldrich Center Report, A Profile of the Workforce Development Partnership Program and   
engaging other stakeholders. 
 
President Aponte stated that the group will reconvene in June to determine how to better align 
Adult Education Services, to develop partnerships with other state agencies and business partners 
and to enhance the delivery of Adult Education Services.   
 
COMMISSIONER’S REPORT 
 
New Jersey School Business Administrator of the Year 
 
John Donohue, Executive Director of the New Jersey Association of School Business 
Administrators introduced Henry Lee from the Passaic City Public School District as the 
recipient of this year’s NJASBO service award.  State Board members congratulated Mr. Lee for 
his service. 
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ITEMS FOR CONSIDERATION: 
 
On motions duly seconded and carried, the State Board of Education took the following action: 
 
 *A. Appointments 

 
• There were no appointments. 

 
 *B. Certification of School Districts 

 
• Certified for a period of three years, those school districts recommended by the 

Commissioner, pursuant to N.J.S.A. 18A:7A-14a and b. 
 

 WORK SESSION 
 
Teacher Educator Effectiveness Task Force 
 
Brian Zychowski, Superintendent of North Brunswick Public School  
District and chair, Governor Christie’s Educator Effectiveness Task Force and Jessani Gordon, 
Office of Research, presented a summary of the Interim Report on Educator Effectiveness which 
included recommendations for improving student achievement in New Jersey by revising the 
educator evaluation system. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
State Board member Ilan Plawker requested that a presentation by the Administration of the 
Harrington Park School District demonstrating their business model for funding Special 
Education Programs be made to the State Board.  State Board President Arcelio Aponte agreed 
and asked the State Board office to arrange the presentation at a future monthly public business 
meeting. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
On a motion duly seconded and carried the State Board of Education adjourned its May 4, 2011 
meeting at 4:26 p.m. 
 
       __________________________________ 
       Christopher Cerf, Acting Commissioner 
       Acting Secretary, State Board of Education  
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