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State of Nefw Jersey

DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
PO Box 500
TrenTON, NJ 08625-0500

JON S. CORZINE LuciLLE E. DAVY
Governor Commissioner

October 6, 2008

To: Chief School Administrators
Charter School Lead Persons

From: Suzanne Ochse, Director
Office of Student Achievement and Accountability

Subject: Use of Title I Funds for Parental Involvement

The New Jersey Department of Education (NJDOE) has received inquiries from districts
regarding uses of Title I monies to fund activities for parental involvement. Specifically, the
question is about what the State allows and what the Federal Government allows regarding
the use of these federal funds for Title | Parent Involvement activities for the purchase of
refreshments at meetings. This memo serves to clarify this question.

State Requlations

The State regulations which went into effect on July 1, 2008, (6A:23A-5.8) specifically
address expenditures using state, local or federal funds for non-employee activities, meals
and refreshments and permit the funding of:

1. All reasonable costs, including light meals and refreshments, directly related to
activities that benefit students and are part of the instructional program, including
expenditures for field trips and extracurricular programs that are not solely for
entertainment. Nothing is this subsection shall preclude boards of education from
using student activity funds or accepting donations to support student activities that
are solely for student entertainment; and

2. All reasonable costs directly related to activities of dignitaries and other “non-
district” employees (e.g. parents), including light meals and refreshments and any
other directly related expense. It is expected that expenditures for this purpose will
be minimal and infrequent.
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Federal Regulations

The United States Department of Education (USDE) allows school districts to spend these
Title I funds on items that will encourage parents to attend activities. Specifically, districts
are allowed to spend Title I monies on food and beverage items for parental involvement
events providing the costs are reasonable and necessary. The legislation states:

“Schools may pay reasonable and necessary expenses associated with local parental
involvement activities, including transportation and childcare costs, to enable parents
to participate in school-related meetings and training sessions.” [Section 1118(e)(8),
(9), and (10), ESEA.]

Additionally, the USDE issued a policy letter on June 5, 2008, that states:

“We have taken the position that, as a way of encouraging parents of Title | students
to participate in school activities, an LEA may use Title | funds to provide light
refreshments to the parents.”

Therefore, both the State of New Jersey and the United States Department of Education are
consistent in permitting the use of these federal funds for Title | parental involvement
activities within the specified parameters as stated above. State funds may also be used for
parental activities as appropriate. If you have any questions, please contact Constance
Webster at (609) 633-0251.
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