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Strategies for the Special Education Parent Survey
State Performance Plan, Indicator #8: Parent Involvement
· Review the parent surveys with district staff – principals, child study team personnel and instructional staff - general and special education teachers to anticipate parent responses and identify areas to work on this year related to parent involvement.
· Promote what you are already doing regarding parent involvement (post activities on the district website, parent meetings, etc.)

· Inform families about the purpose of the survey, that it will be sent to them by the New Jersey Department of Education in May of 2013 and highlight the importance of their participation.   Let them know they will receive a survey for each of their children who is receiving special education (including students who are eligible for speech and language services) and that their responses will be confidential.
· Discuss during IEP meetings with families.
· Conduct a presentation at one of your special education PTA meetings to inform families of the survey.

· Send a letter to families to let them know about the survey.  This is best done as a follow-up to a face to face discussion.
· Use parent group leaders to assist in spreading the word about the parent survey and encouraging other parents of students with disabilities to participate.

· Consider hosting an evening open house to offer assistance to parents in completing the survey.  This may be particularly helpful to parents who speak other languages or others who would appreciate support in reading the questions.  Have computers available for on-line response.  Note: Parents will have to bring the surveys sent to them (that contains a unique code)  to complete at the open house or bring their own cover letter which contains a  unique log-in code in order to access the web option.
· Be sure to reach out to minority families to encourage their participation.  

· Be sure that families whose children are in placements outside of the district are included in the mailing addresses you send to the Department of Education as well as whatever strategies you use to promote participation in the survey.
