New Jersey Post-School Outcomes Data Collection Protocol
For Students With Disabilities Exiting During 2013-2014
Student Demographic Profile and Post-School Outcomes Data Collection Survey

The New Jersey Department of Education, Office of Special Education is required by the Individuals with Disabilities Act (IDEA) 2004 to annually conduct a study of post-school outcomes of students with disabilities, ages 14-21, who leave public school.  This protocol addresses the essential information to be collected and reported for the Part B State Performance Plan (SPP) and the Annual Performance Report (APR) for Indicator #14: Post School Outcomes.

Indicator #14
Percent of youth who are no longer in secondary school, had individualized education programs (IEPs) in effect at the time they left school, and were:
A. Enrolled in higher education within one year of leaving high school.
B. Enrolled in higher education or competitively employed within one year of leaving high school.
C. Enrolled in higher education or in some other postsecondary education or training program; or competitively employed or in some other employment within one year of leaving high school. (20 U.S.C. 1416(a)(3)(B))

Definitions
Definition of enrolled in higher education: Youth who have been enrolled on a full or part-time basis  in a community college (2 year program) or college/university (4 or more year program) for at least one complete term, at anytime in the year since leaving high school.
Enrolled in other post secondary education or training: Youth who have been enrolled on a full-time or part-time basis for at least 1 complete term at any time in the year since leaving high school in an education or training program (e.g. Job Corps, Youth Corps, adult education, workforce development program or vocational technical school which is less than a 2 year program).
Definition of engaged in competitive employment: Youth who have worked for pay at or above minimum wage in a setting with others who are nondisabled for a period of 20 hours a week for at least 90 days at any time in the year since leaving high school.  This includes military service.  Definition of engaged in “some other employment”: Youth who have worked for pay or have been self employed for a period of at least 90 days at any time in the year since leaving high school.  Note: this definition does not specify a minimum number of hours per week or hourly wage.  
Definition of Dropped Out:  Any student 14 or older that Dropped Out of school during the 2013-2014 school year and any students that was reported as Moved Not Known to be Continuing should be counted as a Drop Out.  
Please note: Question #13 of the Demographic Profile asks Did the student have any work-based learning/structured learning experiences while they were in high school? Please use the following definition of Structured Learning Experience (SLE) (N.J.A.C. 6A:19-1.2, NJDOE) means experiential, supervised educational activities designed to provide students with exposure to the requirements and responsibilities of specific job titles or job groups, and to assist them in gaining employment skills and making career and educational decisions. A structured learning experience may be either paid or unpaid, depending on the type of activities in which the student is involved. All structured learning experiences must adhere to applicable State and Federal child labor laws and other rules of the State Departments of Education and Labor. Structured learning experiences may include, but are not limited to: (1) Apprenticeships; (2) Community service; (3) Cooperative education; (4) Internships; (5) Job shadowing; (6) School-based enterprises; (7) Volunteer activities; (8) Vocational student organizations; and (9) Work Experience Career Exploration Program (WECEP).
The purpose of this protocol is to provide a practical and uniform way for collecting data on post-school outcomes of adolescents with disabilities, ages 14-21, who left public school during the 2013-2014 school year.  Your assistance in collecting this important information will help in improving programs and services for secondary youth with disabilities. This protocol is based on the definitions above and consists of two parts. Part I is the Student Demographic Profile.  These data are important to describe those students from whom the post-school data will be collected.  Part II is the Post-School Survey.  These data are to be gathered one year after the student leaves high school (by September 30, 2015).  



