DHS E-Update for January 30, 2008
COMMISSIONER’S CORNER

Last week the Department hosted a Legislative Open House in the State House Annex. It was our pleasure to meet so many of the new legislators and reconnect with others returning to office. As we shared with so many, DHS provides a tremendous range of programs and services to over 1.5 million New Jerseyans everyday – that’s one in eight residents. 

We received such positive feedback from those who attended as we demonstrated websites that facilitate access to consumers such as, NJ Helps (which allows individuals to self-screen for over 30 programs or services), 211 (a community resource site), End Hunger NJ (which lists by region food pantries, soup kitchens and nutrition information) and NJ Find a Ride (an all purpose  resource for accessible transportation options available to people with disabilities and others in New Jersey who don't have convenient, reliable access to private automobile transportation).

With about 16,000 employees – 76% of whom are direct care workers – our contact is broad and personal. The department serves individuals in our 7 developmental centers and 5 psychiatric hospitals. In addition, we have 6 other divisions that provide services such as, Medicaid, NJ FamilyCare, Food Stamps, General Assistance, child support, programs for the blind and visually impaired, services for the deaf and hard of hearing, assistance for addiction and services for the disabled. 

As the 213th legislative session progresses, we encourage legislators to work with us collaboratively in addressing the needs of our shared constituency. We look forward to the cooperative effort.

DIVISION NEWS

Commission for the Blind and Visually Impaired (CBVI) Representatives from the National Federation for the Blind visited CBVI's Joseph Kohn Rehabilitation Center (JKRC) to tour the facility, interview staff and observe active programming. The information they gathered will be utilized to design a two session comprehensive training program that incorporates a consumer based empowerment model to assure high quality services at the Center. The first training date will take place in February.
DIVISION NEWS (continued)
Division of Addiction Services (DAS)

DAS has launched a monthly newsletter to keep staff, legislators and stakeholders informed of current and upcoming activities. The premier issue of DAS News highlights the Needle Exchange Treatment Initiative, important division contact information and RFP updates.

Division of Developmental Disabilities (DDD)

The new edition of DDD Today is available online. This issue features a Partner Profile on The Brain Injury Association and information regarding the transition of the Bureau of Guardianship Services from the auspices of DDD to the Office of Legal, Regulatory and Guardianship Services. 

And, Commissioner Velez has convened a Dual Diagnosis Task Force to examine service delivery and crisis care for adults and children with dual diagnosis and their families.  Comprised of individuals with developmental disabilities, family members, advocates, professionals and state officials, the core task force membership will be augmented by subject matter experts.  Dr. Robert Fletcher, CEO of the National Association for the Dually Diagnosed, presented at the first meeting, which was held on January 25th.
Division of Family Development (DFD)

DFD will hold its 13th Annual Teen Media Contest to reinforce the Department’s mission to instill a sense of parental responsibility in teens.  The statewide contest is open to all New Jersey middle and high school students. This year’s theme is: Depict how your parent supports your dreams.  Student submissions should be hand-drawn and reflective of the theme.
Division of Mental Health Services (DMHS)

Assistant Commissioner Kevin Martone testified before the Senate Health, Human Services and Senior Citizens Committee last week in favor of Senate bill 625. The measure would ban smoking on the grounds of state psychiatric centers if it offers at least a year-long smoking cessation program for both employees and patients prior to implementation. The bill was released from committee unanimously.

