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“Is this a life-threatening emergency?” Scenarios for Group Activity
Answer Key
SCENARIO #1:  

Call 911.  Why?   

1)  Burns need specialized care, requiring the resources of the emergency room.  
2)  Transporting a person with a burn is very painful to the burn victim.  
3) If immediate and appropriate care is not provided, the individual continues to burn and permanent scarring and disability may result.  

SCENARIO #2: 

Call 911. If a person who has difficulty communicating the pain they are experiencing is “holding his or her stomach and moaning” chances are, they are in significant pain.  Significant pain can be a symptom of life-threatening emergency, so play it safe and call 911.  

SCENARIO #3:  

Call 911.  Multiple seizures may be life-threatening.  

SCENARIO #4:  

Call 911.  Wheezing may be a symptom of a life-threatening illness.  

SCENARIO #5:  

Call the Electric Company to report a power outage.  
Call the DDD Hotline to report a disruption in operations. 
In the event that there is the smell of natural gas, do not call the gas company from the residence.  Leave the residence with all the residents and call 911 from a safe location.  

SCENARIO #6
Call 911. The call should have been made when the person had trouble swallowing the liquid medication.

