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Today’s Quote: “Let everyone sweep in front of his own door, and the whole world will be clean.”
Johann Wolfgang von Goethe -1749-1832, German Poet, Dramatist, Novelist

“E-blasting Begins” – Agencies receive notification through “Emergency Support/ Services Outreach” Email
In an effort to divert developmental center admissions, DDD has begun to use special e-mail messages that notify agencies about individuals in the community who develop an emergency need for support. The emergency  e-mails, titled “Emergency Support/Services Outreach,” are very similar to those sent to agencies regarding Olmstead individuals and reflect the Division’s ongoing efforts to take actions that complement the Olmstead Plan, “Path to Progress.”
Although both types of E-blast are sent on Wednesdays, those for emergencies may, on some occasions, be sent on other days.  Another difference is the emergency E-blast requires a quicker response from agencies interested in serving the individual. Emergency E-blasts are sent out by DDD regional community offices, while the Olmstead E-blasts are sent by the support coordination agencies.

The emergency E-blast will be sent to all agencies that have taken steps to become “qualified” to serve individuals leaving developmental centers through the Olmstead Initiative.  However, not all agencies that serve DDD-eligible individuals in the community have taken this step; and those agencies that did not pre-qualify for Olmstead will receive the E-blasts forwarded from whichever provider association they belong to – NJACP, ABCD or ARC New Jersey.

One of DDD’s goals in expanding its E-blast system is to streamline how we communicate with agencies.  Communicating efficiently and swiftly is critical to conducting business in today’s environment, and the fastest way to share information is through e-mail.  DDD is now working to build its e-mail database with accurate contact information to have greater flexibility in communicating important information to provider agencies. 
Offender Central Registry legislation proposed by NJ Senate and General Assembly
The New Jersey State Legislature has introduced legislation in both houses regarding creation of a central registry of people who have committed offenses against individuals with developmental disabilities. This registry would be housed in the Department of Human Services, and would give DDD and other employers a way to help ensure that they do not employ individuals who pose a threat to the people they serve.

The Division is pleased to have assisted in developing legislation that is intended to help safeguard individuals with developmental disabilities from abuse; and also pleased that members of the legislature share our concern and have stepped foward to sponsor this legislation.  We believe the vast majority of DDD’s employees are committed to providing the best service possible to the people we serve.  For that reason, DDD is encouraged to see legislation that will hold offenders accountable for their actions without infringing on the rights of staff members who have not violated our consumers’ trust.  

The legislation is directed toward caregivers who have inflicted, or allowed to be inflicted, physical, sexual, verbal or psychological abuse or mistreatment of individuals with developmental disabilities. The bills, introduced by Senate Majority Leader Stephen Sweeney and Assemblymen Joseph Cryan and John Burzichelli, are as follows:  
S2516 (Sweeney) - Establishes registry of offenders of individuals with developmental disabilities in DHS.

01/26/2009 Introduced and referred to the Senate Law and Public Safety and Veterans' Affairs Committee.

A3673 (Cryan/Burzichelli) - Establishes registry of offenders of individuals with developmental disabilities in DHS.

01/26/2009 Introduced and referred to the Assembly Human Services Committee.

Both proposed bills can be found on the State Legislature’s website at www.njleg.state.nj.us.
Bureau of Guardianship Services Reorganization Article (Feb I - issue)

Correction to phone number:

 •
The Central Regional office (609-631-2209), located in Hamilton, which now serves:



Hunterdon, Mercer, Middlesex, Monmouth, Ocean, Counties; Hunterdon and New Lisbon Developmental Centers.  

How many people have recently moved to the community from developmental centers?

July 2007 - June 2008

= 121

July 2008 – February 15, 2009 
= 68
Announcements
Navigating the New System: What Families Need to Know about Major Changes in the System that Serves Individuals with Developmental Disabilities, presented by the ARC of New Jersey and DDD, is a presentation that will be offered in every county in the state throughout the year.  The first workshop will be held:
When: Wednesday, March 18, 2009 7:30 PM
Where: The Arc of Morris County: The Loretta & Julius Krauklis Center – 2nd Floor Conference Room

26 Main Street, Flanders, New Jersey

RSVP to 973-326-9750, ext. 211
Future event dates will be shared through DDD Today and also available on the DDD and ARC of NJ websites. 
Developmental Disabilities Lecture Series (DDLS)
The DDLS is a community education program for DDD Staff, community provider agencies, people with disabilities, and family members, provided to enhance their knowledge and skills regarding innovative approaches and state of the art practices for people with developmental disabilities.
Note: Congratulations to the Elizabeth Boggs Center and Dr. Deborah Spitalnik on DDLS’ 200th lecture completed this past November.  NASDDDS Executive Director Nancy Thaler was the featured lecturer and a story regarding her presentation appeared in DDD Today, December II issue (18th edition).
Woodbridge Hilton, Iselin:
4/3/09 - Planting Two Trees with One Seed: Communication Supports for Problem Behaviors

4/17/09 - The Dance of Change in a Perfect Storm

DoubleTree Guest Suites, Mt. Laurel:

5/1/09 – A Delicate Balance: Supporting Choice While Minimizing Risk

5/8/09 – Lessons, Issues, and Next Steps in Healthcare Decision Making: Care at the End of Life

For more information on the DDLS, please see the Boggs Center’s website site:  http://rwjms.umdnj.edu/bogggscenter.
Building bridges for employABILITY in the arts is being presented by the Cultural Access Network of NJ, in collaboration with the New Jersey State Council on the Arts and VSA arts of NJ.

Who Should Attend:  Cultural Employers, Vocational Counselors & Artists of all abilities
For More Information:  Call 973 - 731 - NJTA (6582) or visit www.culturalaccessnetwork.org. 

Where & When:

· Grounds for Sculpture, Hamilton, NJ, Monday, April 20, 2009 from 9:30 AM – 5:30 PM
· Matheny Med. & Ed. Ctr., Arts Access Program, Peapack, NJ,  Friday, May 8, 2009 from 9:30 AM – 5:30 PM

· Collingswood Sr. Community Ctr. & Perkins Ctr. for the Arts, Collingswood, NJ, Wednesday, June 8, 2009 from 9:30 AM – 5:30 PM
